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March  2014March  2014
2014 marks TCMG’s 

60th Anniversary.  

Heading drawing 

comes from the ‘50s. 

But a TC is too 
valuable to just 
drive around.  
Hogwash.  People 
buy $78,000 
Mercedes SUV 
and drive them 
everyday, so why 
not the MG?

We had fi ve, yes, 
fi ve TCs outside 
our meeting 
room at the last 
meeting.  A very 
nice sight indeed.  
It has been said 
that a TC unused 
is an insult to its 
designers!  Is this 
a challenge to our 
February meeting 
people?

  6060thth  TCMG TCMG 
AnniversaryAnniversary



Published in 
Southern California by the 

TC Motoring Guild 
PO Box Number 3452 
Van Nuys, CA 91407

The Midget Chassis is 
published eleven times a year 
but bows out to the full size 
Classic Chassis occasionally

All contributions: articles, 
letters, advertisements, and 

captioned photos for the next 
issue should be sent to:

The Classic Chassis
c/o David Edgar,

1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020

email:  djedgar@pacbell.net

The
MIDGET CHASSIS 

March 2014
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Raffl e Chair (position temporarily open)    
Sunshine Chair Bobbie Simon. . . 818-708-2033 simonbobbie@yahoo.com
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President’s Message
President’s Message

With apologies to our East Coast friends, 

it was great to see fi ve TCs at a Winter 
meeting, four of them running topless.  I 

can’t remember seeing that many people 

braving the cold for a January meeting.  The 

use of our cars seems to be increasing these past couple of years, 

a trend that I hope continues through the rest of this year.

We have some great events planned for 2014 so there will be ample 

opportunity to enjoy your TC to its fullest.  With the glorious 

driving weather we’ve had this Winter (although a little rain would 

be welcome here in Southern California), there is little time for 

mechanical work since we have no excuse to park our cars for the 

season.  So what is your incentive to get your current projects done?  

The promise of enjoying even more perfect motoring weather 

among a pack of your TCMG friends!

Be sure to check out the upcoming Wine Country Weekend in May.  

This promises to be a memorable event!  And remember you can 

view a complete calendar of TCMG meetings and events by visiting 

our web site at tcmotoringguild.org   Navigate to the 2014 Calendar 

page to view dates and detailed info on all of our planned activities 

for 2014.

See you on the road!

Thanks to all our 
advertisers for staying 
with us another year.  

In addtion to their 
printed ads in our 

newsletters, see links to 
their webpages on our 

club website:
tcmotoringguild.org/ads



Next to the warehouse is a garage full 
of British cars. And our co-workers often commute in 

theirs. We put these cars to work every day.

When new parts are developed, we test them. If a 
part is returned, we’ll bolt it on, analyze it, and work 

with the manufacturer to make it right.

If we are not happy with a part being on our cars, we 
wouldn’t think of selling it to you. And, just to make 
certain you are satisfied, we stand behind our parts 

with the longest warranty in the business.

Call us. We’d love to send you a free catalog.

www.mossmotors.com 800-667-7872
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MG-NE Racing 
& Travels

TCMG Meeting held at:
Citibank 

Community Room
2350 Honolulu Ave,  

Montrose

Meeting room entrance is at the rear of the bank – downstairs.

5  

Yes we still call it George’s Raffl e even 
though he is taking a break from it right 
now.  Last month Pete & Fran won the 2014 

dues prize and others came away with 
other nice prizes.  We still have some 

great prizes George had for this month 
and Lucy McCanne said she would bring a 
beautiful house plant as well.  Come join the 
fun at the February TCMG meeting.  Thanks 
to Gorden Bundy and June Wennekamp 
for fi lling in as Raffl e Masters.

GEORGE’S 

RAFFLE ‘RANTICS

Tuesday,
Feb. 25th

      8:00 PM

Pete Thelander will give a 
presentation on his recent trip 
around the country to race his 
1934 MG NE at Watkins Glen 

and other venues.  Some of 
his stops with the car included 
Monterey, Put-In-Bay, Ohio, 

Watkins Glen in New York and 
GoF in Oneonta New York.

We had 5 TCs at the 
January meeting.  Will 
February’s turnout be 

even better?



March Gamble House Tour

We will be touring the Gamble 
House in Pasadena, named a 
National Historic Landmark 
for its outstanding examples 
of American Arts and Crafts 
style architecture. The house 

and furnishings were designed 
by Charles and Henry Greene 
in 1908 for David and Mary 

Gamble of the Procter & 
Gamble Company.

Saturday, Saturday, 
March 22March 22ndnd

May 9-11, 2014 - Wine Country WeekendMay 9-11, 2014 - Wine Country Weekend

IMPORTANT: 
Do not purchase tickets from 

Gamble House!  We are 
taking a private tour which 
must be paid for through 
the club.  Tickets are $15 

each.  Make out you check 
to TCMG and send to Joyce 
Edgar, 1454 Chase Terrace, 

El Cajon, CA 92020.

Meet at 9:30 for breakfast at “The Raymond”, 
located at 1250 S Fair Oaks Ave, Pasadena, 
91105.  We will then caravan to Gamble House, 
located at 4 Westmoreland Place, Pasadena CA 
91103, arriving at Gamble House by 11:30 for 
our 11:45 tour.

Put This May Event on Your CalendarPut This May Event on Your Calendar

Hotel Information:
The Franciscan, 109 Bath Street, 
Santa Barbara, California, 93101
(805) 963-8845
Important: When making 
reservations, book under our 
group name “TC Motoring Guild”
and best to reserve early.

A three day event includes: 
a relaxing tour up to Santa Barbara, 
a visit to a fabulous car collection, 
a winery visit and a dinner gathering.  
More details on our website and to 
come in future newsletters.

Note: Please RSVP for this event to 
Steve Simmons at mail@mgnuts.com

Bailey, Mike
Campbell, Alan
Castle, Mike
deBruyn, Pete
Ellis, Jim
Fuller, Edwin
Garder, Jon

Dues are $26.00 for those in the 90000 to 93300 Zip 
Codes. For those living more distant, $22.00 (unless 
you want the special fl yers on meetings and local 
events, in which case the amount is $26.00)
Please make checks out to TCMG, 
      and mail to:
 TCMC
 1454 Chase Terrace
 El Cajon, CA 92020
Send a note if there are any changes in address, 
phone, email or TC from what is in the 2013 TCMG 
Directory so we can update our records.

TCMG DUESTCMG DUES

Is your name on the list 
below?  If so then time to 
get your dues in for 2014 

if you wish to renew.

Time to 
renew

Those that HAVE NOT RENEWED yet.

Hall, Richard
Koons, Robert
Leclerc, Larry
Len, Jason
Pate, Larry
Schrieberg, Stephen
Sherwood, Peter

Smith, Bob
Toth, Helen (Phil)
Uerkvitz, William
Uniack, John
Weiss, Clarence
Williams, John
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Lame Duk Kup Event ReportLame Duk Kup Event Report
Our Lame Duk event 
for this year was a 
round of miniature 
golf and the turnout 
was great, plus we had 
four TCs present.  The 
number one comment 
among everyone was 
that they had not 
miniature golfed in 
ages (and scores proved 
everyone was rusty).  
Twenty-three of us gave 
it our best shot and 
seems like everyone 
had loads of fun.

In TCs were Ron & Bobbie Simon, 
Steve & Linda Simmons, Mel & Toni 
Appell and Richard Loe.  Richard’s 
wife Sandra came in a separate car as 
she could not stay for the entire event.  
Also in attendance were Allan & Linda 
Chalmers, who caught a ride with Jim 
& Norma Crandall,  David & Lucy 
McCanne, Gordon & Mimi Glass, David 
& Joyce Edgar, Don McLish, Curt & Jan 
Sorensen and Stan & Anita Roman.

David Edgar came 
away with the Duk 
Kup with a golf 
score of 51.

Photos by 
 Steve Simmons & 

David Edgar

Seems one of the golf balls ended 
up in the water so Jim & Allan 
teamed up to retrieve it.

All this activity took it’s toll 
and we caught a rest break 
before heading to the Robin 
Hood British Pub for lunch.

At the pub we 
discovered it was 
Norma’s birthday.  A 
piece cake with a lit 
candle was brought 
out and we sang a 
rousing edition of 
Happy Birthday.

OK, time to head 
home and Richard 
gets into his TC.

Special 
thanks to 

Steve & Linda 
for organizing 

this.

Lunch at the pub ensured that 
we did not starve to death and 
could play another day.



Written by Al Moss years ago and passed onto us by Allan Chalmers

Al Moss Comments on Square TCAl Moss Comments on Square TC

“Neat to see a few pictures of the 
“Square TC”. Do you know how 
it came about? If not, here goes---
Do you remember the comedy 
team, “The Ritz Brothers”? Same 
time as the Marx brothers. Well, 
Jimmy Ritz purchased a new 
black TC, which around 1951 he 
sold to Jack Wilder (a dear friend 
who I am still in contact with). 
Jack raced the TC at least once 
and that was at Pebble Beach. 
Jack sold the TC to a mutual 
friend, Howard Friedman in about 
1952. Howard was a contractor 
(he built my shop building on 
Venice Blvd. in L.A.)
As the TC was never fi tted with 
bumpers, Howard had someone in 
his shop make a set of bumpers, 
using whatever material was readily 
available, which just happened to be 
one inch square solid steel. He had them 
chromed and installed and eventually 
sold the still-black TC to Bobbi’dine 
Rodda’s father, Frank Mason.

Ed Note: Frank Mason reported he 
bought the TC from Groucho Marx, 
but Frank was known to embellish 
stories.  Frank did say it was raced 
1949-50 though so that part 
matches up.

Frank picked up on the square theme and 
made everything possible into square 
shapes. All of the wiring was replaced in 
a square pattern. He removed the front 
shock absorbers because they were not . . 
. square. He had square turn lamps made 
for the back of the TC. I can’t remember 
what all else was square. Obviously, his 
sun glasses!
I heard a few years ago that the Square TC 
was still around. I wonder.....
Cheers, Al

If you guessed Mel & Toni Appell then you are 
incorrect.  These are photos of Mike & Sharon Goodman 
at Vista Del Mar Concours in late 50’s or early 60’s.

Who Are These TC People?

Welcome

Welcome to a New TCMG Member

I bought the TC from the original 
owner’s widow in 1974-5. I was still 
in school and basically broke; so all I 
could do for the next 7 years is take it 
all apart, including remove the metal 
from the wood body and remake 
several wooden parts using white 
oak that was left over from “shoring” 
freight during WWII. Once the body 
was removed I took the frame down to 
bare metal and replaced all important 
nuts and bolts. I got it running in time 
for the 1979 “GOF” in San Diego; but 
still had a long way to go to fi nish the 
ground -up restoration. I considered 
it fi nished for the 1980 “GOF”; but as 
we all know, were never going to be 
fi nished. This year will make my 40th 
year owing the TC.

James Marsala
4419 Whittier Street 
Ventura, CA 93003 
  805-658-9998 
jwm1941@yahoo.com 
1949   TC 9248     XPAG 9248   Red / Biscuit

James will confi rm the TC number 
when he can get to the TC.  As you 
can see from the photo it is not easy 
to get to.  Right now James is fi nishing 
up a 1953 F-100 pick-up putting 
modern suspension and engine in it.

Answer at bottom of page.

Answer to Who Are These People?



January 28 Meeting MinutesJanuary 28 Meeting Minutes
Ex-Offi cio Mr. Gorden Bundy, welcomed 
and introduced the 2014 TC MG Guild 
President Steve Simmons.
President Steve Simmons started the 
meeting THANKING: 
 • Gorden Bundy for his outstanding 

service as last year’s president. 
 • Lucy McCanne and Joyce Edgar for 

a successful 2013 Holiday Party at 
Sportsmen’s Lodge

 • Art Ludwick who did a wonderful job 
as auctioneer at our party.

 • George Kershaw and Kevin for a good 
job as “raffl e chair”.  George will be 
unable to chair “the raffl e” for a while 
due to a medical set back. Our well 
wishes to George.

 • For the fi ve TC owners who drove 
their TCs to the fi rst meeting of the 
New Year:  Edgar, Loe, McLish, 
Olson, and Simmons. 

Thanks and appreciation was also given 
to Linda Simmons for the delicious 
spread of goodies to be enjoyed by all 
attending the meeting tonight and also to 
Citibank for another year of occupancy 
for the TC MG Club.
In the mail was a stack of Moss Motors 
fl yers and a Christmas card.
Lucy McCanne suggested that Linda 
Simmons be the coordinator of the 
TCMG Annual Holiday Party this year, 
with Lucy assisting.  
Joyce Edgar (Treasurer/Membership) 

sent board members a recap of last 

year’s fi nances and posted proposed 
budget for this year.  The board approved 
the budget earlier and copies were on the 
wall for others to see.

New members welcomed are, Reed & 
Phyllis Dickinson of Tustin, CA. and 
James Marsala of Ventura, California.
Joyce reported 62 membership paid 
dues and 39 not paid.  We now have a 
total of 101 TC MG members.  Hema 
Ratnayale purchased Earl Sargent’s TC 
and hopefully will join TCMG. 
Steve welcomed guest, Mr. John 
Seims who is a MGTC and vintage 
car enthusiasts.  Our honorary and 
monthly attendee Joe Douglass called 
Art and Sarah Ludwick during the fi re 
at Glendora.  The fi re crossed Easley 
Canyon and their community was spared.
New Business: 

Don McLish has a TC tow bar that he 
got from Mike Goodman as well as a 
brake shoe arcing machine he acquired 
recently.  He said if a garage could be 
found to stow them, the club members 
could use them.  Steve Simmons’ garage 
was suggested and Steve OK’d that.  Don 

Th k d i i l i

is the “key” Manager  of the Citibank 
meeting location for this year.
Discussion on our missing travel banner 
was brought up.  Bob Wilmer might be 
able to assist in this matter.
Ex-Offi cio Gorden Bundy will act 
temporarily next month as “raffl e Chair” 
for George Kershaw.  Others to help are 
needed as well for future meetings.
President Steve Simmons’ printed and 
read a copy of 2014 Club Calendar 
proposed events. (see side bar here)
Program: Game Night – our thanks to 
Gene and Karen Olson for this year’s 
game night presentation.  They prepared 
an array of TC tools and parts for 
members describe to others, charades 
style.  The game was fun and enjoyed by 
everyone.  Again, the ladies won.  
Respectfully yours,

Calendar as it stood in January
Feb 15 – Lame Duk Kup
Feb 25 – Mtg - “Racing MG NE at Watkins Glen”
Mar (Date TBA) – Gamble House
Mar 25 – Mtg - “Art Ludwick presents Benjamin Franklin”
April (Date TBA) – Wildfl ower Tour
April 22 – Mtg – program TBA          
May (Date TBA) – Wine Country Weekend
May 27 – Mtg – program TBA
June (Date TBA) – Cherry Picking/Leona Valley
June 24 – Annual Henkels Picnic and Meeting
July (Date TBA) – Adamson House & Malibu Lagoon Museum 
July 22 – Mtg – program TBA
Aug 25-29 – GOF West/ San Diego
Aug 26 – TCMG Mtg held at GOF West
Sept 7 – Santa Paula Airport 
Sept 23 – Mtg – program TBA
Oct (Date TBA) – TCMG/ARR Conclave 
Oct 28 – Mtg - “Halloween & Potluck Dinner”
Nov 25 – Mtg – program TBA
Dec (Date TBA) – Holiday Party and Annual Meeting

Lucy McCanne

Gene gives us the 
rules he hopes we 
will follow.Fran acts out 

her TCMG event

Lucy 
tries to 
give us 
clues as 
Gene 
monitors

Linda has the TC horn 
for us to guess

Steve can’t 
believe we 
haven’t guessed 
his clues yet.

(Ed Note - March tour has 
now been set for March 22 

and May tour for May 9-11).
See website for more 

information and schedule 
updates/changes.



Club RegaliaClub Regalia

TCMG Car Badge      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25 ($30 if mailed) members only

TCMG Car Vintage Badge      . . . . . . . . .  $30 ($35 if mailed) members only

TCMG Cloth Patch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5 ($6.50 if mailed) members only

TCMG Lapel Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 ($5 if mailed) members only

TCMG Lapel Vintage Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 ($5 if mailed) members only

MG TC Pin & MG Car Club Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (inquire)

“MGTC Specifi cations” -What is and what isn’t stock on the MG-TC?  
A “must” for restorers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 members, $5 non-members, Postage $2

MG TC Color Specs  . . . . . . . . . . .  $2 members, $3 non-members, Postage $2

A B

A
B

REGALIA CHAIR
Linda Simmons  linda@mgnuts.com

Prices beyond our control subject to change
U.S. postage is quoted in prices (international postage is extra)

Note: TClinics 
now available 

on-line at no cost.  
tcmotoringguild.org

GoF West 2014GoF West 2014

San Diego, San Diego, 
CaliforniaCalifornia

August 25-29August 25-29

Held at 
Bahia Resort Hotel 

on Mission Bay

For more infoFor more info
www.gofwest.orgwww.gofwest.org

Plan on attending 
this. Fairly close 
by and should be 
an exciting event 
with lots of MGs 
to view and great 

driving too.

              facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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