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TCMG member Roger Morse has the 
name “DANGEROUS GOODS” on 
his car, and there is a story behind the 
name.  Here is Roger’s story: I put a rod 
through my block during a race at New 
Jersey Motorsports Park in late spring.  
The MG Vintage Racers (MGVR) Focus 
Event at Mosport in Canada was about 
a month and half away.  After trailering 
the car back home in the rain (how 
apropos the rain – even the skies wept 
for my misfortune), I sent out a bunch of 
emails looking for a replacement race 
engine, or an XPEG block to use as the 

basis for an engine.  
Peter Edney in England 
emailed back saying 
that while he did not 
have an engine, he had 
the necessary parts, 
sans block, and could 
build one in 30 days.  
He offered to tune the 
engine on a rolling 
road dyno,  and ship it, 

race ready,  in 30 days.  I found an XPEG 
block and shipped it to England.  Peter 
Edney was good to his word, and shipped 
the completed engine on time.  However, 
English customs did not know what the 
velocity stack were, and confi scated the 
engine as “Dangerous Goods.”  By the 
time that customs in England got sorted 
out I had missed the Focus Event, but did 
make the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 
in July.  So now, my race car runs with 
an engine that has been designated by 
Her Majesty’s offi cial representative as 
Dangerous Goods. 
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Published in 
Southern California by the 

TC Motoring Guild 
PO Box Number 263 
Montrose, CA 91021

The Midget Chassis is 
published eleven times a year, 

bowing out to the full size 
Classic Chassis occasionally

All contributions: articles, 
letters, advertisements, and 

captioned photos for the next 
issue should be sent to:

The Classic Chassis
c/o David Edgar,

1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020

email:  djedgar@pacbell.net

The
MIDGET CHASSIS 

September  2016

TCMG Offi cers and Chairs for 2016
President Curt Sorensen  . . . . . 818-991-6152 curtwlv@aol.com
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Director/Web/Events Steve Simmons. . . . . (see directory) mail@mgnuts.com
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Historian Don McLish . . . . . . . 818-352-3741 dmclish1@hotmail.com 
Regalia Linda Simmons  . . . . (see directory) linda@mgnuts.com
Sunshine Chair Bobbie Simon. . . . . . 818-708-2033 simonbobbie@yahoo.com
Hospitality Jan Sorensen & Bobbie Simon janwlv@aol.com
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Replacement Ad
(was Kavanagh) ☞

Well, with GoF-West 2016 
having just been completed, 
serious planning and 

preparations for Gof-West 2017 have 
begun!  This 2017 event is scheduled to 
take place, in Santa Maria, California, 
on July 10 through July 14, 2017.  
The GoF-West organization was fi rst 
established in southern California 
(1972) and the fi rst event was held, 
in Santa Barbara, California, in 1973.  
At that time, the event was limited to 
pre-1956 MG cars.  Now, GoF-West 
welcomes owners of any car bearing 
the MG Octagon “badge”, and the 
geographical area has grown to include 
western Canada.  During that time, a 
number of TC Motoring Guild members 
greatly infl uenced the character and 
growth of the organization.  Continuing 
that tradition of leadership, the GoF-
West Steering Committee currently 
includes the following TC Motoring 
Guild members.
 • Gorden Bundy – Chairman
 • Larry Long – Vice Chairman
 • David Edgar – Treasurer
 • Steve Simmons – Advisor 
More recently, two long-time TC 
Motoring Guild members were selected 
to organize and manage the next 
GoF-West 2017 event in Santa Maria, 
California.
 • Joyce Edgar – Co Chair
 • David Edgar – Co Chair
So, with those capable leaders in place, 
GoF-West 2017 now needs volunteers 
who are willing to head committees 
associated with the many activities 
and events identifi ed in the GoF “Red 

Book” (a guide 
for prospective 
GoF-West Event 
Chairpersons).  These committees 
include; Artwork, Auction, Awards, 
Car Display, Displays (general), 
Dr. Whitworth, Finance, First-timer 
Display, Flea Market, Food Service, 
Funkhana, Hospitality, Photography, 
Publicity, Regalia, Registration, 
Security, Technical Sessions, Tour/
Rallye, and Winners Circle. 
As you can see, there is much work 
to be done in the next 11 months and, 
accordingly, much help is needed.  So, 
if you would like to become a part of 
this great activity/event, please contact 
the GoF-West 2017 Chairpersons (Joyce 
& David Edgar) and “Chat them up”.  I 
am sure that everyone who shows an 
interest will fi nd an opportunity that 
will be remembered well beyond the 
event itself!  Don’t be discouraged by 
your geographical separation from other 
participants and the GoF-West 2017 
event itself.  Most of the work, prior 
to the event, can be accomplished via 
email and/or telephone.
If you would like to learn more about 
GoF-West, and the various events/
activities, log on to their web site 
(www.gofwest.org).  You may also 
contact the GoF-West 2017 Co-
Chairpersons (Joyce & David Edgar) at 
djedgar@pacbell.net or (619) 593-8255.  
“Give them a bell” and “Chat them up”.  
You’ll be glad that you did!  Cheers!
Cheers!  

Curt’s Curt’s 
CommentsComments



BRITISH SLANG LESSONSBRITISH SLANG LESSONS by Curt *

* can you find these in this newsletter?

 British                    English
 Don’t get your 
 knickers in a twist = Don’t get worked up

 Bits ‘n Bobs = Various things

British                    English
Don’t get your

by Curt *

* can you find these in this newsletter?

nickers in a twist 
Bits ‘n Bobs Various things

Tuesday,
Aug. 23rd           Our

 Aug.

 Meeting

Simon Museum
Movie Night

Note change 
of location

Meeting begins at 7:00 PM. Sit among the 
amazing cars and automobilia of TCMG 
members Ron and Dave Simon’s auto museum 
while enjoying our annual movie night! 
Popcorn and refreshments will be provided.

7:00 PM 

☞

New Member Update

We just received a photo of Leo 
and Christine Rocca who recently 
joined the TCMG  We featured 
their car last month but now we 
have faces with the names.

 Take I-110 to Redondo 
Beach Blvd

Go east on Redondo
South on S. Broadway

Coast Appliance is on corner 
of 157th & Broadway.

15700 S. Broadway
Gardena, California 90248

Museum is behind 
Coast Appliance 

(look for sign on fence 
“Cornwell & Sheridan 

Classic Cars”)

Enter driveway from S. Broadway 
and ark in gated area. 

If lost call 310-217-9060 
or 310-995-8974

Movie will 
be on the 

TCMG 1994 
Grand Rallye 
Around New 

England

W j t i d h t f L

Mike Bailey who 
recently rejoined the 
TCMG had a rock 
fl ing up and hit his 
headlamp.  He bought 
a new lens, but it does 
not match the other 
side.  Anyone who 
has a matching pair 
of the Lucas Cat-
Eye lenses with LUCAS spelled out vertically, 
please help Mike out.  541-305-3188 or 
vinestreetdesigns@msn.com



60th Annual TCMG/ARR Conclave

It is the time for the 60th annual gathering 
of the TC Motoring Guild (The South) and 
the Abingdon Rough Riders (The North)   
We are meeting at The Apple Farm located 
at the north side of San Luis Obispo from 
Thursday, October 6th, and we will be 
parting company Sunday, October 9th.  It is 
signifi cantly located next door to the Motor 
Inn, the fi rst motor hotel in America and the 
site of the very fi rst Conclave.

October 6 October 6 
toto

 October 9 October 9
The Apple Farm
San Luis Obispo

TRADITIONAL BANQUET will be Saturday night.  
Security cameras will be strategically placed to protect the 
club banners.  Banquet choices are three dinners:
1) Farmer’s Market Pasta  (vegetarian offering)  $32
2) Seared Salmon with Rice Pilaf. $40
3) New York Steak with mashed potatoes  $40

  Allan Chalmers
1231 12th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122

ROOM RATES negotiated with The Apple Farm. 
In the hotel itself there are:

King rooms (4 available) and Queen rooms (4 
available) at $132.44 on Thursday and $222.99 on 
Friday & Saturday.

In the “Trellis” section (next to the parking lot) 
King rooms (9 available) and “Trellis” Queen rooms 
(13 available) are $121.12 on Thursday and $155.08 
on Friday & Saturday.   

To book your reservation call The Apple Farm at 
(800) 255-2040 and use the Abingdon Rough Riders 
reservation of #805816.

We will have 
some sightseeing 
drives planned for 
both Friday and 

Saturday.  Friday’s 
drive will take about 
an hour and a half, 
and Saturday’s will 
take about two and 

a half hours.

Thursday and Friday nights we will have the cocktail party in the Garden room.  There will be restaurants recommended for your dinner.  Most are downtown but there is a pizza restaurant three blocks away for those who wish to walk.

allanchalmers@yahoo.com
415-566-9796

☞

☞
NOW collecting 
dinner money.
Send to Allan

Have you reserved your room yet?

For questions please contact: 
Howard Shempp 

hshempp@gmail.com
530-758-9713

Welcome

Gus was searching for a TC to buy and 
fouind this one.  It left the assembly line 
at Abington-on-Thames on October 20, 
1947.  The fi rst owner purchased the 
car from Hollywood Sport Cars in LA, 
He left it parked on his driveway with 
the keys in the ignition one day and 
two neighbor boys drove off with the 
car.  They were chased by a motorcycle 
policeman and the driver attempted to run 
the policeman down and then sped off.  
With the cop in pursuit the cop pulled 
his pistol and fi red one shot through the 
rear window, killing the driver, and the 
TC smashed into a parked car. Al Moss 
purchased the wreck, rebuilt it, and 
sold it to John VanderMale of Sausalito 
CA,  who was a founding member of 
the Abington Rough Riders. It was then 
disassembled completely in 1955 and a 
cross-member was welded into the frame 
to stiffen the chassis. The TC was actively 
raced in Sports Car Club of America 
events during the late fi fties and early 

sixties. 
After it’s 
racing 
career, John 
tore it down 
again to 
bare frame 
in 1968. In 
June 1972, 
it was sold 
to Ivan 
Neudorfer of 
Castro Valley 
CA who took 
it to high 
standards 
of detail and 
incorporated 
period 
modifi cations and basically is how it 
appears today. Neudorfer used the TC 
for long trips, tours, and shows. One 
trip was to Colorado and up Pikes Peak. 
Neudorfer died in the early 1980’s. Steve 

Glenn bought the TC in 1990 and 
used it for spirited driving on tours, 
TSD rallys, limited appearances in 
SCCA Solo II autocrossing, and the 
occasional British Car Meet show. 
The TC also made numerous trips to 
the Monterey Historic Automobile 
Races, through the Sierras, and to 
local tracks supporting the family’s 
racing efforts. I bought it from 
Steve in 2016.

TC Wanted - New TCMG Member---WW tttedd C WWWWaaannntttteeedd --TTTCC WWaTTTCCC WWWWaaaannnntttteed

Gus Ramos
5711 1/2 Huntington Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90032 
 323-854-8530 (c)
 323-224-8530 (h)

ramos@dslextreme.com
1948   TC 3844   XPAG 4523   Cream Cracker / Tan
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TC after police the chase

Added X frame cross 
member
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Photos and report by Steve Simmons

Two TCs plus some moderns took 
part in the Will Rogers Estate Tour. 
TCs were driven by Steve & Linda 

Simmons and Richard & Sandra Loe.  
Curt & Jan Sorensen plus Anita Roman 
with friend Doris were also in attendance.  
The weather was beautiful, with a cool 
ocean breeze fi ghting off the early warm 
temperatures.  Our tour guide led the 
group through the Rogers’ home which 
still contains the original furnishings from 
when Will and Betty lived there in the 
1920’s and 30’s, right down to the carpets.  
We learned about the Rogers’ life at the 
ranch, and the history of the sprawling 
acreage.  The old barn and stables 
contained a different kind of T - a Ford 
Model TT truck.
After the tour we enjoyed a picnic lunch 
under a shade tree, and some hearty souls 
hung around to end the day watching polo 
in the fi elds below the house.  Another 
great day of TCs and good friends!

Will Rogers TCMG Event

Outside the Rogers home on the porch

Inside were lots of historic furnishings

And the group does the picnic thing 
on the beautiful grounds

Getting get a closer look 
at the bits ‘n bobs on the 

Ford Model TT

TC Birthdays (Build Dates)TC Birthdays (Build Dates)
We are listing our TC birthdays or build dates each month.  These are the ones from 
the middle of July to the middle of August.
 Aug 22, 1947 TC 3387 Brían Wescott
 Aug 25, 1947 TC 3399 John & Linda Wright
 Sept 3, 1948 TC6422 Leo & Martha Pedersen 
 Sept 3, 1948 TC6424 Howard & Carolyn Shempp 
 Sept 7, 1948 TC6439 Ron & Diane Spindler
 Sept 16. 1948 TC6550 Larry & Kay Einhorn
 Sept 16, 1948 TC6551 David Spiegel
 Sept 16, 1948 TC6558 Bob Wilmer
 Sept 16, 1948 TC6550 Stephen Schrieberg
 Sept 17, 1945 TC0252 Pete DeBruyn

TCs for SaleTCs for Sale
Gene Roth is selling his award winning TC.  
Unquestionably one of the fi nest TCs around.  
Sure there have been some modifi cations but 
nothing that cannot be undone (but who would 
want to).
Has a 5 speed trans, supercharged, Crane cam, 
matching numbers, and just about fl awless in 
appearance.  $45,000 (and worth every penny in 
my opinion - DHE) 
If interested call Gene for full details of all up-
grades or e-mail him your phone number and he’ll 
call you.
rothgene@msn.com           805 238 3856 



The rear motor mounts in a TC are 
bolted to the frame with 4 nuts (2 
nuts on each side on the bottom 

of each mount). Each mount is in turn 
bolted to the rear of the transmission 
with 4 bolts, two on each side.  The 
bolts on the right side (drivers side) are 
long and secured with nuts. The ones 
on the left side are screwed into threads 
cut in the rear transmission mounting 
plate. There are upper and lower bolts 
on each side. The upper bolts can be 
removed by unscrewing them but the 
lower bolts cannot be removed with the 
engine/transmission pair in the normal 
position as they hit the non-removable 
cross member.  The transmission/engine 
assembly cannot be merely jacked up as 
the lower motor mount bolts go in at an 
angle and cannot be withdrawn.
So, it is necessary to move the engine/
transmission assembly pair forward 
about 2 inches such that the old mounts 
can be removed and replaced.  To do this 
remove the transmission rubber jacket, 
the fl oorboards, seats, the exhaust down 
pipe, the radiator assembly, front motor 
mounts, steering assembly or starter 
motor   but not both and throttle linkage.  
Lift the front of the engine about 1 inch 
with a cherry picker and jack up the 
transmission end with a fl oor jack just 
far enough such that the two remaining 
bolts between the transmission and 
motor mounts are loose. Move the 
assembly forward until the remaining 
two bolts between the motor mounts 
and the transmission are free. Remove 
the old motor mounts.  The rear bosses 
on the transmission rear mounting 
plate are weak and it is a good idea to 
install the stiffener kit GE165 from 
FTFU before installing the new motor 
mounts. Install a short bolt in the left 

lower motor mount hole in the 

new mount. Install a long bolt in the new 
right lower motor mount hole. Install 
the new mounts in the same orientation 
as the original ones, install the four nuts 
on the bottom of the mounts but do not 
tighten them yet. Now pull the assembly 
back while guiding the two bolts into 
their respective holes. The left lower 
motor mount bolt, once it is engaged in 
the threaded boss on the transmission, 
can be tightened to pull the assembly to 
the rear. Once the assembly is fully to 
the rear, tighten the four bolts between 
the new mounts and the transmission 
and remove the fl oor jack and cherry 
picker. Re-install the front motor mounts 
and adjust the entire assembly such that 
the cranking handle lines up perfectly 
with the various guides and the radiator 
assembly is in the correct position to 
assure a uniform fi t between the bonnet 
and radiator assembly. Now tighten the 
four nuts securing the rear motor mounts 
to the frame and the two long bolts 
securing the front motor mounts. A word 
of caution; when installing the front 
motor mounts only fi nger tighten the nut 
securing the lower rebound rubber plug 
or serious vibrations from the engine 
will be transmitted to the frame. Replace 
all the items outlined above and test 
drive your baby.

Replacing TC Rear Motor MountsReplacing TC Rear Motor Mounts

Drivers side mount

AKA: Transmissions Mountsby Reed Dickinson  TC/EXU 7385

Alternate Replacement MethodAlternate Replacement Method

Thank you to Reed for the great write 
up on the previous page.  I read 
it with interest as I was about to 

embark on doing the same job.  However 
I was not lookng forward to removing the 
radiator, down pipe and steering assembly.  
I didn’t want to get my knickers in a 
twist so came up with an alternate way to 
attack the problem.  What I offer here is 
not necessarily easier as I found out, but 
just an alternate way of doing the same 
job.  Once I had the seats and fl oorboards 
out I found exactly what Reed said about 
the lower bolts not being able to back out 
because they run right into the frame cross 
member. While removing the other items 
would allow me to move the engine/trans 
forward two inches and solve the problem 
I elected to just loosen the down pipe, 
trans tunnel, front mounts and the upper 
radiator hose.  I then pryed up the front 
of the tunnel about an inch an a quarter 
and then raised the trans with a fl oor 
jack (after removing the bottom of the 
mount nuts) to come up and let the bolts 
back out between the space between the 
tunnel and the tunnel mount bracket.  To 
be sure it was a tight fi t with wrench and 
fi ngers but doable.  Removing  the tunnel 
completely would have made it easier 
but this still worked.  To be sure the top 
radiator hose did  deform quite a bit but 
I was replaceing it anyway so was not an 
issue for me.
So there you have it, two ways to replace 
the mounts, neither way being easy, just 
different.

Passenger side mount

The mount bolt partially out 
(passenger side).  Note the socket 

proping up the front of the tunnel in 
the right side of the photo.

David Edgar TC 5108

So what causes the mounts 
to wear out and need 
replacing?  Subject for 

another article and one I 
will address in the future.

Another view of the 
drivers side mount



July 26July 26th th Meeting MinutesMeeting Minutes
The meeting was called to order 
by President Curt Sorensen at 8:15 
PM.  There were approximately 25 in 
attendance including Elizabeth Page’s 
sister and brother-in-law, Renee and Bill 
Livingston from Australia. 

Curt gave special thanks to Cindy 
Henkels for hosting the June meeting, to 
Linda and Steve Simmons for organizing 
the July event, and to Norma and Jim 
Crandall and Kay and Larry Einhorn for 
hosting us at their homes for the Hot Dog 
Tour. 
July birthdays included Elizabeth Page, 
Renee Livingstone, and Joe Douglass.  
The Loe’s TC 5970 has a July 7, 1948 
birthday.

The minutes of the June meeting were 
presented as written in the newsletter.  
There were no amendments and were 
approved as written.  Joyce Edgar posted 
the treasurer’s report and indicated we 
now have 100 members.  Gus Ramos has 

bought a TC from a Rough Rider. 

Steve Simmons updated us on 
coming events, including a tour of 
Will Rogers’ estate in August and the 
Conclave in October to be held in San 
Luis Obispo.  It is being organized 
by the Rough Riders and we are 
all responsible for making our own 
reservations at the Apple Farm. 
Joyce reported on scheduled programs 
that include Movie Night at the 
Simon Museum in August, Visconsi 
Automobile Art by John Visconsi 
in September, the Halloween dinner 
meeting in October, a slide show by 
Garrett and Ambre Hanes on their 
restoration shop in November, and the 
holiday party at the Sportsman Lodge 
in December.  Art Ludwig will be 
the auctioneer at the party, there will 
be door prizes, and more at the party 
being organized by Lucy McCanne 
and Joyce Edgar.  David Edgar has 
talked to Stan Lucas who has offered 
to have our club tour his shop.  We 
hope to have that scheduled as an 
event in the future.
The Regalia Committee report was 
given by Steve.  He is planning to 
make a fi rst run of club “T” shirts 
soon.  It will be a mix of sizes and 
based on the response more orders will 
be made.  The topic of puzzles was 
discussed and Steve and Linda shared 
that they do not sell well and maybe 
we should consider selling them at the 
auction or donating to GoF. 

Gathering outside before the meetingGathering out itsidde b fbefore ththe meeteetinging

Bill, Renee and Elizabeth

The 1924 14/28 was the fi rst 
production model to come out 

from the MG Car Company

Of course we all know where the 
TC fi t into the lineage.

The website is updated twice a month 
and PayPal is up and running according 
to Steve.   Membership renewal can by 
made using PayPal.
There was a short review of the 2016 
GoF that was attended by several TCMG 
members with several awards being 
won by club members.  Joyce and David 
Edgar are co-chairing the 2017 GoF in 
Santa Maria, CA and are looking for 
volunteers.
It was agreed that Don McLish would 
continue picking up the Community 
Room key from the bank, and the Loes 
will serve as back up.  If Don notifi es 
Loes he is unable to get the key, they will 
arrange to have it picked up and be on-
site by about 7:30 pm for room set up.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 
for a short break before the program.  
Thank you to Lucy McCanne for the 
refreshments.  Pete Thelander presented 
“MG’s Through the Ages”.
Respectfully submitted,

       Sandra Loe
                         Secretary 

ThThe 19192424 14/14/2828 was thth fie fi tt

ll k he e the

Pete gave 
a very 
informative 
talk on the 
history of the 
various MG 
works and 
car models in 
the program.  
Thank you Pete 
for our history 
lesson.

And we go all the way up 
to the new MGF now

The ball kept rolling 
through the early years



             GoF West 2017             GoF West 2017

 Santa Maria, California
July 10-14, 2017July 10-14, 2017

Save the Date for Our PartySave the Date for Our Party
Our TCMG Annual Meeting 

has been set for Dec 11th at the 
Sportsmen’s Lodge in Studio City.  

More information will come, but for 
now save the date.  Thank you Lucy 

McCanne for organizing.

Sunday 
Evening

December 11

Save the 
Date!

More info or to register on line - gofwest.org
Or for more information, 619-593-8255 or 

gofwest2017@gmail.com

This TC has some mystery to it.  The 
guarantee plate on the battery box has 
improper numbering on it by using the 
tub numbers (which should not be on the 
guarantee plate).  Suggest verifying the 
registration info to the TC.  Looks good 
from a distance.  Paint about 15 years old 
and chassis work older than that, although 
very few miles have been put on the TC in 
recent years.
The TC can be seen at Declan 
Kavanaugh’s place of business.  Contact 
Declan at declanmkavanagh@gmail.com  
or at 561-360-9389.

Another TC for SaleAnother TC for Sale TC Luggage RackTC Luggage Rack
We have what appears to be a Phil 
Marino luggage rack for a TC for sale.  
Comes with  a nice woven basket plus 
leather hold down straps.  Selling the 
rack with mounting brackets including 
the leather straps and woven basket for 
$300.  Contact Joyce Edgar for further 
information, additional photos or with 
questions.  Funds go to GoF West 2017.
djedgar@pacbell.net or 619-593-8255

Note that Declan Kavanaugh has changed 
locations and has a new name as well.  See 
business card ad for Saugus Auto Repair on 
page 2 of this issue.

              facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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