IC Door Sill Plates . . . More Originality

By Doug Pelton
I was somewhat surprised when I first had exposed wood around the door. This
bought TC7410 as there were no classic  also changed at TC 4837 when the wood
markings on the door s1ll plates that I was covered with sheet metal smps

was used to seeing. You know._.. "The
MG Car Company Lid ". Here 15 what [
have found out about the sill plates.

51ll plates have been a part of the MG
body since early days. According to
Tom Metcalf, Safety Fast Restorations,
“pre-war and MMM cars defimtely used
sill plates.™ The purpose of the s1ll plate
15 to give an appealing fimshed lock to
the 511l to cover the inner wrappings of
the lower quarter panel transition into
the tub. Secondanly, MG nsed this plate
as a public billboard for their company

Matcalf's MG PBOZ6E with The MG
Car Company Lid marking

name. Also, The TA and TB parts
manuals confirm 511l plates on these cars
along with reports of same. However,
did the TC contimue nsmg the traditional
sill plate?

A review of the TC parts manual shows
that, yes, s1ll plates were also used

throughout the entire TC production.
However, there was a noted
with the sill plates co: mg with

production of TC4837. The change mn
the plates has to do with the physical
dimensions. Early plates were 25 1/27
long and later plates were 23 1/27.
{Both had same width of 1 3/167)
Femember that the early TC tubs

around the door penmeter and then spot
welded m place. So, the purpose of the
early door sill was to provide a fimshed
trim piece across the full length of the
door s1ll to also cover the exposed wood.
Thas surface 15 not flat and the ends of

TCZ410 unrestored with
plain sﬁnrlerslﬂ plate

the sill had to be bent to conform to the
cormer radins. When the sheet metal was
added to the doors at TC4387, the zill
plate was shortened by 2 inches making
a much easier mstall without having

to form fit the comer radms. Ongmal
fasteners were slotted #4 x 3/4" raised
{oval) head self tappmg screw. Also,
the screw pattern for both early and late
sill plates was the same. There were 2
screws on each end about 3/4” mward
and then the remaming 3 screws equally
spaced m between. Finally, there was
never any writing on the TC sill plates.
Modern day replacement plates with
“MG Car Co. Ltd" are appropnate for
pre-war as stated. Although not proper
for the TC, they do add a mice look for
the car.

As a]waj.rs Iwould welcome comments
and observations.
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