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We’ve just returned from 
Sonora where 16 TCs  met 
for a weekend of driving 

and socializing with the Abingdon 
Rough Riders.  Being a bit farther 
north than usual, we southlanders 
made it an overnight trip to get there 
and back.  Over the years, our old TC 
has proven itself quite reliable and 
hasn’t been on a tow truck since the 
day it came home with us.  This year 
however, it was our turn to slow the 
caravan as the car began overheating 
only 50 miles into an 850 mile trip.  
It ran hot all the way to Clovis, 
boiling over twice along the way.  
Lots of fi ddling revealed nothing 
wrong.

The next morning we departed with 
our caravan of six TCs and three 
moderns but made it only 25 miles 
into the foothills before boiling again.  
So we decided to head down the hill 
alone to seek help from the closest 
British repair shop we could fi nd.  
When we rolled into British Steel 
in Fresno, we knew we were in the 
right place.  The shop was fi lled with 
British machinery of all types - MG, 

Austin Healey, 
Jaguar, Triumph, 
Morris, Sunbeam, 
Mini, you name it.  The 
owner Rick opened his shop, 
tools and supplies to us and for 
a good fi ve hours helped us try to 
fi gure out the problem.

We tested everything from timing 
to mixture, radiator fl ow to valve 
clearance.  We looked for combustion 
gasses in the coolant, blockage in 
the waterways and problems with 
the water pump.  All tests revealed 
nothing wrong!  Running out of time, 
we put things as right as we could.  
And at the end of the day Rick not 
only refused any payment, he sent 

President’s 
President’s 

MessageMessage

w g

Ernie & Roy checking out the TC
Some of the cars at British Steel

Continued on page 14



GoF West 2015GoF West 2015

GoF West for 2015 will be in Rohnert Park, CA (about 50 
miles north of San Francisco) on June 15-19.   For more 
information and registration just go to: gofwest.org

The Sacramento Valley MG Car Club is hosting and 
they are already hard at work on all the details.

    
Our

 Oct
.  

 Meeti
ng

Tuesday,
Oct 28th

      7:00 PM ☞

Contact 
another TCMG 
member and 

carpool 

TCMG Meeting held at:
Citibank Community Room

2350 Honolulu Ave,  Montrose
Meeting room entrance is at the 
rear of the bank – downstairs.

Potluck dinner 
starts at 7pm 
followed by 

Brainteaser and 
regular meeting



Celebrating 25 Years of TCingCelebrating 25 Years of TCing

TCMG member, Jim Sullivan, 
lives in Washington and belongs to a TC 
only club up there as well, called TC 
Tourers.  He said it is a small group and 
has been in existence for 25 years this 
month.  He said they had their annual 
South End Tour last month and had a 
good turn out for a nice drive and lunch.  
There were 5 TC’s on the drive and 13 
people for lunch.  The weather is not so 
good for much of the year so they need 
to get out when they can.  The tour took 
them to an old coal mining town called 
Black Diamond and a Bakery that serves 
great meals.  It was the perfect ending 
for the tour.

GoF Central and TCMG ConnectionGoF Central and TCMG Connection
One of our other TCMG members, Tom Wilson, is 
also with the Olde Octagons of Indiana club and 
part of the team who are putting on the 2015 GoF 
Central this year.  Tom and the crew have put a lot 
of thought into this event and have come up with 
some interesting ideas to make it a success.  GoF 
is combined with a large fl y-in.  And would you 
like to take your TC on the Indy Speedway?  See 
the website at: hoosiermgs.com/gof.html

July 15-19, 2015
Carmel, Indiana

WantedWantedWantedWanted
Seeking the radiator support rod on the right 
side, the one that has a bend to clear the 
manifolds. It goes from the scuttle to the 
radiator.

Reed Dickinson, TC/EXU7385
reed714@sbcglobal.net 

or:  714-838-1011

Shorrock Supercharger parts for TC. 
Mainly need the long drive assembly, 
idler assembly, tall cylinder head nut. 

John Wright
Mogfrog1@aol.com 

or 805.688.7367

When have our So. Calif members 
seen so many TC’s with the tops up?

Welcome

Welcome to Our Newest TCMG Member

Roy Jones
1732 Sunset Lane
Fullerton, CA  92833 
 714-526-0632 

roy1732@roadrunner.com 
1949    TC 7075     XPAG/TD/5727    Light Blue / Tan

Larry Pate sent a couple photo in of 
the work being done at From The 
Frame Up on the Nigel Shiftright TC 
that was featured in April 2006 Road 
& Track.  Both Doug and Larry want 
to preserve the integrity and unique 
features of the car as it appeared in 
the magazine road test.  Looks like 
it is being acomplished in fi ne order.  
Photos are about a month old now so 
it is getting close to completion.

If Roy looks familiar, it is because he has already 
been on a few of our tours (including the Conclave) 
and meetings this year.  Now he is an offi cial TCMG 
member.  Welcome Roy!
Roy purchased this TC in 2009 via phone bid at RM 
Auction.  Full restoration had been completed in 
1999.   Engine is supercharged (possibly a Magna) 
and a Datsun steering helps guide it down the road.

Nigel Shiftright TC Going TogetherNigel Shiftright TC Going Together



Repairing a TC DynamoRepairing a TC Dynamo

B

C

A

A few months ago I had dynamo problems 
at night leaving a TCMG meeting.  Our 
dynamo would not generate and with lights 
on, only lasted an hour before battery expired.  
After a tow home, I did some testing and 
discovered the fi eld windings were shorted 
out.  Upon disassembly I found one of the 
ears on the iron cores (A) had rubbed through 
the insulation wrappings at (B).  A close up 
as shown at C shows bare fi eld windings.  It 
was my opinion that there was no shorting 
within the windings that may cause a weaker 
magnetism fi eld.  My solution was to 
reinsulate the area.  I covered up the spot with 
some sheet insulation material (D).  I applied 
an initial layer of liquid insulating material 
both under and over the sheet material (E) and 
then applied a second coat (F).  After 24 hours 
of drying I put the windings and 
cores back into the dynamo and then 
tested for shorts. Looked good so 
reinstalled the dynamo and wah-lah, 
dynamo was working again.  I have 
about 500 miles on it now and seems 
to be holding.  So looks like I got 
away cheap.  As a precaution I added 
insulation at the other three other 
areas where the core ears secure the 
fi eld windings .
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David Edgar

TCMG Annual End of Year Meeting/PartyTCMG Annual End of Year Meeting/Party

Esther Belland will take all toys 
donated to the Foster Children’s 
Resource Center, run by the 
Hilltoppers Auxilliary, a part of 
the Assistance League of Los 
Angeles.  Their biggest need is 
for toys and games for kids 6 
months to 6 years.  Also AXE 
cologne and body spray sets are 
popular for the teenage boys 
and Monopoly is a favorite 
board game.  (DO NOT gift 
wrap)

TCMG Holiday 
Toy Drive

Sunday, Dec. 7, 2014 
at 6:30 pm

Dinners are $30 each (reservations must 
be received by Nov. 18) and include salad, 
entrée, dessert, tax & gratuity.  
Price goes to $40 after Nov 18.  No 
guarantee of price, menu or even being 
able to accomodate anyone after Nov 30.
Your menu choices are:

•  Boneless Short Ribs Braised 
       in Red Wine

•  Atlantic Salmon with Dill Sauce

•  Porcini Mushroom Ravioli with 
      White Truffl e Cheddar Sauce

EVENTS CENTERCaribou Room12933 Ventura BlvdStudio City, CA  91604

Make dinner reservations by making check 
out to TCMG and mailing to:
 Joyce Edgar
 1454 Chase Terrace
 El Cajon, CA  92020
List entrée and names of who is attending.

Come enjoy fellowship with your 
fellow TCMG’rs and support our 

auction and toy drive.
Linda Simmons is our Event Coordinator 
and can be reached at linda@mgnuts.com 

if you have any questions.

The Sportsmen’s Lodge Hotel is right next 
door if you wish a room.
www.slhotel.com
12825 Ventura Blvd. 
Studio City, CA 91604
800-821-8511
No rooms have been set aside for us.

Bring something fun for the 
auction.  Proceeds help keep our 

dinner cost reasonable.

TCMG Auction with 
Larry Einhorn 
expected as 
Auctioneer

WHEN

Our Year End Party 
and Annual Meeting 

with Toy Drive and Auction

WHAT

WHERE

* If reservation is not received by 
Nov 30 then you must confi rm 
with Linda Simmons to see if 
we can accomodate you.

*

☞



58th Annual TCMG/ARR Conclave58th Annual TCMG/ARR Conclave

October 3-5 
Sonora, CA

Six ARR TCs lined up where they 
stopped in ‘old’ Copperopolis for a 
wonderful lunch. Big juicy hamburger 
for under $6 and a big side-salad with 
lots of beets, olives, tomato etc. for 
$1.50! 

SiSi ARARR TR TCCs lilin ded p hhe e ththe

TCMG lunch stop in Porterville

Crowd around the Simmons TC as it is torn 
apart looking for overheating problem.

When your TC overheats, you get to park in the Reserved area

TCMG gathering in Granada Hills on 

the start of their trek

Baling wire holding 
distributor in place 
on Simmon’s TC

Photos by Steve Simmons, 
Allan Chalmers and Bill Traill

Cartoons by Brian Sonner

More line-up shots.  15 of the 
16 TCs present (one left early)

Saturday night Conclave dinnerSatSaturdurdayay nignightht CCon lclave dinner



Conclave Extended TourConclave Extended Tour

The Simmons and the Hanes both 
decided to stay over in Sonora longer 
rather than rush home on Sunday so here 
are a few shots from their extra time.  
Part of the time was spent at Railtown 
1887 in Jamestown.  Lots of interesting 
engines and rail vehicles.  

Driving through Jamestown

Driving through Clovis where 
they stayed the night before 
heading the rest of the way 

home on Monday

Photos by Steve Simmons

Remembering the 1968 Conclave

Clarence Weiss on the bagpipes

1 2
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4

5
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11 22 33 44
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55 66 77

99 1010 1111 1212 1313

77

1 - Dwane Carlson 
2 - Allan Chalmers 
3 -Unknown
4 - Mike Goodman

5 - Annabel Goldstein
6 - Bob Goldstein
7 - Jeff Stobbe

1 - Elizabeth Taylor 
2 - John Taylor 
3 - Malkit Miura

4 - Gert Jensen
5 - Jim Crandall
6 - Norma Crandall

1968 Conclave 
at Kings Canyon 
National Park
If you can identify 
any of the unknown 
or have other 
photos, we would 
love to see them.

  1 - Unknown 
  2 - Betty Binford 
  3 - Malkit Miura 
  4 - Von Schnaer 
  5 - Barbara Weiss 
  6 - Annabel Goldstein 
  7 - Sharon Goodman
  8 - Norma Crandall 
  9 - Jen Ashenfelter 
10 - Jeannie Douglass 
11 - Unknown 
12 - Unknown 
13 - Unknown but may 

have lived in Silver 
Lake area



us off with gasket material, sealer and 
razor blades in case we had to change 
the water pump (one was waiting for us 
in Sonora).  If you ever need repair work 
done in the Fresno area, Rick is 
the nicest and most knowledgeable 
person you will fi nd.
We set off again, this time taking the 
lowland route north toward Sonora.  The 
weather was even hotter now, and the car 
was getting worse.  Linda’s footwell was 
piled high with water jugs, and we used 
them on many occasions.  We made it 8 
miles before boiling.  Fiddled some more 
then made it 5 miles.  Fiddled again and 
then 2.  I was trying everything to get the 
car running right but had to stop no less 
than a dozen times in the fi rst 35 miles.
It had been over 8 hours since we 
departed the hotel.  Now it was getting 
dark, and we were eating a truck stop 
sandwich in an overheated car.  It was a 
real truck stop with trucker showers and 
a trucker chapel.  There 
were still 90 miles ahead 
of us, much of it uphill.  
We could no longer 
sustain high speeds due 
to the hot weather, which 
meant no more major 
highways.  The thought 
of giving up crossed our 
minds a few times but 
we pressed on regardless, 
trying to fi nd smaller 

roads to travel.

Rick checking the timing

President’s Message con’t from pg 3 Yet another boil-over put us in a lonely 
gas stop in the middle of nowhere, 
where I decided to change the entire 
distributor for a spare we were carrying.  
After disassembling the old one and 
removing the micro-adjust mechanism, 
I realized the spare would not accept 
the unit and had no other way to be 
adjusted.  Drat!  I rotated the distributor 
90-degrees to the round part of the shaft 
and fashioned a set screw to hold it in 
place.  With the plug wires moved to 
the right ports, I fi red up the car and 
manually set the timing.  But there was 
another problem - the body was loose 
on the shaft and it was wreaking havoc 
on the timing.  Some baling wire was 
called into action to hold the distributor 
body in one place, and that’s how we 
continued forward for as long as the car 
would stay running.
It was not long before we found 
ourselves boiling again on a small road 
in the middle of nowhere and decided 
it was time to call for a tow.  We would 
take the car to Sonora and attempt to 
fi x it there.  Linda fi gured out there 
was a gas station three miles away so 
we drove there at 30 MPH.  Due to the 
cooler night air and low speeds, the car 
made it with no fuss.  Something in us 
snapped, and we left the gas station, 
headed again for Sonora on small 
country lanes.
We averaged 35 MPH through the 
darkness as we worked our way into 
the mountains.  The full moon offered 

just enough light to see silhouettes of 
oak trees and the occasional farmhouse 
or cow.  We had no light bulb in the 
temperature gauge, so Linda used a 
fl ashlight on it to keep us safe.  I was 
getting very good at fi guring out how 
much load the car could handle without 
getting too hot, and strangely it wasn’t 
long before I was really enjoying this 
part of the drive. The cool, gentle breeze 
and low RPMs made for a pleasant 
albeit slow cruise - exactly opposite 
from the high heat and city traffi c we 
had dealt with earlier.  At one point we 
had to stop and get our coats out just to 
stay warm.  At 10:20 PM we rolled into 
Sonora some 12 hours  and 125 miles 
after we started.  Victory was ours!  
Fittingly, the driveway to the hotel was 
the steepest thing I’d ever seen.
The next day, several of us disassembled 
the front of the car and again found no 
major issues.  There was a small amount 
of crud in the relatively new radiator, 
and a couple of potential problems in the 
distributor.  But no smoking gun.  We 
put everything back together and for 
whatever reason the car ran perfectly 
cool for the next 450 miles through 
the mountains.  We all felt it best that I 
didn’t question it.

If you believe in karma, then the 
problem was surely caused by my 
comment to another TCMG’er, two days 
earlier and just 45 minutes before the 
trouble started.  He commented that he 
was running a bit warm to which I had 
replied “My car has never had a cooling 
issue”.

When we arrived home there was a 
Vintage MG newsletter waiting in the 
mailbox.  I chuckled when I read the 
chairman’s message about an earlier 
event.  It read, “As I was taking photos 
on Wednesday at a checkpoint I noticed 
how many of the MGs were struggling 
with the temperature and the long uphill 
climb they had to endure. But not the 
Simmons’ TC. It sounded as good as the 
day it was made.”

Overheating 101 - Class in session

Steve

No, the grill and radiator 
are not going into the 
dumpster.  The radiator 
was soaking in fl ushing 
compound in the sun.  
Linda brought buckets of 
hot water from the hotel 
room to fi ll it up with.  Can 
you imagine doing all this 
with a modern car?

British Steel’s website
britsteel.com

Photos by Steve Simmons



September 23September 23rd rd Meeting MinutesMeeting Minutes
Tonight’s meeting is being held at the 
Simon museum.  Some of the members 
arrived as early as 4:30 pm and found 
Ron, Dave, and Bobbie Simon setting 
up for our visit.  At about 6:30 pm, 
Joyce Edgar started a slideshow for 
members to view as they fi nished 
looking at the museum and gathered 
near the refreshments and chairs set up 
for the meeting and movie.

President Steve Simmons called 
the meeting to order at 7:30pm.  He 
thanked all the Simon’s for allowing 
us to meet in such an eclectic 
automotive environment.  It was noted 
that Dave Simon had to leave before 
the meeting started to get home and 
help June.  June Simon was injured in 
an accident in the home and may be 
on restricted activity for a couple of 
months…Our Sunshine Chair Bobbie 
Simon will send a get well greeting 
from the club.
Steve welcomed members that 
although not new, have not been 
to a regular meeting as members, 
the Ratnayake’s and Wilson’s.  He 
also welcomed a guest and Pete 
Thelander’s brother Jack.  Steve 
announced that MG TC owner Roy 
Jones, who has been on several TCMG 
events, had submitted his request for 

membership.

Steve asked if there were any 
corrections to the minutes from the 
August 26, 2014 meeting.  Instead of 
reading them, it was noted they were 
published in the last newsletter.  They 
were approved by acclimation.  
Steve mentioned having a copy of the 
fi nancial report if anyone wanted to 
view it tonight.
Program Recap:  Curt Sorensen was 
delayed in traffi c, so Steve Simmons 
did the recap.
- October meeting will be the potluck 
starting at 7pm at the Montrose site.  
The club will supply the lasagna.  
Linda Simmons will coordinate the 
other food needs.   This is also the 
meeting where we ask for nominations 
for next year’s board.
- November meeting will be a 
presentation by David Reid and Terry 
Schuller with some of their spectacular 
underwater photography.
- December 7th is the Annual Meeting/
Holiday Party to be held the same 
place as last year.  Larry Einhorn is 
expected to be this year’s auctioneer.  
Esther Belland will take all toys donated 
to the Foster Children’s Resource Center, 
run by the Hilltoppers Auxilliary  
GOF Report:
Bobbie Simon thanked the Edgar’s for 
the lunch on Monday.  David & Joyce 
thanked the group for participating in 
the car display at the nursing home.  
Joyce also thanked RockAuto.com 
for providing a $25 gift certifi cate and 
magnets with various auto pictures.  
She put out the left over magnets so 
the members could take them home.  
Richard and Sandra Loe were the 
lucky winners of the gift certifi cate.  

Steve talked about how Linda drove the 
TC from their home to the GOF, 198 
miles through horrendous traffi c.  He 
said they discussed just having a good 
time and not getting to competitive this 
GOF, specifi cally not wanting to deal 
with transporting the high point trophy 
home again.  But they did indeed win 
the big trophy.  They brought it along 
with the many other awards they 
earned to the meeting, so everyone 
present could have a chance 
to see them.  TCMG walked 
away from GOF with a 
very high percentage of the 
awards.
David Edgar read the list 
from the last newsletter.  
Loe’s corrected one item.  
They were 3rd place in the 
Funkana with Thelander’s in 
2nd place.  
Other Business:
Steve discussed the convoy route to the 
Conclave coming up.  He suggested 
everyone wanting to make the two-day 

trip to contact him.  
He’ll be fi rming up 
route options in the 
next week.
Richard Loe reported 
on his research 
of the trademark/
copyright issues.  He 
has spoken to Stan 
Belland.  Stan was 
going to try to make 

the September meeting to explain logo 
copyright issues.  Stan recommended 
we pursue the name trademark on-line.  
After a brief discussion, Joyce Edgar 
made a motion that we authorize up 
to  $500 to trademark the TC Motoring 
Guild name.  Pete Thelander seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously.  
Richard Loe agreed to follow through 
with the on-line application for the 
club.

Richard Loe asked if the club might 
consider a bylaw change to allow TA’s 
and TB’s in the club.  This initiated 

considerable discussion.  
Topics included whether 
a bylaw discussion would 
be necessary; if they 
could be inducted as a 
special situation by voting 
on individual requests; 
history from club archives 
where it was allowed; 



if it would be better to bring in as an 
associate member vs regular member.  
General consensus seemed to be no 
interest in a bylaw revision.  There 
was clear interest by some members in 
allowing TC and earlier model cars, as 
well as clear interest by some members 
in keeping it as a TC specifi c model 
only club.  At the suggestion of many, 
Steve tabled the discussion.
David Edgar brought up that 3 TCMG 
members are now on the GOF West 
Steering committee (Pete Thelander, 
Doug Pelton, and himself) with Steve 
Simmons being voted in as a non-
voting member.  It was brought up that 
one of the issues the steering committee 
is grappling with was the question if 
GOF West should include modern cars, 
that is be open to all MG’s.  Members 
were invited to pass their opinions on 
to any of the Steering Committee.

Steve Simmons adjourned the meeting 
at 8:18 pm.   We broke for refreshments 
{thank you to Simons, Thelanders 
and Simmons for the refreshments} 
and set up for the movie.   Ron had 
a couple video’s available and the 
decision was to see the For the Love 
of Cars program.  It was fun to listen 
to Joe Douglass’ comments about 
being one of the program’s “stars”.   
TCMG was represented with the oldest 
and probably the longest ownership 
longevity (Joe) with the youngest 
owner (Steve) and the most beautiful 
women (Toni Appell and Bobbie 
Simon) on the program.
Respectfully Submitted,

Filling in for the McCanne secretary 
duo

Joyce Edgar

Club RegaliaClub Regalia

TCMG Car Badge      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25 ($30 if mailed) members only

TCMG Car Vintage Badge      . . . . . . . . .  $30 ($35 if mailed) members only

TCMG Cloth Patch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5 ($6.50 if mailed) members only

TCMG Lapel Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 ($5 if mailed) members only

TCMG Lapel Vintage Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 ($5 if mailed) members only

MG TC Pin & MG Car Club Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (inquire)

“MGTC Specifi cations” -What is and what isn’t stock on the MG-TC?  
A “must” for restorers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 members, $5 non-members, Postage $2

MG TC Color Specs  . . . . . . . . . . .  $2 members, $3 non-members, Postage $2

A B

A
B

REGALIA CHAIR
Linda Simmons  linda@mgnuts.com

Prices beyond our control subject to change
U.S. postage is quoted in prices (international postage is extra)

Note: TClinics 
now available 

on-line at no cost.  
tcmotoringguild.org

September Meeting continuedSeptember Meeting continued

              facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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