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January/February 2013January/February 2013

There 
are two 

Scavenger 
Hunts in this issue.  
First one is to see 
if you can fi nd the 

surrounding items in 
this issue.  And you 
will have to search 

for the second 
hunt.



Published in 
Southern California by the 

TC Motoring Guild 
PO Box Number 3452 
Van Nuys, CA 91407

The Classic Chassis is 
published semi-annually and 

The Midget Chassis fi lls in on 
the remaining months.

All contributions: articles, 
letters, advertisements, and 

captioned photos for the next 
issue should be sent to:

The Classic Chassis
c/o David Edgar,

1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020

email:  djedgar@pacbell.net

The
MIDGET CHASSIS 

Jan/Feb  2013

TCMG Executive Council 2013
President Gorden Bundy  . . 760-806-3849 gdbundy@aol.com
VP/Programs Ron Simon  . . . . . 818-708-2033 simon90248@yahoo.com
Secretary    David & Lucy McCanne  323-463-9869 Darodoll@aol.com
Treas/Memb David Edgar . . . . 619-593-8255 djedgar@pacbell.net
Director Gene Olson  . . . . 805-522-8052 olson_g@msn.com
Events/Web/Dir. Steve Simmons. . (see directory) mail@mgnuts.com 
Ex Offi cio David Mathison  . 310-351-9332 David.Mathison@lmu.edu
Editor David Edgar . . . . 619-593-8255 djedgar@pacbell.net
Asst-Editor Jim Crandall  . . . 310 457 3967 crandallonline@yahoo.com
Historian Don McLish . . . . 818-352-3741 dmclish1@hotmail.com 
Regalia Linda Simmons  . (see directory) linda@mgnuts.com
Raffl e Chair George Kershaw  714-998-4636  gwkershaw@gmail.com
Sunshine Chair Bobbie Simon. . . 818-708-2033 simonbobbie@yahoo.com

President’s MessagePresident’s Message

The post Mayan Calendar era has begun and 

we are still here.  We do love our “end of the 

world” parties.  To kick off 2013 properly, 

George “The Raffl e Monster” Kershaw  is 

offering a free raffl e ticket for each membership (a couple is one 

membership) in attendance at the January meeting.  This ticket is 

for a chance to win a TCMG annual membership for 2013.  If the 

winner has already paid their dues, it will be refunded. Are you 

feeling lucky?

   More and more positions in the club are becoming team rather 

than individual efforts.  I thing this is a great trend that will result 

in more interesting events and programs.  Ideas or suggestions from 

the general membership (including those in the Hinterlands) are 

welcome.  We would love to know what is going on with you and 

your TC.

   More after the January board and general meetings.  Lets get the 

pot boiling.  Perhaps the fi rst thing out will be a well cooked lame 

duck.
                                 Ciao... Gorden

Cartoon by TCMG member Brian Sonner



WWW.MOSSMOTORS.COM      800-667-7872

EARN POINTS 
AND WIN PRIZES 

BY TAKING PHOTOS 
OF YOURSELF, YOUR 
BRITISH CAR, AND 
“OFFICIAL SIGNS” 

FROM A-Z!

WIN PRIZES

1st Place: $1,000 Moss Gift certifi cate, 
2013 Challenge T-Shirt and Decal

2nd Place: $500 Moss Gift certifi cate, 
T-Shirt and Decal

3rd Place: $250 Moss Gift certifi cate, 
T-Shirt and Decal

Next 10 runners-up - $50 Moss Gift 
certifi cate, T-Shirt and Decal

Everyone else is eligible to win these 
prizes:

• 50 Points or more - $25 Moss Gift 
Certifi cate, T-Shirt and Decal

• 15-49 Points - 2013 Challenge T-Shirt 
and Decal

• 1-14 Points - 2013 Challenge Decal

As you drive your TC around local 
towns or across the continent, stop 
and take pictures with the signs 
that show where you are with your 
car. Keep the Motoring Challenge 
handy; you’ll be surprised how 
many points you can quickly earn!

AN EPIC SCAVENGER HUNT
FOR YOU AND YOUR BRITISH CAR!

This fellow gained a point 
by getting a photo of his car 
and Motoring Challenge sign 
at the Buellton city sign 

FOR FULL RULES 
AND ENTRY FORM 

VISIT 
MOSSMOTORS.COM 

THEN CLICK THE 
2013 MOTORING 
CHALLENGE LINK

5  

A Free Raffl e 
Ticket to each 

TCMG membership 
in attendance

And one prize is paid 
up dues for 2013
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Tuesday,
Jan 22nd

8:00 PM

Game master Gene 
Olson will have 
another one of his 
historic GAME 
NIGHT programs for 
us this month. The 
ladies team has won 
the last two, so time 
for the guys to make a 
good showing.

Game Night
TCMG Meeting 

held at:
Citibank 

Community Room
2350 Honolulu 
Ave,  Montrose

GPS coordinates:   
N 34.206    

W 118.229
Meeting room 

entrance is at the 
rear of the bank – 

downstairs.

Dues are $26.00 for those in the 90000 to 93300 
Zip Codes. For those living more distant, $22.00 
(unless you want the special fl yers on meetings 
and local events, in which case the amount is 
$26.00)
Please make checks out to TCMG, 
      and mail to our Treasurer/Membership Chair
 David Edgar
 TCMG Treasurer/Membership
 1454 Chase Terrace
 El Cajon, CA 92020
Send a note if there are any changes in address, 
phone, email or TC from what is in the 2012 
TCMG Directory so we can update our records.

TCMG
DUESDUES

Come to our Jan. meeting 
and get a chance of 
having your dues paid for 
2013 (or reimburse you if 
you already paid).  
And THANKS to all who 
have already paid.

Time to 
renew



MG TABC Website RemodelMG TABC Website Remodel
The TABC website has 
undergone a major change 
and now includes a forum.  
The idea is to get away 
from the Yahoo group 
email but there has been 
some resistance by some 
members.  Time will tell 
if that occurs.  
Our own Steve Simmons 
did the remodel and as 
with anything reworked 
there have been a few 
bugs but overall it has 
gone pretty nice.

The forum lets you put in photos 
which really is helpful and 
entertaining.  So please do visit the 
site and have a look around.  Same 
address as before:  mg-tabc.org
And while you are on the site, go 
ahead and register yourself and your 
TC.  That way your TC is accounted 
for or registered for the TA, TB and 
TC world to know about.  You can 
post a blurb about your TC if you wish 
but it is not required.
To register click on the Register link.  
If you have any diffi culty let Steve 
know.  And once you are registered 
more options will open up to you on 
the site.

So far there are 222 TA, TB and 
TC owners registered and the 
numbers keep climbing.

P.S. - just before press time TCMG members Steve Simmons and 
Tom Wilson both posted before and after photos of their TCs to 
view.  Should be an interesting thread to read as it grows.  I will 
have to see if I can fi nd a before photo of my TC and post too.

Simmons Garage ProgressSimmons Garage Progress

The Simmons garage project 
is moving along.  Steve says 
the next steps are the garage 
doors (four of them), installing 
the lifts and then fi nishing the 
fl oors (in that order).. 

Anyone recognize these two 
characters?  Photo taken on Venice 
Blvd back in the late 50’s.  These two 
young mechanics worked on MGs and 
other British machinery.  
Well if you have not guessed already, 
the two grease monkeys are Mike 
Goodman and Al Moss at Al’s shop.  
Eventually Al focused on supplying 
parts and Mike took over the 
mechanic part of the business.  
Mike wrote up a very nice tribute 
to Al which was published in the 
January GoF West Gazette.  Pete 
Thelander and Larry Long also have 
remembrances in there and Doug 
Pelton is the editor.  Download a copy 
at GoFWest.org to read it all.

                                From the Past                            



A few months ago I had the pleasure of 
Ron Gelinas, one of my customers from 
Texas, stopping by for a visit.  As with 
most visits of this sort, we exchanged MG 
stories and looked through the photos.  
Ron had just fi nished the restoration of a 
49 TC EXU that had spent its life in the 
Rhode Island area.  As we were thumbing 
through his “before and after” photos, 
(I always equate this to 2 new moms 
looking at baby pictures) I stopped at 1 
before photo and asked, “What are those 
on the wheels?”   Ron casually replied 

that they were beer trays that the previous 
owner installed to keep the spokes clean.  
Hmmm…this was a fi rst for me.  Clever 
one off type items are always of interest.

“Real” MG TC Originality“Real” MG TC Originality
Beer Trays

A week later, I got an email from 
Jason Len of California.  He had also 
just fi nished the restoration of his 
TC and he sent the before and after 
photos of his car for my review.  I was 

in total awe of what he started out 
with.  It was a very, very rough 
hulk resurrected into beautiful 
TC.  But then my eyes locked onto 
the wheels.  They had the trays.  I 
promptly email back and asked, 
“Are those beer trays behind the 
wheels?”  I got a prompt reply of, 
“yep, Coors”.  So this meant that 
the beer trays were an “aftermarket 
add-on that have been found in 
both the east and west coast.
And now to my surprise, the 
“aftermarket TC Beer Trays” have 
been sighted in Europe as well.  

Claude Lardans, of France, recently 
purchased a TC that had spent its life 
in Switzerland.  He inquired on the 
www.mg-tabc.org/ discussion board 

To the left is Jason Len’s 
TC in before condition with 
the Coors beer tray trim.  
And to the right is Jason’s 
TC in the completed 
condition sporting Alfi n 
drums in place of the 
Coors trim.

Ron Gelanis’ TC before restoration and with 
beer tray trim to keep the spokes clean.

Brake drum covers on TC owned by Claude Lardaos 
in France.  TC came to Claude from Switzerland so 
maybe these were Swiss beer trays.

if anyone knew about the disks on his 
wheels.  The prior owner told him it was 
an aftermarket accessory to help cool the 
brakes.  Maybe they were installed to 
look cool and not necessarily to cool.
I remember the beers trays from my 
younger years, but I never thought they 
would be considered a period accessory 

for the MG TC.    I guess this is just 
another one of life’s little surprises but 
more importantly an almost forgotten 
piece of the TC heritage.

       Doug Pelton   
      

doug@fromtheframeup.com



TCMG Annual Holiday Meeting/PartyTCMG Annual Holiday Meeting/Party

No TCs present unless you count Terrifi c 
Company.  All who attended our Annual 
Meeting and Holiday Party enjoyed 
the pleasure of each others company, 
delicious food and all without worry about 
a breakdown.  Art Ludwick coaxed a few 
dollars out of our pockets with the auction 
and bidders seemed to enjoy bumping up 
the bids on each other.  The TCMG awards 
were presented with Gene Olson taking 
the Breakdown Award, Joyce Edgar with 
the Frank Mason Award and Steve & Linda 
Simmons earning the Earl Sargent Award.

GoF West - 2013 in Carefree, AZGoF West - 2013 in Carefree, AZ

October 28 - November 1, 2013
held at the 

Carefree Resort & Conference Center
37220 Mule Train Road

Registration 
$50 before July 1 
$60 after July 1.

In Spirit $25

To register, visit GoFWest.org to 
register on-line or for a mail in form.

Resort reservations should 
be done direct with resort 

but use the link on the 
GoFWest site or on the 

registration form to get the 
special GoF West rates.

2013 TCMG
Executive Council

At the party the new 2013 TCMG Executive Council was announced and 
after a bit of debate we fell into the following positions.

top l-r: Gorden Bundy, President; Ron Simon, VP, David Edgar, Treasurer; 
Steve Simmons, Events & Webmaster; Gene Olson, Director
bottom l-r: Lucy & David McCanne, Secretary; David Mathison, Ex Offi cio



Before the meeting started we had a 
couple small groupings form for some 
idle gabbing and it seemed like we 
naturally split into groups by gender.  
Above left we have the guys talking 
and above right we have the ladies 
engaged together.

Our president had classroom duties 
this night so Gordon Glass stepped 
in to lead the meeting.  Here he is 
shown bringing the meeting to order 
using his shoe as a gavel.  Gordon ran 
through the list of things we needed 
to cover such as identifying guests 
(none), asking for minutes to be read, 
and treasurer’s report.  
For the treasurer’s report Joyce said 
we had 56 paid up for our annual 
meeting and party.  Dues for 2013 
are due at that meeting and she was 

accepting dues if anyone was 
ready to pay now.

November TCMG Meeting MinutesNovember TCMG Meeting Minutes

f h i d h d

O id t h d l d

Gene was not present to give an 
events report and there was no old 
or new business brought up.  Raffl e 
chair was not present so no raffl e.  So 
without further ado, Gordon accepted 
the motion to dismiss and declared it 
Munching Grub (MG) time so Pete 
Thelander could set up for his program 
on racing.
Submitted by 

        David EdgarDavid Edgar
                TCMG Secretary 

This photo was in one of Pete’s albums.  Do you 
recognize Pete & Fran?   I believe he said it was 
from the early 1970’s.

We had two TCs at the 
meeting that night.  Phil 
Toth brought his dad’s 
TC and the Simmons 
brought out theirs (both 
TCs being red).

Our members 
listened with 
interest in 
what Pete was 
explaining

Pete started out saying that for those 
that want to make a small fortune 
racing, that they need to start with 
a large fortune.  In other words do 
not count on making any money at it 
but expect to spend and spend.  One 
of his entry fees was in the $750 
neighborhood.  Driving suits can be in 
the $400 (for a 2 layer) to $800  and 
more for three layers.  Add a helmet 
(that has to be replaced with age), 
shoes, gloves and other safety wear 
can thin down your wallet even before 

spending money on the car 
itself.  And do not forget 
about transportation, and 
overnight accommodations.  
And if you are not a 
mechanic, having good 
friends can save you a few 
dollars.  
Driving schools can help 
you gain confi dence and 
experience 



1948 TC 6973
XPAG 7797   Pewter / Red

A lovely old girl that still gives a run for 
our money when we do get her out for a 
short jaunt.
We would love to fi nd a loving, driving 
home for her and hope you will share 
this news with interested parties.
She was completely restored in 1980 
by Glen Binford and friends (:->)   She 
has always been garaged and covered 
and comes complete with Whitworth 
tools, luggage rack, leather suitcase and 
antique picnic box (also leather) with 
implements.
For additional information or to strike up 
a conversation, call me at 360-652-0363 
or email me at pamg4@wavecable.com 

Thank you, Pamela Binford-Grudin

Binford’s TC For SaleBinford’s TC For Sale

Club RegaliaClub Regalia
‘TClinics’
     Available to members for free in PDF format (contact djedgar@pacbell.net). Send 
for a free index of over 60 ways to keep your MG “TC” operating safely and reliably. 
Each “clinic” is 20 cents in printed form. Non-members pay 50 cents for the index. 
Index is also on our web page at: www.tcmotoringguild.org/tclinicindex.html

“MG Through the Ages”
     MG in pictures, 18” x 24” poster ...........$1.75 members, $2.75 non-members

TCMG Club Badge ............ $25 if picked up, $30 if mailed (members only)

TCMG Club Pin ....................... $3 if picked up, $5 if mailed (members only)

“MGTC Specifi cations”      
     What is and what isn’t stock on the MG-TC?  A “must” for restorers..... $3.00 
members, $5.00 non-members

TCMG Cloth Emblem ......................................................................... $4.75

REGALIA CHAIR
Linda Simmons  linda@mgnuts.com
Prices beyond our control subject to change

U.S. postage is included in prices (international postage is extra)

www.jctaylor.com/Antique/antique.html
or write:

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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