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Upgrade your TC safety features with this easy to 
install passenger side airbag.  OK, OK so it is not 
even April 1st yet but I lacked a good cover photo 
and I came across this from Frans Sitton, TC2634, 

in the Netherlands and on the TABC list.

t

January/February 2015January/February 2015



Published in 
Southern California by the 

TC Motoring Guild 
PO Box Number 263 
Montrose, CA 91021

The Midget Chassis is 
published eleven times a year, 

bowing out to the full size 
Classic Chassis occasionally

All contributions: articles, 
letters, advertisements, and 

captioned photos for the next 
issue should be sent to:

The Classic Chassis
c/o David Edgar,

1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020

email:  djedgar@pacbell.net

The
MIDGET CHASSIS 

Jan/Feb 2015

TCMG Offi cers and Chairs for 2015
President Gorden Bundy. . . . . 760-806-3849 gdbundy@gmail.com
Vice Pres. Ron Simon  . . . . . . . 818-708-2033 simon90248@yahoo.com
Secretary/Editor    David Edgar . . . . . . 619-593-8255 djedgar@pacbell.net
Treas/Memb Joyce Edgar. . . . . . . 619-593-8255 djedgar@pacbell.net
Director/Programs Curt Sorensen . . . . . 818-991-6152 curtwlv@aol.com
Director David Coleman  . . . 714-898-2008 dmcmdret@gmail.com
Events/Web/Ex Offi cio Steve Simmons . . . . (see directory) mail@mgnuts.com 
Co-Editor Jim Crandall . . . . . . 310 457 3967 crandallonline@yahoo.com
Historian Don McLish  . . . . . . 818-352-3741 dmclish1@hotmail.com 
Regalia Linda Simmons. . . . (see directory) linda@mgnuts.com
Raffl e Chair (open at this time)  
Sunshine Chair Bobbie Simon . . . . . 818-708-2033 simonbobbie@yahoo.com
Hospitality Jan Sorensen & Bobbie Simon janwlv@aol.com{

Your Newly Elected Executive CouncilYour Newly Elected Executive Council

2015 Lame Duk Kup Event2015 Lame Duk Kup Event
Start off the new year with 
Start off the new year with a thrilling, no holds barred 
a thrilling, no holds barred TC Motoring Guild miniature 

TC Motoring Guild miniature 
golf competition!golf competition!

The winner takes home our coveted Lame Duk Kup 
Trophy, to be treasured for one whole year.  Lunch 
and awards will follow at the nearby Robin Hood 

British Pub, 13640 Burbank Blvd, 
Sherman Oaks, CA  91401

818-994-6045

Saturday, January 38th
Saturday, January 38th

(AKA Feb. 7)(AKA Feb. 7) at 9am at 9am
Castle Park in Sherman Oaks

4989 Sepulveda Blvd., 

Sherman Oaks, 91403
(818) 756-9459

Castle Park GolfCastle Park Golf

Located near the 101 & 
405 freeways.  Competition 

begins shortly after we 
arrive.  Price per person is 

$3.00 for one 18-hole round.

We present to you the newly Elected Executive Council who will lead the TCMG to 
victory in 2015.  From left to right above, President Gorden Bundy, VP Ron Simon, 
Director and Programs - Curt Sorensen, Director David Coleman..

And l-r below; 
Secretary & Editor 
David Edgar, Treasurer 
& Membership Joyce 
Edgar and Ex Offi cio 
and Events Steve 
Simmons.



GoF West 2015GoF West 2015

GoF West for 2015 will be in Rohnert Park, CA (about 50 
miles north of San Francisco) on June 15-19.   For more 
information and registration just go to: gofwest.org

The Sacramento Valley MG Car Club is hosting and 
they are hard at work putting it together.

Save the Date

    
Our

 Jan
.  

 Meeti
ng

MG Historical 
Video -TCs 

to the MGAs

Tuesday,
  Jan 27th         
      8:00 PM ☞

TCMG Meeting held at:
Citibank Community Room

2350 Honolulu Ave,  Montrose
Meeting room entrance is at the 
rear of the bank – downstairs.

A video of the MG Car Company will be 

shown and zeros in on the post war years when 

TCs through the MGAs were being built.  

Also meet your new TCMG board members, 

as well as other members.  And our hospitality 

chairs will have refreshments for your 
pleasure.  Hope to see you there.

Dues are $26.00 for those in the 90000 to 93300 
Zip Codes. For those living more distant, $22.00 
(unless you want the special fl yers on meetings and 
local events, in which case the amount is $26.00)
Please make checks out to TCMG, 
      and mail to our Treasurer/Membership Chair
 Joyce Edgar
 TCMG Treasurer/Membership
 1454 Chase Terrace
 El Cajon, CA 92020
Send a note if there are any changes in address, 
phone, email or TC from what is in the 2014 
TCMG Directory so we can update our records.

TCMGTCMG
DUESDUES

Time to 
renew

Come to our Jan. meeting 
and get a chance of 
having your dues paid for 
2015 (or reimburse you if 
you already paid).  
And THANKS to all who 
have already paid.

John 
Thornley, 

held various 
manager 

positions at 
the MG Car 
Company



   Phil Marino – The Early Days   Phil Marino – The Early Days

A few years back I had a nice visit with 
Phil at his home.  I had only known him 
as the MG machinist guy who made 
many parts for our cars and had not 
really met him personally, so this was 
a great opportunity.  He was a colorful 
speaker with a gruff Italian accent yet 
energetic voice and was happy to talk.  
After hearing about his history of the 
development and production of many 
MG parts, I interrupted him with a 
question out of curiosity.  “Hey Phil, 
how did you get started?”  I offer the 
following response as I remember it 
coupled with the back drop of the history 
of the day.
Phil was born in Italy in 1931.  
Mussolini, the Italian Fascist Dictator, 
had been in power since 1925.  In May 
1939, Italy signed the “Pact of Steel” 
with Germany which was a commitment 
to supply military and economic aid 
if either nation found itself at war.  
With this pact there were also secret 
agreements to actually prepare for a 
future European war.  Italy found itself 
unprepared to enter war with Hitler’s 
Sept 1939 invasion of Poland and thus 
did not declare war itself until June 1940.  
By this time the German conquest of 
Western Europe was almost complete.  In 
comparison, Italy’s main war objective 
was to the south and to seize control of 
British and French colonies in Africa, 
hence, its entry to war
As part of this goal, Phil’s father went to 
Africa as a construction worker.  It was 
there he would contract malaria and later 
die.  During the war, Phil was a young 
teenager and attended school each day.  
However his schooling was not as we 
would envision.  The education system 
within Italy was geared to supporting a 

war effort with 
each student 
being taught a 
specifi c skill or 
trade.  Phil was 
taught to be a machinist as were many 
of the young boys.  He went to trade 
school each day with exception of one 
memorable day.
Phil recalled a very happy special 
holiday being declared in his home 
town.  There 
was no school 
and no work.  
Mussolini 
and Hitler 
came to visit.  
They met 
in the town 
square and 
gave a speech 
together for 
all to hear.  It 
was a festive event with free popcorn, 
ice cream and sodas.  (The free ice cream 
was what Phil remembered most.)  He 
was there… and witnessed a part of 
history that we can only read in books.
By the late 40’s, his mother remarried 
a man from the US and had moved to 
America.  Phil, still in Italy, was now 
approaching age 18 and would have to 
enter mandatory military service.  It was 
only because his mother could sponsor 
his moving to the US that he was able 
to immigrate here, which he did.  And 
with his skills as a master machinist he 
began his life long career in the US and 
the ultimate tireless support of the MG 
community.
There are many memorable moments for 
each of us through life and this visit with 
Phil was one of mine.  What a guy!

s 
machinist as were many

by Doug Pelton
Welcome

Welcome to Our Newest TCMG MembersWelcome to Our Newest TCMG Members

Pevious owner, Ed Garbutt of the ARR, 
had the car for last 62 years until his 
death last year.  Fitted with a Shorrock 
supercharger.
Also owns a 1966 MGBGT, 1959 MGA 
coupe and a 1964 MG Midget.

John & Donna Visconsi
13000 Lomas Verdes Drive 
Poway, CA 92064 
 858-451-1415 (h)
 619-838-1415 (c)

jvisconsi@kimcorealty.com 
1949   TC 7481    XPAG8102   Black & Yellow/Beige 

Malcom & Joy Buckeridge
PO Box 292 
Big Bear City, CA  92314 
 909-547-0437
 626-260-1403

mbuckeridge@sbcglobal.net
1949   TC 6802    XPAG 5738   Green / Green              

Bought TC from George Bernhard 
in Connecticut.  Allan Chalmers 
was able to test drive it for someone 
else when he was in that neck of the 
woods visiting.  While that buyer 
never made a deal, Allan passed 
the word on and John made the 
connection and bought it.



Our Annual Meeting and PartyOur Annual Meeting and Party

The meeting was called to 
order in the party room at the 
Sportsmen’s Lodge, Studio 
City, CA by our illustrious 
president, Steve Simmons.  
The talented and artistic 
Linda Simmons had the room 
looking festive and putting 
our members in the holiday 
spirit.
Steve started off with 
announcing nominations for the 
Breakdown Award (see list of contenders 
on page 13).  But with a clear majority, 
David and Joyce Edgar took away the 
award.  The new board of offi cers was 
not too suspenseful.  There were six 
nominated and all six were elected.  
Congratulations to the new board, Gorden 
Bundy, Curt Sorensen, Ron Simon, Dave 
Coleman, David Edgar and Joyce Edgar.  
They will serve with Steve Simmons, 
ex offi cio as the voting members of the 
2015 TCMG Board.  Thanks to Richard 
and Sandra Loe for serving as this year’s 
election committee.

The Earl Sargent Memorial Trophy was 
the next award, and it was hotly contested 
this year.  For the fi rst time in memory, 

we have a tie.  Steve & Linda 
Simmons and Richard and Sandra 

Loe had their TC at EVERY TC event 
and meeting this year including the party 
tonight).  Congratulations to them all.  
The Annual Frank Mason Award is 
presented to the club member who most 
exemplifi es the aims of the Motoring 
Guild in the perpetuation of the TCMG 
and is selected by the ballots returned to 
the election committee.   The winner for 
2014 is Joyce Edgar.

Raffl emaster Gorden Bundy came 
prepared with all the raffl e tickets from 
the last year.  Everyone who purchased 
a raffl e ticket at a regular meeting had 
the ticket retained for tonight’s special 
raffl e prize of $100.  The winner needs 
to be present at the December meeting to 
collect.  If not attending, another ticket 
will be drawn.  All the explanation wasn’t 
needed though, the ticket was drawn 
and the lucky winners, Dave and Suzie 
Coleman, were present and happy to 
accept.

p

Richard & Sandra plus Steve & Linda 
share the Earl Sargent Award for 2014.  

Well earned and deserved.

The two TCs parked outside the party.

Joyce

Gordon Bundy with David & Suzie 
who won the $100 raffl e prize

As fun as this is, the meeting was 
concluded so our auctioneer of the night, 
Larry Einhorn could share his comedic 
talent and good will amongst friends.
Respectfully Submitted,

                   Joyce Edgar
(Filling in for the McCanne secretary duo)



Stan RomanStan Roman
A member of the TCMG for over 40 years, Stan 
Roman passed away January 5th.  Born January 
1936, he was a most remarkable man after defying 
the odds since his birth as a blue baby, twelve 
years post heart transplant and ten years with his 
son’s kidney.  Our prayers to his wife, Anita and 
their children.  Two TCs (Loe and Simmons) from 
the Guild came to the services as well as other 
members (Goodman, Simon, Goldstein, Einhorn, 
Glass, and McCanne). Mike, a friend for over 50 
years, gave  a fi tting eulogy .

Roman’s TC

Stan and Anita at 2006 
October TCMG meeting

Gordon and Ron show off their TC and 
sports car ties

Loe’s and Simmons TCs at the service

Anita shows some of their TC and 
car stuff

Photos by Steve Simmons 
and David Edgar

Phil MarinoPhil Marino
Phil Marino passed away on Dec 20.  
We know Phil has had some diffi cult 
times these last few years, so even 
though he has not been active in the 
TC Motoring Guild recently, our club 
certainly is so much the better for all he 
contributed when he was active.  Many 
of our TCs are running better and more 
reliable for all the parts and service 
he provided.  Our prayers to his wife 
Suzanne and his children.
Four TCs were at the service (Glass, 
Loe, Simmons, Thelander).

Photos by Steve Simmons 
and David Edgar

Classic Phil pose Phil & Suzanne



November 25November 25th th Meeting MinutesMeeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order in the 
Citibank Community Room in Montrose.
New members Joy & Malcolm 
Buckeridge (offi cially joined tonight) 
were introduced.  Malcolm has been 
a past speaker for the club and is well 
known by several members already.
Minutes of the October meeting were 
approved as printed in the newsletter.
The current fi nancial and membership 
report was posted for review in the 
meeting room tonight.   
Steve Simmons discussed possible events 
for 2015.  Planning in the works for 
another Santa Barbara event late April to 
early May.   
Locations of future conclaves were 
discussed.  TCMG had no objections to 
the location not being limited by inland 
vs coast on alternate years.  ARR reps 
say informally they are glad not to limit 
the location, but they’ll discuss in their 
January (only) business meeting in 2015.
Our Raffl emasters were unable to make 
the meeting, so no raffl e tonight.  No 
problem as everyone anxious to get to the 
program.  David Reid and Terry Schuller 
brought to life some of their underwater 
adventures as well as pictures from an 
African safari.  
The meeting was adjourned for more of 
Linda Simmon’s goodies and on to the 
pictures.
Respectfully Submitted,

Joyce Edgar
Filling in for the McCanne secretary duo

.

The faithful two TCs outside again.

A couple of the photos that were 
shown by David and Terry at the 

meeting but they were much 
more impressive on the big 
screen than they show here

Linda kept the sea theme going with 
sea creature cookies for us to munch on

Joyce

Continued on next page

The TCMG members who 
experienced a breakdown 
in their TC during 2014 
are listed below and the 
“lucky” member who was 
voted the recipient of our 
Breakdown Award was 
determined by a show 
of hands at our Annual 
Meeting/Party after the 
following was read.  
In chronological order 
of when the breakdowns 
happened:
David and Joyce Edgar: 
Flat Tire at 1AM plus Towed Home 
with Dead Battery

The Edgars suffered a fl at tire on 
their way home from our February 
meeting.  It happened at 1:00 AM 
on the side of Interstate 5.  Not the 
best time and place for a breakdown, 
but they were fortunate that the tire 
was kind enough to wait for a wide 
shoulder and a street lamp.
Then on the way home from the 
meeting in May, their ammeter was 
showing a discharge.  Figuring they 
could make it home before the battery 
drained completely, they pressed 
onward.  Unfortunately it died 
halfway into the journey and the truck 
of shame was called to tow them 
home.

Joe Douglass: Leaky fuel line causes 
smoke

Joe had a problem as we departed 
for our Wildfl ower Tour in April.  
There was smoke coming from his 
engine bay, which turned out to be 
a fuel hose leaking onto his exhaust 
manifold.  A couple of hose clamps 
were brought in to fi x the problem, 
and he continued on without further 
incident.

Pete & Fran Thelander: 
Malfunctioning tail 
lamps cause two TCs to 
be pulled over. 
Leaving the June meeting 
at the Henkels picnic, 
Pete discovered that 
his tail lamps were not 
functioning.  Rather 
than repair them in the 
driveway where there 
were plenty of helping 
hands and a garage full of 
tools, he decided a better 
idea was for Mimi and 
Gorden Glass to follow 

them home to guard their rear.  This 
resulted in BOTH of them being 
pulled over by the CHP.  The bright 
side is that the offi cer appreciated that 
they had a car protecting them and let 
everyone go.

Ernie & Elizabeth Page: Ruptured 
radiator hose in TF (not eligible)

During our goodwill car show before 
GoF West, the Page’s TF blew a 
radiator hose.  It was replaced on the 
spot.  Since this was a TF, I don’t think 
Ernie is eligible for the breakdown 
award, but hopefully this nomination 
embarrasses him enough to bring a TC 
next time!

Steve & Linda Simmons: Overheating 
TC repairs itself

On the way to our Conclave in Sonora, 
the Simmons’ TC began to run very 
hot.  No one could fi gure out why, so 
the car was carefully driven to a British 
car shop in Fresno.  The mechanic 
there couldn’t fi nd anything wrong 
either so they pressed on, stopping no 
less than a dozen times in the next 35 
miles to top off their water.  In Sonora, 
several people helped pull the car apart 
and put it back together again. 

TCMG 2014 Bizarre Breakdown AwardTCMG 2014 Bizarre Breakdown Award



Club RegaliaClub Regalia

TCMG Car Badge      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25 ($30 if mailed) members only

TCMG Car Vintage Badge      . . . . . . . . .  $30 ($35 if mailed) members only

TCMG Cloth Patch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5 ($6.50 if mailed) members only

TCMG Lapel Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 ($5 if mailed) members only

TCMG Lapel Vintage Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 ($5 if mailed) members only

MG TC Pin & MG Car Club Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (inquire)

“MGTC Specifi cations” -What is and what isn’t stock on the MG-TC?  
A “must” for restorers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3 members, $5 non-members, Postage $2

MG TC Color Specs  . . . . . . . . . . .  $2 members, $3 non-members, Postage $2

A B

A
B

REGALIA CHAIR
Linda Simmons  linda@mgnuts.com

Prices beyond our control subject to change
U.S. postage is quoted in prices (international postage is extra)

Note: TClinics 
now available 

on-line at no cost.  
tcmotoringguild.org

Breakdown Award continuedBreakdown Award continued

 Still, no one found anything major 
wrong but suddenly the car ran 
perfectly cool and never had a problem 
again.

Brian & Jane Sonner: Towed home 
from Conclave

On the way home from Conclave, 
their TC stopped running and could 
not be coaxed to start again.  Failing 
all attempts to correct the problem, 
the car was towed home.  It was later 
discovered that the coil had failed, 
and a replacement got the car running 
again.

The recipients for 2014 were David 
& Joyce Edgar.  As a side note, they 
were the recipients of an Overcoming 
Extreme Adversity award in 1999 
for their TC being rear ended on the 
way to the Concalve.  The TC was 
taken to Mike Goodman and David & 
Joyce continued on with rented car. 
$10,000 dollars later the TC was back 
on the road again good as new.  The 
following year in 2000 they were the 
fi rst recipients of the current Bizarre 
Breakdown Award for a failed oil line 
coming back from a TCMG meeting 
late at night.

Edgar’s TC 
rear ended 
on the way 
to the 1999  
Conclave
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              facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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