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Well, I completed a year as president
and the world did not end (although
lately Iʼve been thinking I should start
building an ark- too much rain). When
Stan Belland talked me into taking the
job there was a lot of talk about titles,
salary, special perks, TC groupies,
and how everyone helps. I quickly
learned that the stuff about salary, title
and perks was greatly exaggerated,
but he was absolutely correct about
how much everyone helps. Any time
I needed help someone was pitching in to get it done. Even though I
am relatively new to the group and

have not always known all the correct procedures you have all made me
feel extremely welcome and part of
the club. Thank you all for the help.
I have enjoyed my turn as president,
and I look forward to another year of
meetings and activities. This year I get
to do Events. Traditionally our ﬁrst
event is the kite ﬂy in late January. I
am open to all suggestions. We will
discuss events at the January meeting
or call or email me. Especially if you
know where to ﬁnd TC groupies.

Gene Olson

Tuesday,
Jan. 25th
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“Racing an MG NE at
Watkins Glenn”
Come welcome your new TCMG Executive Council. They have
many, many exciting new ideas for 2005. Following the business
part of the meeting Pete, our new president, will switch hats and
will give a slide presentation on Vintage Racing activities this past
Fall on the East Coast when he took his NE back to Watkins Glenn.

Citibank Community Room
2350 Honolulu Avenue, Montrose

TCMG Membership
Renewal
Within this Midget Chassis is your
2005 TC Motoring Guild membership renewal form. Please check that
information is correct, write your dues
check, and then return both to join in
another fun year of playing with your
funny little TC with us.

4

Meeting Programs
If you look on page 3 of this issue you
will ﬁnd a list of the newly elected
Executive Counsel and other chair
positions for 2005. Please note that
Lloyd only agreed to be part of a
Program team thus the “half” remark.
Once our traditional meetings are factored in we really only need to organize 7 meeting programs. As George
will put on another Hobby Night that
brings us down to 6 programs now. If
Lloyd does not ﬁnd assistance then
he may pull out so be a sport and
volunteer to help out on this. Contact Lloyd directly at: 626-330-0016
or racer404@adelphia.net. And if
you canʼt help but have an idea for a
program that would be most helpful as
well.

Enter from the back of the building and go downstairs.
GPS coordinates: N 34.206 degrees, - W 118.229 degrees.

Master Cylinder
Nut Socket

C&S Classic Battery Co
Batteries, Chargers, Electrical & Parts

15700 S. Broadway
Gardena, Calif. 90248
818-708-2033 - 310-217-9060
email simon90248@yahoo.com

Ron Simon

“Optima Introductory Special”
Battery for TC #75/35 Red Top $99.00

For 30 years I have used
a plumbers socket that I
happened to have in my
tool box when I ﬁrst had
to do remove that hard
to reach MC nut. Itʼs
nearly 4 inches deep,
1 1/4” on one end and
1 1/16” on the other. It
has handy holes drilled
in the sides so you can
use a bar to get leverage.
Itʼs available at most
hardware stores and
quite inexpensive.
Bob McKarney
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Two New TCMG Members
Please welcome our newest members to the TC Motoring
Guild Please make the addition to your directories.
John & Marjory Rode
26 Country Club Lane
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510
phone: 914-762-9566
idle-hour@att.net
1948

TC 7120

XPAG 7841

Cream/ Green

John writes: I have owned the TC
for just under six years, but I have
wanted one ever since 1956, when
I acquired a TF1500 (a much better car for me then, as it was my
sole wheeled transport!) which, as
the biblical saying goes, begat an
Austin-Healey 100-6MM, an MG-B,
three Alfas (two spiders, one GTV),
a 246 GTS Dino, TVR 2500M, 1958
Corvette, Miata, plus a number of less
pedigreed “motors”, two wheeled and
four. And I only regret not buying the
A-M DB 2/3 drophead, although that
one was really rough.

Pelton Doug & Carol
3754 East Nance Circle
Mesa, AZ 85215
phone: 480-361-6063
DougPelton@cox.net
1948
1949

TC 7410EXU
TC 7670EXU

XPAG 8023 Cream/Red
XPAG 8337 Red/Tan

Doug bought TC 7670 in 2003. Previous owner was Edgar Barlow from
Sanborn, New York. TC was last run
in 1972. Doug then bought TC 7410
in 2004. Prevous owner was William
Coonley from El Paso, Texas. TC
was last run in 1993.
Both TCs as you can see in the pictures are apart and are missing pieces.
Doug is restoring the ʻ48 to be a show
car and is shooting for completion this
summer. The ʻ49 will be his driver.

TC 7410EXU soon to be show car

TC 7120 owned by John & Marjory Rode
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TC 7670EXU will be Doug and Carolʼs
driver. Note unique rear suspension. Actually Doug bought a differential assembly
from Mike Goodman some time back
so now looks a little more normal.
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Classic & Midget Chassis Goes Digital

W

ouldnʼt it be nice for the club to
not have to worry about newsletter
printing costs and postage? Wouldnʼt it be
nice to not have another newsletter cluttering up your house and then not be able
to remember where you put it when you
want to read it? Wouldnʼt it be nice to pull
up old issues with a couple clicks on your
computer? Wouldnʼt it be nice to have
more color in the Chassis?
Well we are going to try going digital this
year and achieve all the above. With this
issue you now have the option of going
to the Guildʼs web site and pull up a color
version of this newsletter. Once we all
get the hang of this it is hoped that we can
eliminate the printing and mailing of future issues to most of the members. Right
now we are in transition so will do both.
We will continue to print and mail to die
What a year for the old TCMG! We
turned 50, got up to 100 members and
the venerable Classic Chassis decided
to go digital. Truly a historic decision.
I did a little research and found that
this sort of turning point is not unprecedented.
In December 1330 B.C. the TK (Tutan
Khamun) Chariot Guild decided that the
recent development of papyrus was not
just a fad and that their newsletter, the
Two Wheel Tattler should switch from
publishing on stone tablets. The hard
working editor, Seti (“Set”) Khephren reported that while he didnʼt mind carving
them, now that there were 100 members,
delivering 100 stone tablets around the
desert was taking too much of his time
away from work on his pyramid. Members of the TKCG enthusiastically agreed
and thanked Set for his backbreaking
labor.
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hard members who really want hard copy
and also to those members who have no
computer access. We hope you embrace
the wave of the future.
To download this issue in living color, go
to our web site and look for the newsletter link (www.tcmotoringguild.org). Just
follow the instructions there to download
onto your computer and view. Because
this is new to us and in transition please let
me know if you ﬁnd glitches in the process
and we can then work them out. Contact
David at: djedgar@pacbell.net or
619-593-8255.
Below is a great story by Stan Belland on
newsletter landmarks. He actually wrote it
for another purpose but this cut down version was perfect to show how we progress
with technology. Enjoy!
In December 1436 A.D. the TSOG
(Teutonic Sporting Oxcart Guild) concluded that Gutenberg, (that crazy old
geezer from Mainz with the moveable
type) had a good idea and that the clubʼs
newsletter, The Sports Cart Blogger
should henceforth be printed. The hard
working editor, Siegfried (“Ziggy”)
Poyntundschutz said that with the
membership now at 100, hand- copying the SCB every month was getting
to be a drag. He was at the time trying
to ﬁnish restoration of his 1348 ox cart
and while he had the chassis and running
gear done, he couldnʼt ﬁnd parts for the
left ox. ʻ38 oxen were no longer being
made and although Philus Marinus was
making them, imports from Rome were
slow in arriving. Everyone in the TSOG
enthusiastically agreed and offered Ziggy
their thanks and congratulations for his
years of hand copied SCBs.

Stan Belland

TC Happy Birthdays
From our TCMG membership roster and on what members report as being
their TCs, the MGCC T-Register has furnished us with build dates from MG
factory records. Roster data is several years old so newer members will not
be in here but here are some TC birthdays for January and February.
Chassis #

Build Date

Current Owner

TC 2055

Jan. 1, 1947

Len & Wendy Johnson

TC 7517EXU

Jan. 5, 1949

Jim & Jan Sullivan

TC 7621EXU

Jan. 13, 1949

Stan Lucas

TC 4543

Jan. 15 1948

Bob & Nancy McKarney

TC 4681

Feb. 2, 1948

David Reid & Terry Schuller

TC 7915

Feb. 15, 1949

Alan & Karen Moote

Interesting that they were building on New Years Day. The company was
under pressure to get cars out in order to survive.

To Be Young Again
Here are two messages taken off the
internet that pertain to our TCs.
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Dale Livingston, Catlin, IL, TC 974
This was originally written referring to exercise, eat the right foods and
ʻlive
rightʼ. I modiﬁed it for the list. Hope you enjoy.

Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving
safely in an attractive and well preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, Brooklands wheel in one hand, left hand on the shifter, body thoroug
hly used up, totally worn out and screaming “WOO HOO what a ride!”
ʻDrive ʻem ʻtil the wheels fall offʼ
Paul Huck, Birmingham, AL, TC 9912
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More pictures (in color with captions) can be found in the Past
Events section of our club web
site: www.tcmotoringguild.org
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hat a grand time we all
had getting together.
The Ludwickʼs new home
was a most wonderful setting
for the festivities. Thank
you one and all for coming
out and adding to the charm.

TC Keys

Holiday Party (continued from pg 9)

Recently there was an interesting discussion on the TABC email group about keys
for our TCs. Here are several of the messages.

Thank you again Art &
Sarah for opening up
your amazing home

Donated Toys Bring Great Joy
The toys donated at the Christmas party
were given to the Foster Childrenʼs Resource Center (FCRC) which is run entirely by volunteers from the Assistance
League of Southern California Hilltoppers Auxiliary. FCRC in cooperation
with the Los Angeles Dept. of Children
and Family Services provides support to
San Fernando Valley foster families by
offering new clothes including sweats,
school uniforms, jeans, jackets - basic necessities for foster children from
infancy to 18 years.
After spending time with each child,
picking out just the right size and color,
the last stop is the toy section where they

may pick out a brand new toy, book or
game to take home with them. This is the
frosting on the cake, especially around the
Holidays.
I delivered all the gifts from the TCMG
party and put them on the shelves. The
next day we took care of 20 children at
the Center. I wish you all could have been
there with me to see the smiles and get
the hugs from these kids. Thank you on
behalf of all of them.

Ester Belland

TCMG Awards
Two awards were presented at the
Holiday Party. The Frank Mason
Award went to David Edgar for the club
member who most exempliﬁed the aims
of the Motoring Guild in the perpetuation of the TCMG in 2004. And Gene
Olson received the Earl Sargent Award
“Use It or Lose It” for driving his TC
on the most club events this year. Congratulations to both.

The TAs, TBs, & most of the TCs had a MRN
series key with numbers from 1 to 50. Some of
the later TCs had a FA series key with numbers
from 501 to 599. I have also noticed that about
1/3 of the TC PLC ignition switches that I have
restored have MRN 50 as the key. My TC/0911
has a MRN 50 key & it is original. There are
also some of the TC MRN numbers that I have
never seen.
Most of the original TD PLC switches that I
have seen have the FA series keys.
etc.,
The letters “FA” (or “FS” or “MRN”
Craig Seabrook, TC/0911
key the
the
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man
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JOHN JAMES TC 0750
other TC keys though.
(Key number MRN50)
David
My high school senior class had 5
T-types (3 TCs & 2 TDs). Any of the
ﬁve could be started with any key.
The keys were slightly different, but
the MGs werenʼt very particular. My
TC is still pretty easy. Last October
it won an award at the Fallbrook (San
Diego) British Car Day, and I was
asked to drive it up for the trophy
presentation. Alas, my son had left
the show for a while and took the key
with him. What to do? Remembering my high school days I tried the
door key for my Corvette. It worked
ﬁne with just a little jiggling. Probably the ﬁrst MG to win an award
with a Corvette key dangling from the
dashboard!
Dan Harmer
San Diego, CA
ʻ48 TC
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November 23, 2004 General Meeting
Our usual coffee makers were not present
so Harvey gave it a stab. After about
a half hour Phil
decided it was not
working so tried to
see what he could
do. Coffee ﬁnally
was available.

Trafﬁc was terrible on this night for
those coming from the South. People
that did make it were a little road worn
and we hope not too many gave up and
turned away. Our meeting began at
8:08 pm and we promptly went to the
treasurers report. Joyce reported that
we had $6,686 however of that only
$2,518 was available and not budgeted
for other expenses. She also reported
we had 53 signed up for the Holiday
Party as of that night and there was
still time reserve a spot.
Minutes of the October meeting were
in the newsletter for all to read so were
not read at the meeting. No corrections
were noted.
Misc. mail was read by Gene.
We recognized Ernie Page from Scotland as being present and credit him
with the Long Distance Award for the
night.

David asked who we should consider
for the hard luck award this year. It is
given to someone who has experienced
a major set back with their TC. Only
breakdown on a Guild event we could
remember was Mel Appellʼs spark plug
wire falling off. Hardly catastrophic.
We joked that we should give it to Jay
Call for ending up in the hospital on the
Desert, Route 66 Tour this year. As no
major TC breakdowns were recalled we
decided to not award it this year.

Gene, Ernie and Harvey talk TCs.

There was no other business and we
adjourned the meeting at 8:25 to let Pete
set up his presentation.
lier Cup race of 50 years ago in the
streets of Watkins Glenn which he
attended with the NE. Following will
be some pictures from the Al Moss
HCT this last October. Our December
meeting is our Annual Meeting and
Holiday Party on December 11.
Gene mentioned that he was considering a trip up the Angeles Crest Hwy
on Sunday (Nov 28). Asked if anyone
was interested in tagging along. Also
could work in the Jumping Festival
(horse jumping) and Car Show. Talk
to him at break if your are interested.

Programs - Tonight Pete has a presentation on the celebration of the Col-

Meeting adjourned.
Minutes taken by Secretary

David Edgar

Ann gets inquisitive with Peteʼs
video set up.
Gene Olsonʼs TC master cylinder
costume was left over from last
meeting. Here Phil looks it over to see
if it can be salvaged by resleeving it.

For Sale
1949 MGTC, Chassis TC 3840
Larry Haile, Tony Henkels and David Coleman
look at the mail bag before the meeting begins

Ernie Page gets the long distance award
with his visit from Scotland. Here he talks
to Joyce about motorcycles.

British Racing Green with tan interior.
1500cc engine. Restored in 2004.
Less than 200 miles since restoration
Selling because I need the space in my
garage. Please help.
Contact: Philip Ellman 805-496-6550

15

How About a New Steering Unit?

MG TC

s are fun to drive but
sometimes it takes
considerable effort to have them go where
you would like them to, and to keep them
in the right lane. Although most owners
of a TC would never think of changing
the steering, those who have installed the
Datsun steering unit have only praise for
the way the car handles with it.
In addition to being able to control the car
better at high speeds the problem of broken sector shafts and
broken pitman arms
seems to be eliminated.
Also supposedly the installation is not difﬁcult
and can be performed
by just about anyone.
Whoever made that
statement obviously
never installed one or
had any experience
with my mechanical skills or should I say
the lack of them.
However with a deﬁnite goal of no longer
having nightmares about broken sector
shafts and pitman arms, and with high
hopes of driving at speed ( 40 m.p.h. for
me) and not wandering all over the road,
I purchased from Bob Alley a complete
Datsun steering unit that had been converted for use on a TC. Bob is a commercial pilot and ﬁnds the units and then has
them converted to ﬁt the TC along with the
adapter spacer and the nuts and bolts. In
other words you get everything you need
for the installation. Also you can call Bob
as many times as necessary for advice and
believe me I did.
I met Bob at this years Swap Meet to pick
the unit up, and when I got home I began
to think “OK now that I have it how do I
get it into the car?” It looked like a formidable task and one that I took on possibly
a little too quickly. Ron Simon, who is my
mechanical guru , came to my rescue and
graciously offered to help me install it. I
decided to take Ron up on his offer,
but before asking him to come over,
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I decided to try and remove the old steering
unit myself.
The ﬁrst thing you have to do is remove the
steering wheel and then the clamp holding
the steering column up. After unfastening the two nuts to accomplish this I was
already gaining conﬁdence in my mechanical skills. The next step requires you to
separate the pitman arm from the cylinder
at the end of the drag rod. The two are
secured by a part consisting of a ball at one

end which ﬁts into the cylinder at the end
of the drag rod and the other end of the
ball becomes a tapered threaded bolt which
goes through the pitman arm with a pressed
ﬁt and then is locked down with a castellated nut.
Good lord!!!! I had never even heard
of these items. How was I ever going to
accomplish this? I had been assured that it
was an easy task to separate the pitman arm
from the bolt. You remove the nut from
the end of the threaded bolt and then take
a hammer and place it on one side of the
pitman arm and then with another hammer
give 3 to 4 good whacks on the other side
and like magic the bolt which is pressed in
should easily separate. The key word being “SHOULD”.
I had also been told that The ENTIRE
JOB of removing the old steering unit and
installing the new one should only take
about 2 to 3 hours. Thereʼs that word
“should” again. Well after 3 hours I am
still struggling to get the pitman arm to
separate from the threaded bolt which is
pressed into it. After hitting it maybe 100
times I began to think that if this pitman

arm hasnʼt broken by now it probably never
will so why replace it?
The answer to that question was easy I had
already bought the replacement, but the old
one seemed awfully strong. Finally a trip
to the auto parts store and with a separator
in hand (a giant fork costing about $9.00)
the pitman arm ﬁnally gave up and separated from the drag rod, but it still refused
to give up the threaded bolt which was
pressed into it.
Once this happened though it was easy to
remove the old steering column, box and
pitman arm and spacer from the car. The
steering box is secured by one nut and bolt
to the spacer which you loosen and then
after removing the 3 nuts and bolts holding
the spacer to the frame, separate the spacer
from the frame and the steering box and
then withdraw the steering column, box and
pitman arm from the car by maneuvering it
between the headlight and the radiator.
At this point it was time to sit down and
have an ice cold drink and say to myself,“
Wow I did it”. Right about now my dog
got the idea that the old steering column
was an early Christmas present of a gigantic bone he could chew on. By the way
once you have gotten this far it is also a
good idea to remove the starter and have it
serviced which I did because once you get
the new steering unit back in the car it is
a bear to take the starter out. I decided to
take the easy route and do it now.
At this point my curiosity took over and
even though I was replacing them I had
to ﬁnd out whether the old sector shaft or
the pitman arm had any cracks in them. A
quick trip to the machine shop and $10.00
for magna ﬂuxing revealed the answer.
No cracks. I was then advised that x-rays
might reveal a crack that the magna ﬂuxing
failed to. So for those of you who intend
to keep your original steering units, take
the time to have the sector shaft and pitman
arm tested. You donʼt have to remove the
steering column from the car to do this
and can unfasten the sector shaft from the
pitman arm by undoing one bolt and nut
and after taking the top of the box, lift the
sector shaft straight up and out. You will

have to separate the pitman arm from the
threaded bolt, and as I stated previously get
a separator to do the job.
It was now time for me to install the new
steering and I called Ron Simon, asking
him to come over and help me. Let me say
this up front. Taking the existing steering
out of the car is not difﬁcult, but getting
the new steering in the car is. It seemed
that no matter what Ron and I did, there
was always another part on the car that had
to be loosened and moved to get the new
steering in. You just donʼt have any room
to work in.
The adapter or spacer plate, which in my
unit consists of two parts, is fastened to the
frame in the same three holes that the old
one was by three nuts and bolts. However
the steering box is secured to the new
adapter with three nuts and bolts rather than
one like on the old one. Well after struggling and cursing for 4 1/2 hours the job
was done.
I know by now you all must be wondering whether it was worth it. The answer
is unqualiﬁedly YES. If you really want
to know about the change the new steering
unit makes in the car take a look at what
they say about it on page 104 in Michael
Sherrillʼs Book “TCs Forever”.
I relied on the following people who must
have had the patience of Jobe to deal with
my never ending list of questions.
First and foremost RON SIMON who is
as good a mechanic as I am a bad one and
without whose advice and help on the job I
never could have done it.
Bob Alley who sold me the contraption and
was always there to answer my questions
over the phone. (916) 624-1943
Jerry Felper of British Auto Electric,
(714) 279-8082, who serviced the starter
and is a fountain of information about these
cars.
Skip Kelsey (925) 846-1309 and Laurie
Alexander (530) 798-1993 both of whom
also sell the Datsun steering boxes and
freely gave of their time and advice.

Mel Appell
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Club Regalia
“TClinics”
Send for a free index of over 50 ways to keep your MG “TC” operating safely
and reliably. Each “clinic” is 20 cents. Non-members pay 50 cents for the index.
Index is also on our web page at: www.tcmotoringguild.org/tclinicindex.html
“MG Through the Ages”:
MG in pictures, 18” x 24” poster ...........$1.75 members, $2.75 non-members
TCMG Club Badge ....................... $25 if picked up, $30 if mailed (members only)
TCMG Club Pin ................................ $3 if picked up, $5 if mailed (members only)
MG TC Exterior Color Schemes & Paint
Swatches of Original Colors .............$1.50 members, $2.50 non-members
“MG TC Speciﬁcations”: A booklet of what is and what isnʼt stock on the TC.
A “must” for restorers. ......................... $3.00 Members, $5.00 non-members
TCMG Cloth Emblem .................................................................................... $4.75
Prices beyond our control subject to change
U.S. postage is included in prices (international postage is extra)

REGALIA CHAIR,

Bob Wilmer, 421 17th Street, Santa Monica, California 90402 Ph. 310-394-5232

TCMG Membership Information
Annual Membership: $26 due and payable on January 1st of each year for members
in zips 90000 to 93300. All others $22 per year (wonʼt receive local event ﬂyers).
New Membership: Dues plus a $10 initiation fee.
For more details, see our web page (www.tcmotoringguild.org) or write directly to
our Membership Chair: Joyce Edgar
1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020
email: djedgar@pacbell.net
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