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October 2015October 2015

The fi rst TC to roll off the MG factory line was on September 
17, 1945, 70 years ago.  The chassis number was TC 0252 

(251 being the prototype).  So where is 252 now?  It is 
in New York, owned by TC Motoring Guild member Pete 

deBruyn.  Pete is seen above in his historic TC.

Anniversay Anniversay 
of the MGTCof the MGTC7070  YearYear



Published in 
Southern California by the 

TC Motoring Guild 
PO Box Number 263 
Montrose, CA 91021

The Midget Chassis is 
published eleven times a year, 

bowing out to the full size 
Classic Chassis occasionally

All contributions: articles, 
letters, advertisements, and 

captioned photos for the next 
issue should be sent to:

The Classic Chassis
c/o David Edgar,

1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020

email:  djedgar@pacbell.net

The
MIDGET CHASSIS 

October 2015

TCMG Offi cers and Chairs for 2015
President Gorden Bundy. . . . . 760-806-3849 gdbundy@gmail.com
Vice Pres. Ron Simon  . . . . . . . 818-708-2033 simon90248@yahoo.com
Secretary/Editor    David Edgar . . . . . . 619-593-8255 djedgar@pacbell.net
Treas/Memb Joyce Edgar. . . . . . . 619-593-8255 djedgar@pacbell.net
Director/Programs Curt Sorensen . . . . . 818-991-6152 curtwlv@aol.com
Director David Coleman  . . . 714-898-2008 dmcmdret@gmail.com
Events/Web/Ex Offi cio Steve Simmons . . . . (see directory) mail@mgnuts.com 
Co-Editor Jim Crandall . . . . . . 310 457 3967 crandallonline@yahoo.com
Historian Don McLish  . . . . . . 818-352-3741 dmclish1@hotmail.com 
Regalia Linda Simmons. . . . (see directory) linda@mgnuts.com
Door Prize Chair (Gorden Bundy is looking for help here)  
Sunshine Chair Bobbie Simon . . . . . 818-708-2033 simonbobbie@yahoo.com
Hospitality Jan Sorensen & Bobbie Simon janwlv@aol.com{

Route 66
the Mother Road

Tuesday,
  Sept. 22nd         

8:00 PM

☞

TCMG Meeting held at:
Citibank Community Room

2350 Honolulu Ave,  Montrose
Meeting room entrance is at the 
rear of the bank – downstairs.

☞

The presentation will be part one of a 
two-part program on Route 66, a road 
that has captured the imagination of 
generations, both home and abroad.  In 
this video, you will travel the “Mother 
Road” with noted author and highway 
historian Michael Wallis as he revisits 
the tourist spots and quaint motels, 
secret corners and little towns made 
famous by his popular book.

  Our S
ept.

 Meeting

Note location change!  
Original off site Movie 
Night had a schedule 

challenge so we are back to 
Montrose for September.



       RIP - Tony Henkels          RIP - Tony Henkels   
I was just fi nishing up the last details of this 
newsletter when we got word that Tony Henkels 
passed away.  Wish I had more space to devote to 
him but we all have him and Cindy in our prayers.  
I did fi nd a few photos so here is one from one of 
our TCMG Cherry Picking tours and a few more on 
       page 14.  Information on services will be sent 
       via club email when they become available.

59th Annual TCMG / ARR Conclave59th Annual TCMG / ARR Conclave

The Bluebird Inn, is located within walking distance of 
the many quaint shops and restaurants in the area. There 
might be some rooms left at this late date but check the 
website for the latest information.
tcmotoringguild.org/calendar/2015conclave/
Even if the reserved block of rooms are gone you can 
try the motel anyway.  Phone number is (805) 927-4634
You may also visit their web site at:  bluebirdmotel.com/

October 9-11
Don’t miss our premiere event 

of the year, the Annual Conclave with the Abingdon Rough Riders in Cambria.  We will be staying 
at the charming Bluebird Inn 
on Main Street.  For the latest 

information on hotels, activities, 
etc, please check our website,

tcmotoringguild.org
& click on “Calendar”

Please contact Steve Simmons once you have booked your room so he can keep track of our numbers. Email mail@mgnuts.com.
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TCMG Year End Party and Annual MeetingTCMG Year End Party and Annual Meeting

Save the 
Date!

To be held at 
The Hotel Huntington Beach

in Huntington Beach, CA

Sunday, December 13, 2015

Dinner Choices:
• Southwestern Tri-Tip of Beef 

Rubbed with Southwestern Herbs & Spices
Served w/ Garlic Roasted Red Potatoes 
& Sauteed Vegetables

• Grilled Atlantic Salmon 
with a Light Lemon Dill Sauce
Served w/ Rice Pilaf & Sauteed Vegetables

• Vegetarian Meal - Chef’s Choice

Cocktail hour 5 P.M.Dinner at 6 P.M.

If RECEIVED by Dec 1st
  @ $30* for Tri-Tip
 @ $30* for Salmon
 @ $25* for Vegetarian

Add $10 to each meal after Dec 1st.  
NOTE - we cannot guarantee we can 
accommodate you after Dec 5th.  
After the 5th you have to clear with 
Fran Thelanderto see if we can get 
you in.  DO NOT DELAY in making 
your reservations. • For your convenience we have reserved a 

block of rooms at the hotel as follows:
• 7 king and 3 premier doubles. Rate is $115 

plus tax.
• To make reservations, please call: 

714-891-0123
Room Block Name: TC Motoring Guild 
Room Block

• Deadline to make reservations: Thursday, 
Nov. 12, 2015
The hotel will release these rooms after this 
date and the rate will not be guaranteed.

Send your menu choices and 
check payable to TCMG to:

Joyce Edgar
1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA  92020

Esther Belland will take all toys 
donated to the Foster Children’s 
Resource Center, run by the 
Hilltoppers Auxilliary, a part of the 
Assistance League of Los Angeles.  
Their biggest need is for toys and 
games for kids 6 months to 6 years.  
Also AXE cologne and body spray 
sets are popular for the teenage 
boys and Monopoly is a favorite 
board game.  (DO NOT gift wrap)

TCMG Holiday 
Toy Drive

TCMG Auction with 
Art Ludwick as 

Auctioneer
Your unique car related 
donations make this fun 
and helps keep the dinner 
prices  low.

*  Note that listed prices are 
subsidized and are for TCMG 
members and their family.  
Contact Joyce for non-
member prices. 

Esther Belland will take all toys
donated to the Foster Children’s 
Resource Center, run by the 
Hilltoppers Auxilliary, a part of the 
Assistance League of Los Angeles.  
Their biggest need is for toys and 
games for kids 6 months to 6 years..  
Also AXE cologne and body spray 
sets are popular for the teenage 
boys and Monopoly is a favorite
board gag me. ((DO NOT ggift wrapp))

TCMG Holiday 
Toy Drive

TTCMG Auction with h 
Art Ludwick as 

Auctioneer
Your unique car related 
donations make this fun 
and helps keep the dinner 
prprices  low.

GoF Central 2015GoF Central 2015
TCMG member Tom Wilson, was one 
of the organizers of GoF Central this 
year.  Here are some photos from that 

GoF that I collected off the internet.  
You can see others at: fl ickr.com/photos/
gofcentral2015/albums/

Of course Tom could not drive all his MGs to GoF so shared 
them.  Top center, Mike Sherrell drives is TC, and Tom’s LE50 
and MGPA were driven by friends who did not have their MGs 
there.  Since the theme was Wheels & Wings each car at GoF 
was photographed in front of a biplane.  One participant went 
further and decorated his TC as a plane complete with prop.  
Other photos show Tom at the auction, as well as Doug 
Pelton who appears to have won something.  Tom takes 
his TC through the funkanna with his daughter Erin.  And 
each participant had the opportunity to drive their TC on the 
famous Indianapolis Speedway for a few laps.  Looks like a 
pretty successful GoF Central for sure.  Good job Tom!!!



The Birth of the TC MidgetThe Birth of the TC Midget
September 17th  marked the 70th 
anniversary of the start of TC 
production.  Of the 10,000 TCs made, it 
appears  more than half still survive - a 
signifi cant percentage for any car, and 
remarkable for an inexpensive open 
roadster.
Few records survive about the 
development of the TC, and much 
that’s been written is of general nature, 
without much supporting sources.  
Tom Wilson has done a lot of research 

into the subject - studying documents 
in archives, original factory photos, 
and interviewing people who actually 
worked at MG in the 1940s.  
The result of Tom’s work is a soon to be 
published book about MG in the 1940s.  
Totally T Type 2 is publishing an excerpt 
from Tom’s book in the October issue 
(#32).  It’s great reading, but rather than 
print it here we’ve opted to give you a 
website to fi nd it.   ttypes.org/ttt2/ 

Photos provided 
by Tom Wilson 
& Pete deBruyn

Pete’s TC 252 above

Below shows 
TC 251, the 
prototype, 
being taken 
on a test run

Just a sample of a 
couple photos that 

will be in Tom’s book



Camarillo House TourCamarillo House Tour

The tour started at the Sorensen’s 
home where a line of four TCs 
was present.  A 5th TC was in 
Curt’s garage but not drivable 
(yet).  The caravan went through 
Hidden Valley on the way to the 
Camarillo Historic House where 
our group was treated to a fantastic 
walk through the home with all the 

period antiques.  The Crandall’s 
showed up a bit late but it now 
made fi ve TCs in the line.
But seems like every TCMG 
tour ends with a meal so off to 
a local eatery where everyone 
visited some more.
Was interesting in that there 
were 18 people on this event and 
of which 10 were with TCs.  The 
other 8 members were in other 

Photos by Steve Simmons

cars, but in these later years it 
seems the ratio of TCs to other 
cars is usually heavy on the non-
TCs.  Congratulations everyone.

In TCs were: Simmons, Loe, Buckeridge, 
Einhorn, Crandall
In moderns: Simon, Coleman, Sorensen, 
and George & JoAnn Prueher (Linda’s 
parents)

Tour to Gene Autry MuseumTour to Gene Autry Museum

The tour on Sept 12 went to the Gene Autry 
Museum exibit on the Civil War connection 
with the Western States.  Those bringing 
TCs were the Richard & Sandra Loe and 
Steve & Linda Simmons.
Also in attendance were Joe Douglass and 
Eleanor, Kay and Larry Einhorn, George & 
JoAnn Prueher (Linda’s parents), Curt and 
Jan Sorensen,Gorden Bundy and June, and 
David Spiegel.

As mentioned in the Camarillo report, seems like every TCMG tour ends with 
a meal and at least we are consistant.  Besides, that is what friends do.

Photos by Steve Simmons



August 25August 25th th Meeting Minutes
Golly gee, this could not be a TCMG 
meeting could it?  Our president was 
calling us to order at 7:59, a whole 
minute earlier than our offi cial start 
time and much earlier than our normal 
TCMG late time.  But to order we came 
and we were off and running.  

Minutes were 
approved as 
printed in the 
newsletter.  
Treasurer said 
the full report 
was posted for 
inspection but 
we were doing 
fi ne fi nancially. 
 

Old Business 
The Camarillo tour was enjoyed by 
all who attended.  Five TCs were on 
the tour plus a sixth TC was in the 
Sorensen’s home and garage where 
everyone gathered to start.  Steve & 
Linda did a great job as always in 
setting up a tour as everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves.
Our Annual Meeting and End of the 
Year party is set for December 13 with 
contract signed.  It will be at the Hotel 
Huntington Beach in Huntington Beach.  
Starts at 5pm and dinners will be $30.
Conclave in Cambria on October 9-11 is 
fi lling up fast with 46 signed up so far.  
Might have to spread out to neighboring 
motels if we get many more.  Contact 
Steve if you plan to go.  
As reported at the last meeting, our 
trademark registration was complete but 
we now have the paperwork too.  We do 

have to update it in 5 years to keep 
it current.

New Business
There were fi res up in the Big Bear 
area so we were wondering how 
Malcolm and Joy were doing since 
they live up there.  They were safe last 
Steve had heard. 
Joyce brought up the subject of dues 
to see if we should modify our rates 
of $26 for local members and $22 for 
those living further out that would 
not likely participate in our events.  
Everyone felt the dues were reasonable 
as they are.  David asked if we should 
actually lower the dues since we were 
doing pretty decent but keeping the as 
is was the fi nal decision.
Joyce also asked if the TCMG should 
consider helping out more with GoF 
West.  Either host one or help out 
and run one of the activities with in 
GoF.  We tossed the idea back and 
forth for a while but decided we did 
not have enough people at the meeting 
to commit the club and we really did 
not have all the facts either on what it 
would take to host.  Further research 
was needed and David volunteered to 
see what he could fi nd out.
There is a confl ict with using the 
Simon Museum for our meeting night 
for our September meeting.  We will 
verify that we can still meet here 
at Montrose and come up with an 
alternate program.  Curt is on it.

Two TCs at the meeting

President Gorden

Photos by David Edgar 
& Steve Simmons

The business meeting was adjourned 
at 8:45 PM. and we broke for 
refreshments provided by both the Joel 
and Toshimi Shapiro and Karen Olson 
(many thanks to them).  
When we fi nished our break we 
were thoroughly entertained by the 
underwater photography shared by 
Dave Reid & Terry Schuller.  We were 
shown photos of large whales as well 
as very small creatures only about a 
quarter inch in size.  It truly is another 
world under water with very exotic and 
strange creatures.  Thank you Dave & 
Terry.
Respectfully Submitted,
           David Edgar

Enjoying the 
break and 

refreshments

Photos below really don’t show the 
colors and detail that the originals were 
shown at the meeting as these were just 

photographed from the screen as they were 
shown.  You just had to be there to get 

full enjoyment.  And even that would have 
been dull in comparison to actually being 

underwater with Dave & Terry.



Club Regalia

TCMG Car Badge      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25 ($30 if mailed) members only
TCMG Cloth Patch  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5 ($6.50 if mailed) members only
TCMG Lapel Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 ($5 if mailed) 
TCMG Lapel Vintage Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3 ($5 if mailed)
MG TC Pin & MG Car Club Pin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (inquire)
“MGTC Specifi cations” -What is and what isn’t stock on the MG-TC?  
    A “must” for restorers  . . . . . . . . . . $3 members, $5 non-members, Postage $3.50
MG TC Color Specs  . . . . . . . . . . .  $2 members, $3 non-members, Postage $2
TCMG Photo Puzzles  . . . .  $15 plus postage (contact Linda for postage cost,
                                                                design and availability)

REGALIA CHAIR
Linda Simmons  linda@mgnuts.com

Prices beyond our control subject to change
U.S. postage is quoted in prices (international postage is extra)

Note: TClinics 
now available 

on-line at no cost.  
tcmotoringguild.org

More Photos of Tony Henkels

Tony at a 
young age

Tony with Harvey at a TCMG party 
around middle to late 1980s Tony with his prized Lincloln

Tony & Cindy at one of our 
TCMG Halloween dinners

              facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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