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My 5 year old grandson, Cruz, is hooked on the 

TC.  He is wearing the wrong “gang” colors in 

this photo but his expression should tell the tale.  

Brian Sonner
OK TCMGers, Brian sent in this 

photo with grandson in an ARR 

shirt.  How about someone 

sending in a kid with a TCMG logo?  

Extra points given if you do.



Published in 
Southern California by the 

TC Motoring Guild 
PO Box Number 3452 
Van Nuys, CA 91407

The Classic Chassis is 
published semi-annually and 

The Midget Chassis fi lls in on 
the remaining months.

All contributions: articles, 
letters, advertisements, and 

captioned photos for the next 
issue should be sent to:

The Classic Chassis
c/o David Edgar,

1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020

email:  djedgar@pacbell.net
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We have heard racing stories before 
but if you wanted to race your 
TC what would it take now days?  
Where do you start and register?  
What is required as far as what 
you wear, medical requirements, 
licenses, etc?  What does it take to 
prep your car and pass inspections?  
How much does it cost (including 
extra dinners out to keep your wife 
happy)?  Do you need a crew?  

What do you do if something breaks 
before a race starts?
Pete Thelander will talk on this 
and lead discussion based on his 
experience in racing his MG NE.  

What It Takes to Race
TCMG Meeting 

held at:
Citibank 

Community Room
2350 Honolulu 
Ave,  Montrose

GPS coordinates:   
N 34.206    

W 118.229
Meeting room 

entrance is at the 
rear of the bank – 

downstairs.

Do you have 
questions?  Come and 

ask Pete!



WWW.MOSSMOTORS.COM      800-667-7872

Want to have fun learning how to 
fi x your TC?  Well all you have 
to do is visit the Moss Motors 
website and you will fi nd tech 
videos, articles and customer 
stories on how-to-fi x whatever you 
desire.  On the right column you 
will fi nd links to:
Moss Motoring - search for 
whatever you wish to learn about.

MossTV - lots of videos to watch 
if you are more of a visual learner.

Moss Facebook - learn about what 
your fellow auto enthusiasts are 
doing.  Not all TC related but fun 
none the less (see a couple photos 
below).

Tech Tips - a vast assortment of 
articles to read.

Car Specs - How much coolant 
does the TC cooling system 
hold, what direction does the TC 
distributor turn, or what is the 
width and height of a TC.  It is all 
here  for you.

A cute MGA Halloween costume 
found on Moss Facebook. A desk out of a Mini complete with MINI 

DESK license plate on Moss Facebook

5  

TC Help SourcesTC Help Sources
While our TCMG Midget Chassis and Classic Chassis issues have helpful 
technical info for your TC, there are other sources as well.  On the facing page 
we show what Moss Motors has for you but here are a few more sources.

ttypes.org/ttt2

Totally T-Type2 is a free publication 
on the website with many good 
articles and fi xes by MG T-type 
owners.

mg-tabc.org

Good tech articles which focuses on just 
the MG TA, TB and TCs.  If an ID (or 
username) and password is asked for, 
use, mg-tabc and xpag.

The help information is in the form of 
emails which you have to be a member 
to access, but you can ask specifi c 
questions.  There are no dues, meetings 
or commitments to join.  

www.mgcars.org.uk/imgytr

The International MG Y Type Register has a nice 
website with technical info.  The Y was build 
right next to the TC in the factory for a few 
years so does share some common components 
so some of their tech articles apply to the TC.

There are a host of other groups with 
good TC related info.   Check for a few 

more links on our TCMG website.  
Internet searches will turn up other 

valuable information too.

mgccyregister.com

Another Y Type group with 
excellent XPAG information

fromtheframeup.com

Doug Pelton has a great 
collection of tech articles (some 

of which grace our Midget 
Chassis).  A great source of 

information.  You can ask him 
direct questions too. 



Sparking Interest in the TCSparking Interest in the TC
Phil Toth, son of Ron Toth, 

spent lots of time to unbury 

his dad’s TC which had not 

run in over 30 years.  Once 

unburied he found tires 

cracked and fl at.  He had 

to put rolling jacks under 

each end of the TC to get 

it out of the garage.  Lots 

of fi dgeting, but Phil got it 

started for his Dad’s 80th 

birthday plus put on rebuilt 

wire wheels new tires.  
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Never ending tasks on 
a TC.  Here Phil visited 
Steve Simmons and was 
getting pointers.  After 
Steve made up a list of 
things to look at, Phil said 
the up hill (in maintaining 
the TC) just got steeper.

Phil drove it 20 miles to the 

October meeting (and it was the 

only TC there - shame on the 

rest of us).  Much, much more 

work needs to be done but Phil 

seems to have caught the TC 

bug as evidenced by the big 

smile on his face when behind 

the wheel..

These two photos 
show the TC coming 
out of storage.

This year, toys will go to the 
YWCA San Gabriel Valley 
WINGS Shelter for families 
seeking refuge from domestic 
violence and new directions 
toward sustainable living.  
Please bring items for older 
children and teens.  Some 
suggestions are board games 
such as Monopoly, Scrabble; 
jigsaw puzzles of nature, 
picturesque or historical places 
(of interest to adults and older 
children); DVDs of family-
type movies; etc.  Please 
choose gifts that do not require 
batteries and are non-violent in 
nature.  Please bring donations 
UNWRAPPED.         

TCMG Annual Holiday Meeting/PartyTCMG Annual Holiday Meeting/Party

TCMG Holiday 
Toy Drive

Sunday, Dec. 2, 2012 
at 6:30 pm is the date and 
time for our Year End Party 

and Annual Meeting 
with Toy Drive 
and Auction

Dinners are now $40 each  (reduced price 
ended on November 15th) and include salad, 
entrée, dessert, tax & gratuity Your menu 
choices are:

•  Filet Mignon

•  Grilled Swordfi sh

•  Vegetarian Lasagna

EVENTS CENTERCaribou Room12933 Ventura BlvdStudio City, CA  91604

Mail dinner reservations to:
 Joyce Edgar
 1454 Chase Terrace
 El Cajon, CA  92020
Make checks out to:  
        TC Motoring Guild or TCMG
Please indicate which entrée
Reservations accepted thru Nov 27.

The party starts at 6:30 pm.  Come enjoy 
libations and fellowship with your fellow 

TCMG’rs..
Lucy McCanne is our Event Coordinator 

and can be reached at 323-463-9869 if you 
have any questions.

Valet Parking - $7/vehicle

The Sportsmen’s Lodge Hotel is right next 
door if you wish a room.
www.slhotel.com
12825 Ventura Blvd. 
Studio City, CA 91604
800-821-8511
No rooms have been set aside for us.

Bring something fun for the 
auction.  Proceeds offset 
some of the dinner cost.

TCMG Auction 
with Art Ludwick  

as Auctioneer



Need a Lift?Need a Lift?
I think every home mechanic has a 
longing to have a lift in their garage to 
facilitate working on their cars.  But 
budget wise and room wise it is just 
a pipe dream to most.  However there 
are a number of portable lifts available 

you can buy at relatively decent prices.  
So take a look around and maybe one 
will workout for you.  May not be as 
convenient as a permanent installation 
but better than using blocks and a 
creeper.

www.bendpak.com/car-lifts/specialty-lifts

The BendPak company makes many 
different lifts so you should check out their 
website.  These two however are small, 
portable and stow away.

The LR-60P lift is one you drive 
over and then operate.  Does 
give you access underneath but 
you have the mechanism to work 
around.  Will lift car up 26 inches

The MD-6XP is a scissor lift and lifts 
48 inches, so higher than the LR-60P 
but same work around issues.

maxjaxusa.com/

Dannmar MaxJax is a two post lift and 
raised the car up 45 inches.  The posts 
bolt to the fl oor when used and can be 
stowed away when not in use.  Complete 
access under the car (although you 
cannot stand up) and in most cases will 
lift a car up with an 8 foot ceiling height.  
This particular lift is sold by Costco.  Do 
a MaxJax search on the Costco website.  
$2300 delivered.

There are many, many different lifts 
out there and these are just a small 
sample.  I am sure there is one our 
there to fi t your needs and budget.  
Just do a Google search for Car Lifts.  
Might want to try doing the image 
search method too.

The September 2012 
Midget Chassis had Bob 
Stephenson’s larger two post 
set-up  Also see our Members 
Gallery webpage..

Do you have 
the new offi ce 

phone number?

This cartoon goes 
with cover photo as it 
represents Brian and 

grandson Cruz.

www.superlifts.com/singlepostlifts/sp4.html

If you have taller 12 foot ceilings the single post lift 
Steve Simmons uses might work for you.  Nice access 
underneath and you can even stow a second car 
underneath.  They do anchor to the fl oor and Steve 
removed them from his old house and brought them to his new house.  They 
do cost more than the smaller units of course but you get what you pay for.

More photos at:  mgnuts.com/garageproject  (see parts 9 & 10)

Welcome new TCMG 
member Brian 

Sonner and thanks 
for contributing 
cartoons for our 

newsletter.



Weak TC Rear Axle Mounts?Weak TC Rear Axle Mounts?
In the latest issue of the Totally T-Type 2 there 
was an article about rare instances of TC rear 
axle mounts breaking.  While I have not heard 
of large numbers of these breaking, this was 
one of my fi rst breakdowns upon purchase of 
my TC back in 1967.  The left side of the body 
suddenly sank down onto the tire and even 
blistered the paint due to the heat build-up.  I 
pulled the axle out and had the mount rewelded 
and then added some plates to help spread the 
load out from the mounting bolts.  The article 
in the magazine offered two different ways of 
strengthening this area.  One was to weld in a 
larger bottom piece so the bolts would not be so 
close to the edge.  Note in the photo the added 
line shows where the original piece ended.  A 
second way to go is to double up on the area 
by welding in a second layer of metal and 

welding all around.  I think this second solution 
is stronger, but that is just my opinion.  Even 
stronger would be a combination of the two.
So the next time you are in that area of your TC, 
take a look and observe if there are any cracks 
appearing.  

Photo showing where axle mount  
has broken.  Bottom of mount 
pulled away from the top portion.  
Added lines show where the two 
parts should align together.

New bottom plate has been enlarged in 
this fi x.  Line shows where original piece 
ended.

Additional plate was welded into 
position in this solution.  Holes 
have not been drilled yet.

To view the original article by Manfred Brausem, TC 0976, 
in the Totally T-Type 2 go to: ttypes.org/ttt2   Either 
download the whole Issue 15 or until issue 16 comes out 
you can view just the article in the left column.

David EdgarDavid Edgar

Steve is moving right along on the new garage.  Framing was 
almost complete as of early November so it should not be too 
long before Steve & Linda can move all their toys inside.

teve iis moviing iri htght lalong on ththe new garage FFra iming wa

Simmons Garage ProgressSimmons Garage Progress

Steve was going 
through some old 
Classic Chassis issues 
in our TCMG archives 
and found this ad.  I 
blurred out the phone 
and address in case 
someone got excited 
and tried to get their 
TC in to Mike again.  

Enjoy your 
retirement Mike and 
thanks for years of 
excellent car care.



Ghosts, and 
Goblins and 
Witches, Oh 
My.  Lots of 
Halloween 

decorations for sure, but the best 
decoration was the TC outside our 

meeting room door.  And to shame 
everyone further (since no other 
member drove their TC) this TC had 
not been on the road in over 30 years.  
Brave Phil Toth, son of Ron Toth 
ventured out 20 miles in the night for 
it’s maiden resurrection voyage.  Was 
easy to spot Phil downstairs as he was 
the youngest fellow there and a head 
taller than almost everyone else. Was 
nice chatting with him and hearing the 
story of bringing the TC back to life.
Meanwhile food was arriving, 
decorations going up and tables being 
prepared under the direction of Linda 
Simmons.  Lasagna smelled good 
and everyone was bringing in the side 
dishes to share (yumm, look at those 

cupcakes).  
We were 
called to 
the buffet 
line and we 
enjoyed the 
great food 
and company.  
A few of us 
even started 
in on the 
desserts too.  

But as all good things must end, we 
needed to get on with our meeting.  
Since the Pres and VP were both 
unable to make it, Secretary David 
Edgar, brought the meeting to order 
using a toilet plunger as a gavel, since 
the gavel was also unavailable.  We 
offi cially recognized Phil Toth and 
welcomed him.  
We then accepted the September 
minutes as printed in the last Midget 
Chassis.  Steve Simmons added that 
we had only seen several of  Hema’s 
rooms and that he had others.   
A brief treasurer’s report indicated no 
problems.  Joyce reminded everyone 
to get their Holiday Party dinner 
reservations in before Nov 15 for $30.  
After that it goes up to $40.  She also 
indicated we had 103 members now 
with the recent addition of Brian & 
Jane Sonner.
Nobody had any old business to 
discuss and the only new business 
was establishing an nomination chair 
to coordinate our 2013 Executive 
Council elections.  With only a little 
arm twisting Pete & Fran Thelander 
volunteered to do that for us. We then 
made nominations and once absent 
members confi rmed the ballots could 
be sent out.
We gave thanks to Linda Simmons for 
coordinating the potlluck dinner and 
decorations.  Meeting was adjourned 
and we revisited the dessert tables.  We 
then reassembled by holding our raffl e 
and then we played Halloween Boogo 
(Boo + Bingo).
Submitted by 

        David EdgarDavid Edgar
                TCMG Secretary 

October TCMG Meeting Minutes

i d A d h

G
G
W
M
H

decorations for sure but the

Photos 
by Steve 
Simmons 
(except for 
the shoe 
photo)

We all looked over the Toth TC after the 
meeting, and gave him many opinions on 
what he should do next on the resurrection 
of the TC.  And in spite of all we saw that 
needed fi xing, the TC started up and got 
him home. 

And Linda calls 
out another 
Boogo square 
for us to fi nd.

David Coleman 
calls out another 
winning raffl e 
ticket.

Dinner was delicious and company 
delightful.
DiDi dd l

We all llooked over th T th TC ft h



1948 TC 6973
XPAG 7797   Pewter / Red

A lovely old girl that still gives a run for 
our money when we do get her out for a 
short jaunt.
We would love to fi nd a loving, driving 
home for her and hope you will share 
this news with interested parties.
She was completely restored in 1980 
by Glen Binford and friends (:->)   She 
has always been garaged and covered 
and comes complete with Whitworth 
tools, luggage rack, leather suitcase and 
antique picnic box (also leather) with 
implements.
For additional information or to strike up 
a conversation, call me at 360-652-0363 
or email me at pamg4@wavecable.com 

Thank you, Pamela Binford-Grudin

Binford’s TC For SaleBinford’s TC For Sale
Hema of Hema Vintage Auto is 
looking for a project TC to fi x up.  TC 
needs to be complete and will consider 
a basket case or non running TC.  
Hema just does not want to be hunting 
for lots of parts but is fully capable of 
rebuilding and restoring.  

If you wish to sell yours, or know of 
one for sale, please contact:

             Hema, at 626-286-9112                             
or

   hemavintageauto@msn.com

TC WantedTC Wanted

Do you recognize 
this logo?

Not for SaleNot for Sale

It is the Lucas logo 
which can be found on 
various components 

on our TCs.

www.jctaylor.com/Antique/antique.html
or write:

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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