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Wayne Nicholls, from 
Victoria, Australia, has built 
his own TC.  It is 1/4 scale 

so about a yard long in size.  
Completely built of only 

wood.  Steering works as 
does the drive shaft, doors, 
and bonnet.  Truly a work of 
art.  See the story and more 

photos on page 10.
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The Midget Chassis is 
published eleven times a year 
but bows out to the full size 
Classic Chassis occasionally

All contributions: articles, 
letters, advertisements, and 

captioned photos for the next 
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c/o David Edgar,
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It’s hard to believe that the year is 
winding up already.  It seems like 
our fi rst driving event of the year was 
only weeks ago when in reality our 
last one just concluded.  Attendance 
has been strong every month, helped 
no doubt by the mostly “top down” 
weather we have enjoyed this year.  
I recall only one event being rained 
upon back in April.

Our calendar for next year is already 
taking shape so I hope everyone 
is planning to take advantage of 
the short break in activities to 
catch up on any needed projects 
or maintenance.  There are still 
opportunities this year to kick tires 
and visit with friends both new 
and old at the two remaining social 
gatherings - our November meeting 
where we will be treated to a special 
presentation by David Reid and 
Terry Schuller on their underwater 
photography career, and at our annual 
holiday party in December. Besides 
the good food and great company, 

holiday party 
attendees will also 
enjoy the presentation 
of our annual TCMG awards, 
the traditional auction led this year 
by our own Larry Einhorn, and more.

Be there or be as square as Frank 
Mason’s tail lamps!

President’s 
President’s 

MessageMessage

Steve

WantedWantedWantedWanted
Seeking the radiator support rod on the right 
side, the one that has a bend to clear the 
manifolds. It goes from the scuttle to the 
radiator.

Reed Dickinson, TC/EXU7385
reed714@sbcglobal.net 

or:  714-838-1011

Shorrock Supercharger parts for TC. 
Mainly need the long drive assembly, 
idler assembly, tall cylinder head nut. 

John Wright
Mogfrog1@aol.com 

or 805.688.7367



GoF West 2015GoF West 2015

GoF West for 2015 will be in Rohnert Park, CA (about 50 
miles north of San Francisco) on June 15-19.   For more 
information and registration just go to: gofwest.org

The Sacramento Valley MG Car Club is hosting and 
they are hard at work putting it together.

Save the Date

    
Our

 Nov. 
 

 Meeti
ng

Underwater 
Photography 

and an 
African Safari

Tuesday,
Nov 25th

      8:00 PM ☞

TCMG Meeting held at:
Citibank Community Room

2350 Honolulu Ave,  Montrose
Meeting room entrance is at the 
rear of the bank – downstairs.

David Reid & Terry Schuller have a business 

producing accessories for underwater 
photography.  They of course enjoy the 

sport too and have amazing photographs and 

videos to share with us.  Plus they recently 

went on an safari in Africa and have photos 

and video of that as well

These are just some teaser photos.  To 
see more plus some videos, come to the 
meeting.  It is amazing what other areas 
of interest our TCMG members have.



Early MG TC Dealerships and Road Racing
In the 2014 Nov/Dec issue of Vintage 
Motorsport there is an excellent 
article on Kjell Qvale opening one 
of the fi rst MG dealerships on the 
west coast, in San Francisco, and his 
involvement in setting up the fi rst 
road race on the west coast.  With 
the interesting text, there are some 
TC photos I had never seen before.  
Due to copyrights I cannot reprint 
the article and photos here in their 
entirety but can help advertise it and 
steer you to their site.
Go to: vintagemotorsport.com or see 
if copies are available at newstands or 
bookstores.

A cropped down section of one of the 
article photos.

Thanks to Jim Sullivan for telling us about this.

You will note that this 
cartoon has Gorden Bundy’s 
name crediting him with 
the inspiration.  Charles 
Schultz said, “ A cartoonist 
is someone who has to 
draw the same thing day 
after day without repeating 
himself.”  The hard part of 
cartooning is the idea not the 
drawing.  While the TCMG 
and ARR are “target rich 
environment” for ideas, I can 
use ideas anytime you have 
them.  No promise that they 
will get ink applied, but if 
there is I will put your name 
in the corner.

Brian Sonner
sonnerb@comcast.net

Note from Artist:

Welcome
Welcome to Our Newest TCMG MembersWelcome to Our Newest TCMG Members

I bought the car out of Washington on eBayin 
2013 as shown in top photo. Current condition 
in bottom photo shows beginning of tear down 
for a complete nut and bolt restoration/rebuild.
I have owned many sports cars in my life; 
including Jaguars, Triumphs and MGBs. 
Always thought that the TC was the greatest 
looking sports car. Also, in the middle of a nut 
and bolt restoration of a 1966 Triumph TR4A.

William & Janet Wood
  24 S. Lakeshore  Drive 
  Whispering Pines, NC  28327  
          phone: 910-949-2893  

wlmailhtml:smojan@embarqmail.com  
1947   TC 2415    XPAG3807   (under  restoration)

Steve Burton
6787 Onyx Place 
Carlsbad, CA  92009 
 760-518-9323

 sgburt@gmail.com
1948   TC 4490    XPAG 5140   (under restoration)              

In the past I have totally restored a 1950 
TR/3A, 1950 MG/TD , 1947 MG/TC  all of 
which started out in about the same condition 
as this one. I love the restoration process, 
and when they reach the point that there is 
nothing left to work on. I sell them.

Hopefully we can get progress 
reports on these two TCs as they go 
through the process.  Stay tuned !



TC Clutch Throwout Ball BearingsTC Clutch Throwout Ball Bearings

The original TC throw out bearing 
with a carbon rubbing surface used to 
disengage the clutch dry disk from 
the engine is not an especially 
elaborate design. The carbon 
surface is meant to slide over the 
fl at portion of the pressure plate 
when the clutch pedal is activated 
and to transmit pressure suffi cient to 
disengage the clutch dry disk from the 
engine. The carbon surface will wear 
rapidly if any roughness is present on the 
face of the pressure plate disk.
This procedure details how to modify the 
original carbon type release bearing and 
install a ball bearing in its place.  I made 
this installation in my TC and it works 
great.
Press the original carbon disk out of 
the release bearing carrier using an 
appropriate diameter socket. I used a belt 
sander on the next steps, but a grinder 
will work too.  Sand the four mounting 
tabs off of a Timken 614110 clutch 
release bearing assembly as pointed 
out in photo.  Sand the bell off at the 
bottom of the 2.25” fl ange.  Also sand a 
slight bevel on the bottom side so it can 
be easily pressed into the original TC 

throw out bearing holder.  Reassemble 
the bearing using the top wafer spring 
and bearing body and press the assembly, 
using a proper diameter socket, into the 
original MGTC throw out bearing carrier.  
It is an interference fi t but installs easily 
when squeezed in a vice with the socket.  
Discarded the wire mounts, the inner 
fl ange and the plate the tabs were bent 
around.  The way the original bearing was 
mounted assures that the whole assembly 
is self-centering when the clutch is 
engaged.
Install the modifi ed bearing assembly 
using the original mounting wires. Adjust 
the clutch pedal to release the clutch disk 
no more than 2-3” from the fl oor. 

          
                  TC 7385EXU

Timken 614110

Reed Dickinson

Larry Pate is one anxious TC owner 
who cannot wait to drive his TC again.  
The Nigel Shiftright TC, which he 
owns, has just fi nished a complete 
revitalization by “From the Frame Up”  
while maintaining all the many unique 
features distinctive to previous owner, 
Phil Frank, and as it appeared in the 
April 2006 Road & Track issue. Larry is 
now working on getting it from Arizona 
to Long Beach, CA.  Looks like an 
exceptional job well done.  Can’t wait to 
see it at one of our TCMG events.

Shiftright Special On The Road AgainShiftright Special On The Road Again

TCMG Annual End of Year Meeting/PartyTCMG Annual End of Year Meeting/Party

Esther Belland will take all toys 
donated to the Foster Children’s 
Resource Center, run by the 
Hilltoppers Auxiliary, a part of 
the Assistance League of Los 
Angeles.  Their biggest need is 
for toys and games for kids 6 
months to 6 years.  (DO NOT gift 
wrap)

TCMG Holiday 
Toy Drive

Sunday, Dec. 7, 2014 
at 6:30 pm

Dinners are $30 each (reservations must 
be received by Nov. 18) and include salad, 
entrée, dessert, tax & gratuity.  
Price goes to $40 after Nov 18.  No 
guarantee of price, menu or even being able 
to accommodate anyone after Nov 30.
Your menu choices are:

•  Boneless Short Ribs Braised 
       in Red Wine

•  Atlantic Salmon with Dill Sauce

•  Porcini Mushroom Ravioli with 
      White Truffl e Cheddar Sauce

EVENTS CENTERCaribou Room12933 Ventura BlvdStudio City, CA  91604

Make dinner reservations by making check 
out to TCMG and mailing to:
 Joyce Edgar
 1454 Chase Terrace
 El Cajon, CA  92020
List entrée and names of who is attending.

Come enjoy fellowship with your 
fellow TCMG’rs and support our 

auction and toy drive.
Linda Simmons is our Event Coordinator 
and can be reached at linda@mgnuts.com 

if you have any questions.

The Sportsmen’s Lodge Hotel is right next 
door if you wish a room.
www.slhotel.com
12825 Ventura Blvd. 
Studio City, CA 91604
800-821-8511
No rooms have been set aside for us.

Bring something fun for the 
auction.  Proceeds help keep our 

dinner cost reasonable.

TCMG Auction with 
Larry Einhorn 
as Auctioneer

WHEN

Our Year End Party 
and Annual Meeting 

with Toy Drive and Auction

WHAT

WHERE

* If reservation is not received by 
Nov 30 then you must confi rm 
with Linda Simmons to see if 
we can accommodate you.

*

☞

Note: All raffl e participants 
during the previous year are eligble 
for the $100 drawing held at the 
party (must be present to win).



Awesome All Wood MG TCAwesome All Wood MG TC

I make scale models from “scratch” (in 
wood).  This 1/4 scale 1945 MG TC, 
is all wood, using Western Red Cedar, 
Victorian Ash, Pine and White Birch
A small amount of paper was used for 
gauges, engine and body id plates and 
radiator hoses.  There has been no use 
of metal or plastics in this model.   The 
model is a true 1/4 scale and measures 
at just under 1 metre long . Work 
started on this in early November 2013 
and completed in early September 
2014.
I initially started with a photocopy of  
¼ scale blueprint drawing from the 
body department of Morris Motors 
Limited Cowley, Oxford in England 
dated 1944.  This drawing showed a 
side elevation and ½ image of front, 
back and above.  Although this was a 
factory drawing – this diagram  was 
“obviously” only intended as a rough 
indication of the overall body design 
– With no real detail of wheel spokes , 
interior or mechanical details.
The drawing did  give me some details 
such as wheel size and overall length to 
work from.  The MG - TC wheel spoke 
pattern had to be worked out from 
photos of the real thing as well as the 

“old” compass, pencil and ruler 
(All 48 spokes per wheel).

The model has full mechanical detail, 
including steering box is a working 
model (with internal working worm 
screw  and matching gear).  This is 
connected to an idler arm and steering 
rods, as in the real car.  The door catches 
operate with the use of  “slide gearing” 
that I had to work out to fi t a 20mm x 
20mm internal space.  The door hinges 
work and rear side curtain compartment 
opens and closes.  The universal joints 
on the tail shaft function, and the bonnet 
or hood sides and tops open and close in 
the “concertina fashion” of the full sized 
car.
This model in The 2014 Royal 
Melbourne Show (Art and Craft 
Competition) where it was awarded 
First Place for Best in Woodwork in two 
classes, and  the People’s Choice Award 
as the overall best in show .
Wayne Nicholls, Victoria , Australia

Laurel & Hardy Festival TourLaurel & Hardy Festival Tour

A wonderful time was had by the 23 
members and guests as they partook 
in a nice lunch and then headed over 
to the Old Town Music Hall in El 
Segundo. We enjoy a nice collection 
of Laurel and Hardy silent and talkie 
movies!  The silent movies were 
accompanied by a 1925 Wurlitzer 
organ.  
The four TCs at the event were 
driven by Garrett Hanes and mother 
Fran, Richard & Sandra Loe, Steve 
& Linda Simmons, Ron & Diane 
Spindler
Those in moderns were: David & 
Suzie Colman, Joe Douglass and 
Eleanor, Roy Jones with  to guests, 
Don & Jan McLish, Joel & Toshimi 
Shapiro, Curt & Jan Sorensen, Ron 
& Bobbie Simon
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Photos by Steve Simmons



October 28October 28th th Meeting MinutesMeeting Minutes
The TCMG membership started 
arriving at 6:30pm for the Annual 
Halloween Potluck Party and meeting. 
There were two red TC MGs parked 
at the entrance of our Montrose 
location.  They were driven by Richard 
and Sandra Loe and Steve and Linda 
Simmons.  

As members entered carrying their 
assigned dish, they can see white table 
clothes covering long tables facing 
the podium. The center pieces were 
black spider webs. White pumpkins 
lined the center and candy corns in 
cups scattered, complimented the color 
scheme of black, white and green. 
A couple of ladies scurried around the 
dessert and main dish tables and the 
kitchen. They assisted Linda Simmons 
who was arranging food on the table.  
Lasagna was the main dish surrounded 
by all kinds of salads, garlic sticks, 
chips and dips. Another table was all 
desserts.  The kitchen counter was 
fi lled with soft drinks, coffee and tea 
refreshments. Everyone was in a party 
mood and we enjoyed the great dinner 
and company.
Treasury Report was posted on the 
wall and TC Banner hung behind the 
podium.  President Steve Simmons 
gaveled to start the meeting after the 
dinner at about 8:15pm.  He thanked 
everyone attending and for bringing 

dishes and refreshments.  Also 

appreciation and thanks to Linda 
Simmons for her leadership in getting 
the potluck together as well as the 
Halloween decorations.
The Minutes of the September Meeting 
written by Joyce Edgar were approved 
as well as the Treasury Report.  Joyce 
reminded everyone to send their 
monies for the Annual Holiday Party 
and held at Sportsmen’s Lodge, 
Studio City on Sunday, December 
7th, starting at 6:30pm.  It is $30.00 
per person until November 18th, 
afterwards will cost $40.00 per person. 
Please refer to newsletter regarding 
details.  In addition, Steve Simmons 
is pleased to announce the auctioneer 
this year is Larry Einhorn.  He has 
successfully auctioned in past holiday 
parties. Everyone is encouraged 
to bring interesting items for the 
auction.  Esther Belland will take all 
toys donated to the Foster Children’s 
Resource Center. 
A Sunshine item: Gordon Glass is 
recovering from surgery and he and 
Mimi plan to be at the Holiday Party.  
 Steve informed membership of a swap 
meet at Orange County. This is hosted 
by the Vintage MG Club for November 
23, 2014 from 7am to 1pm. A fl yer was 
passed around. 
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Photos by Steve Simmons

Program Event Coordinator, Kurt 
Sorensen reminded upcoming program 
for November 25th meeting.  It is a 
presentation by David Reid and Terry 
Schuller on Underwater Photography 
plus their African Safari.
Steve Simmons shared an interesting 
Conclave story going to Sonora. The 
trip started with everyone assembling 
in Granada Hills, then 
a TCMG lunch stop in 
Porterville.  They were 
joined by 6 other ARR TCs.  
A total of 16 TCs, roamed 
the beautiful landscape 
of Sonora.  The Saturday 
Conclave Dinner was a 
good conclusion to another 
successful TC event of the 
North meet 
South TCMG enthusiasts, Steve and 
Linda Simmons along with the Hanes 
family extended their Sonora adventure 
while the rest drove home.

Another fl yer was 
passed around regarding 
the “Old Town 
Music Hall” event of 
November 8th.
This will be the last 
driving event of 
the year, taking the 
TC enthusiasts to 
El Segundo for the 
Laurel and Hardy 
Festival.  Silent fi lms 

accompanied by the Mighty Wurlitzer 
will be an enjoyable program for 
everyone to see.  
Old Business:  Richard Loe has 
submitted an application regarding 
trademark of the TC Motoring Guild 
name. He said it will take about 3 
month to get assigned in the patent 
offi ce.

New Business:   Steve Simmons 
suggested future Conclave locations 
can be any interesting towns situated in 
middle California.  The past Conclave 

locations were mostly by the 
coast.  Any suggestions by 
members on future Conclave 
locations are welcomed.
There was a discussion 
regarding nominations for 
2015 TCMG Executive 
Council.  Nine members were 
nominated: Gorden Bundy, n

Continued on next page



Dave Coleman, David Edgar, Joyce 
Edgar, Ron Simon, Curt Sorensen, 
Pete Thelander, Don McLish and 
David Mathison (these last three 
needing to accept before being placed 
on the ballot)..  Steve Simmons who is 
2014 TC President will automatically 
serve on the council as ex-offi cio .
Richard Loe volunteered to mail out 
ballots and pre-stamped envelopes 
for return mail.  He will count ballots 
returns.
Joyce Edgar mentioned that AAA 
Automobile Insurance Company has 
a classic policy and the TCMG Club 
is listed as a club they will give a 
discount to.  Members interested can 
google the internet for information 
regarding the classic policy. 

Gorden Bundy collected monies 
for raffl e.  There was an array 

of items ranging from “ A Classic 
MG”  Coloring Book, an embroidered 
MG centerpiece, a MGTC model 
kit, MG badges, an MG blk/white 
pencil drawing.   We thank Gorden 
and June for acquiring the raffl e items 
enjoyed by the winners.  The meeting 
adjourned and we enjoyed the fabulous 
desserts.
Program:   After the delicious 
refreshments, everyone sat content and 
eager to get started for the program 
of the evening.  This was an evening 
of games.  Groups of four were 
involved in a fi ve page contest of TC 
MG related games created by Steve 
and Linda.  It was fun and enjoyed 
by everyone.  The party ended at 
10:00pm.
Respectfully yours,

Lucy McCanne

September Meeting continuedSeptember Meeting continued

              facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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