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Published in 
Southern California by the 

TC Motoring Guild 
PO Box Number 263 
Montrose, CA 91021

The Midget Chassis is 
published eleven times a year, 

bowing out to the full size 
Classic Chassis occasionally

All contributions: articles, 
letters, advertisements, and 

captioned photos for the next 
issue should be sent to:

The Classic Chassis
c/o David Edgar,

1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020

email:  djedgar@pacbell.net

The
MIDGET CHASSIS 

April 2015

TCMG Offi cers and Chairs for 2015
President Gorden Bundy. . . . . 760-806-3849 gdbundy@gmail.com
Vice Pres. Ron Simon  . . . . . . . 818-708-2033 simon90248@yahoo.com
Secretary/Editor    David Edgar . . . . . . 619-593-8255 djedgar@pacbell.net
Treas/Memb Joyce Edgar. . . . . . . 619-593-8255 djedgar@pacbell.net
Director/Programs Curt Sorensen . . . . . 818-991-6152 curtwlv@aol.com
Director David Coleman  . . . 714-898-2008 dmcmdret@gmail.com
Events/Web/Ex Offi cio Steve Simmons . . . . (see directory) mail@mgnuts.com 
Co-Editor Jim Crandall . . . . . . 310 457 3967 crandallonline@yahoo.com
Historian Don McLish  . . . . . . 818-352-3741 dmclish1@hotmail.com 
Regalia Linda Simmons. . . . (see directory) linda@mgnuts.com
Raffl e Chair (open at this time)  
Sunshine Chair Bobbie Simon . . . . . 818-708-2033 simonbobbie@yahoo.com
Hospitality Jan Sorensen & Bobbie Simon janwlv@aol.com{

Last Midget Chassis IssueLast Midget Chassis Issue
Final 12

Campbell, A
Dickinson, R
Fuller, E
Hall, R
Hanes, G
Leclerc, L
Moote, S
Olsen, G
Shempp, H
Smith, B 
Williams, J
Winstead, D

Dues are $26.00 for those in the 90000 to 93300 Zip Codes. 
For those living more distant, $22.00.
Please make checks out to TCMG, and mail to:
 Joyce Edgar
 TCMG Treasurer/Membership
 1454 Chase Terrace
 El Cajon, CA 92020
Send a note if there are any changes in address, phone, 
email or TC from what is in the 2014 TCMG Directory 
so we can update our records.

Sorry to see you go . . . but unless 2015 dues are 
received, this is your last issue of the Midget 

Chassis!  Dues must be paid by March 24th to be 
included in the 2015 TCMG Directory
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Puzzle Night

Tuesday,
  March 24th         
      8:00 PM ☞

TCMG Meeting held at:
Citibank Community Room

2350 Honolulu Ave,  Montrose
Meeting room entrance is at the 
rear of the bank – downstairs.

This is our second annual Puzzle Night 

where members form  teams and race the 

clock to solve a TCMG-related jigsaw 
puzzles.  Compete for amazing prizes and 

eternal glory in this fun and action packed 

competition!

And don’t forget about our all new raffl e.  

All members in attendance receive a free 

ticket, so don’t miss your chance to win a 

fabulous door prize! Doors open at 7:30 PM.  

And if that does not draw you to come, then 

how about great refreshments?

.  

Free!!



All it needs is 
a little paint.

GoF West 2015

Come for a fabulous time of MG fun.  Rohnert Park 
is about 50 miles north of San Francisco.  

For more information and registration just go to:

gofwest.org/uploads/GAZ_15_2201.pdf

Register NOW

Rohnert Park, CA
June 15-19

Event will be at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 

in Rohnert Part 
and deep in the 

Sonoma Wine Country

GoF Central and TCMG ConnectionGoF Central and TCMG Connection
One of our TCMG members, Tom Wilson, is also 
with the Olde Octagons of Indiana and part of the 
team who are putting on the 2015 GoF Central 
this year.  Tom and the crew have put a lot of 
thought into this event and have come up with 
some interesting ideas to make it a success.  GoF 
is combined with a large fl y-in.  And would you 
like to take your TC on the Indy Speedway?  See 
the website at: hoosiermgs.com/gof.html

July 15-19, 2015
Carmel, Indiana

Slow down Ron, 
there is plenty 

of time to get to 
Rohnert Park

Come drive your 
TC on the Sonoma 
Raceway as part 

of GoF West



The Real TC woman travels well.  Both 
the factory type and the Phil Marino 
type luggage carriers are limited in 
capacity, and are simply insuffi cient.  
There was an accessory available in the 
20’s and used on classic vehicles that is 
completely compatible with and does 
not hinder the distinguished image of 
the TC. They can be located on eBay  
These can be and were fi tted to refi ned 
classically embellished motor cars.  Thus 
the problem of traveling well- totally 
furnished to occasion was solved and is 
hereby presented.
The Basket Stacker (BS) can be fi tted 
to either of the carriers, but secure 
installation of the BS is critical.  In 
addition to the rags worn to occasions 
such as TC meetings, there is now room 
for more elegant attire for the real TC 
woman.  The folding Total BS will allow 

yet additional stacking of evening hat 
boxes, wine cachets with cork guard, 
folding portable wine tasting chamber, 
and in addition complete spare parts 
assemblies and tools essential for 
extended traveling to occasion, covering 
all “Oh my God, not that again!”, 
situations.        

 (Continued on Page 10)

      At Last, A TC Basket Carrier      At Last, A TC Basket Carrier

By TCMG member Brian Sonner

by Don McLish Strathearn Historical Park TourStrathearn Historical Park Tour

March 28, 2015

May 1-3 Santa Barbara WeekendMay 1-3 Santa Barbara Weekend

 “The Country Deli Restaurant”
9901 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 

Chatsworth, CA 91311 
(818) 709-5612

Join us on Saturday, March 28th for 
a tour of Strathearn Historical Park 
& Museum in Simi Valley. The site 
features numerous buildings from the 
1800’s and early 1900’s. See historic 
homes from the area, exhibits on the 
early history of the region and vehicles 
ranging from horse-drawn wagons to 
early automobiles.
We will meet for breakfast in 
Chatsworth before departing on a 
25-mile scenic tour to the park. Our 
driving route will take us along scenic 
back roads (no freeway) over the 
Santa Susana Mountains and through 
Simi Valley. Lunch will follow the 
tour at a nearby restaurant.
There is a suggested donation of $3 
per person for the tour.

Where and When:
• Meet for brunch at 10:30 AM in 

Chatsworth at:

• We will depart for Simi Valley at 
approximately 11:30 AM.

• Our tour begins at 1:00 PM and will 
last approximately 1.5 - 2 hours.

PLEASE NOTE: If you plan to attend the 
event, please contact Steve Simmons so 
we can tell the park how many of us there 
will be on the tour!
mail@mgnuts.com or (805 area code) 
four nine seven-one nine one one

*IMPORTANT:* We have confi rmed 
our host hotel and we need to book 
the rooms as soon as possible. If you 

would like to attend this event, please 
contact me ASAP so we can get your 
room reserved. All of the hotels in Santa 
Barbara are seeing a busy season and 
ROOMS WILL EVENTUALLY RUN 
OUT! We have reserved as many as we 
can, so act fast to ensure you will be able 
to stay with the rest of the group and not 
ten miles down the road.  More details 
will be in the next Midget Chassis 
and on the website as well.

NOTE: This is an RSVP event! 
Contact Steve Simmons ASAP if you 

plan to attend and to get reservations. 

mail@mgnuts.com or (805 area code)

four nine seven-one nine one one



SU Carburetors WorkingsSU Carburetors Workings

DavidI had some extra space so putting some of the info on SU carbs that 
was discussed at our last meeting for those that missed it.  This will 

cover just some of the things discussed.

False Air Leaks
False air leaks are air leaks where air 
enters the air stream after the throttle 
valve which causes wrong fuel/air ratios 
and a racing idle.  Air can enter in through 
the throttle shafts, where the carb bolts 
to the manifold and also the manifold to 
engine.  A weak point on the TC is the 
fl ange to manifold (throttle end).  Over 
tightening can cause the ears to warp and 
thus cause an air leak.  Especially bad on 
original TC carbs where the bodies were 
made of a weaker material.  TD bodies 
were stronger and can be used with TC 
linkage.  You could machine the fl ange fl at 
but that thins out the ears which of course 
makes them even weaker so be careful.

Center the Jet
An uncentered jet or a bent needle can cause jet/needle 
interference and hang up a piston, so very important 
to pay attention to those before doing any tuning 
adjustments.  Jet opening is .090” and needle is .086” 
so only .004” (or .002” per side) tolerance at the top to 
keep from hitting.

Float Bowl Heating
Float bowls are pretty 
close to the exhaust 
manifold so by using 
MGA spacers you 
can move the whole 
carb out a bit.  Heat 
shields also can help 
protect the bowl from 
excessive heat.

Flange can 
warp so be 

careful

The SU carb works on the principle that 
air rushing past an opening (jet) will 
cause a vacuum and pull up fuel from jet.  
To cause the air to rush by, a restricted 
area called a venturi is used.  Air enters 
the larger opening, then has to rush faster 
through the smaller opening.  With the 
SU carburetor, the venturi is adjustable 
so at idle when less air is drawn in, 
a smaller venturi is available.  When 
cruising along and engine needs more air, 
a larger venturi is available.  The venturi 
size is controlled by a piston that moves 
up and down.  The air speed or fl ow 
through the venturi is equal at idle and 

cruising speed which causes the same 
vacuum over the jet at different demands.  
More fuel is delivered at cruising speed 
because of the tapered needle (which 
raises up with the piston)that fi ts in the 
jet.  A richer mixture also is achieved 
at cold startup by lowering the jet with 
the choke pull.  Piston raised up based 
on vacuum applied to the top side of 
the piston.  Atmospheric air pressure 
(about 15 psi) acting on the bottom of the 
piston, pushes piston up depending on the 
amount of vacuum (more vacuum is there 
at cruising speed) so the piston raises up 
and opens venturi more than at idle.

Piston and Dome
On a TC, the atmospheric air pressure comes in 
through unfi ltered air openings.  Eventually 
dirty air can cause piston sticking and prevent 
the working of the SU as it should.  So periodic 
cleaning does need to be done depending on 
conditions.  Be sure piston moves freely.  But 
DO NOT use abrasives to clean so as to not 
upset the piston to dome clearances.  Also 
pistons and domes are matched so be sure to 
keep pistons and domes matched to each other.  
Do not mix them up.
MG corrected this problem with the MGA 
model.  The air intake came through the air fi lters.

Idle At 
speed

Unfi ltered 
air vents



As the real TC woman knows, you can 
not fi nd much culture in Montrose, but 
her presence always embellishes and 
refi nes any situation to highest elegance. 
And now thanks to the fi tting of the BS, 
she can do it in comfort, elegance and 
stateliness at any location of cultural 
limitation such as the TC meetings at the 
bank in Montrose. 
When stacking more than seven parcels, 
or essential complete driving spares 
assemblies and tools required by the real 
TC gentleman, thoroughly furnished for 
all calamity and safely, the folding total 
BS is the only solution as shown here.   

The popped cork stopper must be 
securely positioned to protect passing 
motorists from injury or death during 
cork popping. (They all do that) with a 
frequency varying directly as vigor of 
Purported Motoring Speed. (PMS)  As 
you can clearly see in the two images to 
the left, all that needs to be done after 
installation is infl ate tires with an extra 
30 PSI of air, a little steel wool and some 
wax, and you are ready to roll.  Enjoy 
traveling well with your new BS or new 
folding total BS as the case may be. 
And if for some reason occasion is not 
found, there is plenty of room to unpack 
and unfold the portable tasting chamber 
as shown here,for the fi nest in tasting 
enjoyment and elegance anywhere, even 
when hunting for lions.

Basket Carrier - continued from pg 6
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April Fools, 2015. 
Researched by our own 
historian, Don McLish

A tap and die set is invaluable when 
restoring a car.  But it becomes useless if 
you cannot use these tools in a confi ned 
place.

Here is the solution.  Get a die holder 
set that holds the die in the end of you 
common drill.  It is simple enough to use 
it in those hard to get places where the 
die holder will not work such as the TC 
shackle pin under the chassis our rigger 
or the double windshield stud for all T 
cars.

Even better is 
if you need 
to chase the 
threads on 
a large batch of 
original hardware, just use your hand 
drill for either nuts or bolts.  The tap in 
the drill or “die holder” in the drill will 
let you speed through the chore.
Where do you get?  Check any tool 
supplier and ask for die holder.

From The Frame Up - using the right 
tool for the right job!

Doug@FromTheFrameUp.com 
for more information.

                   Great New Tool ! !                   Great New Tool ! !

f 

Drill Bit Die Holder

Doug

.



February 24February 24th th Meeting MinutesMeeting Minutes
After the usual bit of visiting, Gorden 
brought down the gavel at 8:12pm to get 
the meeting started.  First order of business 
was to introduce any guests but there were 
none so advanced to the minutes of the last 
meeting.  Since they were printed in the 
last Midget Chassis we dispensed with the 
reading and they were accepted as printed. 

Joyce was up next and indicated full 
fi nancial report was posted on the wall 
for inspection.  We have 84 members who 
have renewed for 2015 so far, and were 
working on those not paid yet.  She also 
noted that the tax reports  to retain our 
non-profi t status have been fi led.
William Wood, from North Carolina, 
who only joined us in August, died in 
September.  We just found out when 
requesting renewals.  He was 82 and had 
a TC that did not look restorable but to his 
credit he had done similar restorations to a 
TR3, TD and another TC before.

Richard Loe reported that our request 
to trademark our club name is almost 
fi nalized.
Joe Douglass was not at the meeting, 
which was a rarity.  He had relatives 
visiting and so took a break from us this 
month.
Old Business
Raffl e is now a door prize drawing and 
free to everyone.  Each membership 

family gets a  ticket for the drawing.  
Hopefully this will give more 

The faithful two TCs that hopefully 
inspire the rest of us to get our TC out 

as well.

And the guys not to be outdone, 
talk up a storm as well

The ladies catching up with 
chatter  before the meeting starts

incentive for people to attend our 
meetings.  This month, the Simmons 
were the lucky recipients of the 
treasures.
Scheduled meeting programs are: 

Feb - Tech night on SU Carbs
March - Jigsaw puzzle night
April - Visit MGSA restoration by
             Dave Spiegel
May - GRAB tour video
June - Picnic at Henkels
July - open
Aug - Underwater with David & Terry
Sept - Movie night at Simon Museum
Oct - Halloween dinner and games
Nov - open
Dec - Annual Meeting/Party

Steve Simmons reviewed the events he 
has lined up so far.

Mar 28 - Strathearn Historical Park tour
April - wildfl owers look promising 
            so most likely will schedule 
            the annual tour

May 1-3 - Santa Barbara weekend 
June 6 - Mt Wilson telescope tour
          and possible Wildfl ower tour
June 15-19 - Gof West in Rohnert Park

Don McLish reminded everyone to 
please sign in on the sign-in sheet.
New Business
Joyce shared a postcard from Tom 
Wilson which was included with his 
dues renewal.  The card displayed a few 
of the Old Octagons of Indiana club he 
belongs to (he lives in Indiana).  She 
suggested this as an alternative regalia 
idea since a TCMG calendar did not 
gain interest.
Refreshment team of Bobbie and Jan 
reported that we have a new bin to keep 
our supplies in at the Citibank storage 
closet, that we can now get rid of the 
old, heavy and beat-up chest we have 
had for years.  If no takers by the March 

David

Some of the props used for the SU carburetor talk.  Includes 
professionally rebuilt carbs belong to Curt Sorensen, brand new TC carbs 

from SU, an old SU from an MGA plus many other bits and pieces.

meeting, it will go into the trash bin.  
Speak up if you want it.
We had a motion to adjourn since we 
seemed to have covered everything 
business wise.  It passed and Gorden 
called for our nutrition break (Valentine 
themed cookies, cupcakes and more) so 
we could set up for the SU carburetor 
talk. 
Respectfully Submitted,

FREEFREE



Club RegaliaClub Regalia

TCMG Car Badge      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25 ($30 if mailed) members only

TCMG Car Vintage Badge      . . . . . . . . .  $30 ($35 if mailed) members only

TCMG Cloth Patch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5 ($6.50 if mailed) members only

TCMG Lapel Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 ($5 if mailed) members only

TCMG Lapel Vintage Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 ($5 if mailed) members only

MG TC Pin & MG Car Club Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (inquire)

“MGTC Specifi cations” -What is and what isn’t stock on the MG-TC?  
A “must” for restorers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 members, $5 non-members, Postage $2

MG TC Color Specs  . . . . . . . . . . .  $2 members, $3 non-members, Postage $2

A B

A
B

REGALIA CHAIR
Linda Simmons  linda@mgnuts.com

Prices beyond our control subject to change
U.S. postage is quoted in prices (international postage is extra)

Note: TClinics 
now available 

on-line at no cost.  
tcmotoringguild.org

Cambria Car & Motorcycle ShowCambria Car & Motorcycle Show

              facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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