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TCM@
Big Bear Weekend

Great scenery, beautiful TC
roads, fantastic TC friends and as

“ always, fine dining

“

‘e Fabulous weekend, and all had a

= great time. See page 8 for more

Q588 photos and report.
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SAUGUS AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE CARE

DECLAN KAVANAGH
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SANTA CLARITA, CA 913580
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July 2017

Published in
Southern California by the
TC Motoring Guild
PO Box Number 263
Montrose, CA 91021

The Midget Chassis is
published eleven times a year,
bowing out to the full size
Classic Chassis occasionally

All contributions: articles,
letters, advertisements, and
captioned photos for the next
issue should be sent to:

The Classic Chassis
c/o David Edgar,
1454 Chase Terrace
El Cajon, CA 92020

email: djedgar@pacbell.net
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President Richard Loe ....... 818-790-2332  fordydelux@yahoo.com
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Rresidentiall
Remembrances;

his month I am writing to
Tyou from the porch of a rustic

one hundred-year-old cabin
overlooking Huntington Lake.
Sandra and I spend about four
weeks here ever summer, have been
for at least twenty years. We do all
the things you picture doing at a
beautiful alpine-like lake; sailing,
canoeing, fishing, h1k1ng, and
visiting with friends and family.

So what does this have to do with
MG TCs?

Besides everything else we do here,
I read at least one book devoted to
things MG. I have learned at lot

about MGs here at Huntington Lake.

I’ve learned enough

At just the right
time, along
comes Mike
Sherrell’s new book “TCs Forever
More”.

Many years ago at Huntington Lake
I'read what I consider to be the most
valuable book ever written on MG
TCs,

Mike’s first book, 7Cs Forever. 1
knew this year’s read would have to
be “TCs Forever More”.

I have just finished reading it, and I
wasn’t disappointed. The direction
is somewhat different than his first
book, but, like 7Cs Forever, it has
information that would have

to know that there is a | o taken me decades to work
lot about them I don’t out on my own. Really,
know. TCS F OREVER.,W much of it I never would

Along about April or
May every year I start
trying to figure out
what book on MG to
take to Huntington
Lake. There are
dozens of books
about MGs, maybe
even hundreds. 1am
always discovering new titles. Of
course, most of them are long out
of print, but used copies can almost
always be purchased through the
Internet. It can become a project
to decide on and obtain the book to
read each year at Huntington Lake.
But not this year!

have be able to work out. It
is a wonderful companion

to the first book and an
excellent addition to my MG
library. More importantly,

it will help me keep my TC
going safely and satisfyingly
down the road. And isn’t that
what really counts?

My grandson just shouted to me
from the lake that the fish are biting!
Have to run!

Continue to wear out the roads!
Ricbord Lot

TCMG President 2017
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We take pride in being fussy. Take our Classic Gold brake shoes for example. Before being
called Classic Gold, we improved the original stock design, then had them manufactured,
inspected, trial fitted and tested on the road. Accept nothing less than the best. We don't.

SAME DAY SHIPPING | FREECATALOGS | TECHSUPPORT | EAST & WEST COAST WAREHOUSES
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‘ Chips = French Fries
. Shambles =  Bad Shape or
4 Plan going wrong

Bring your own picnic Supper...
¢ yDessert and coffee

will be provided by Cindy.

Tuesday,
June 27th

700pM ©°

Annual Picnic/
Meeting Night
at Henkels

The much anticipated Summer Picnic
Meeting is here! Dine under the stars
at this annual favorite. Those driving
TCs or equally interesting classics get
preferred parking in the driveway.

Held at the home of
Cindy Henkels
726 N. Pasadena Ave,
Pasadena, CA

RSVP only if you are coming
Cindy at 626-793-2813 or chkitty@sbcglobal.net

P |

From the South

Take I-5 towards Los Angeles
North onto 110 (Pasadena Fwy)
Exit at Orange Grove Blvd.

Left (North) on Orange Grove for 2.5 miles

Left onto N. Pasadena Ave.

From the East

Take I-210 West to the 134 and take
first exit which is Orange Grove.

Turn right on Orange Grove for about
half mile.

Left onto N. Pasadena Ave.

From the West

Hwy 134 East to Orange Grove Blvd exit

Take W. Colorado Blvd and turn left onto
Orange Grove Blvd.

Drive .6 mile then left on N. Pasadena

Note time and location

changes from our
regu%ar meetings

Thank you Cindy for
setting this up and making
such great treats.



“Where the Heck is Somis” TCMG Tour

Where the heck is Somis?!? Join fellow
TCMGers on a Somis Safari! Visit the
Nut House! Journey back to the early

continuously J
operating une 2 5

hardware store,

1900’s! Have a Berry Good Time! owned by the same family, in the county.
It was rebuilt in 1926 after a fire, and
parts of the store and inventory haven’t

changed much since then!

Last stop on the tour is at a roadside

fruit stand where you can not only buy
all kinds of farm fresh fruits and berries,
but you can pick your own by grabbing a
basket and walking the berry trail! This
is a great event for young and old alike
so bring the kids! And don’t forget to
bring your TC to fully enjoy the old back
roads we will take to get there.

In the small farming town of Somis

we will find a small farm store, family
owned and run for 58 years! Here you
will find all kinds of nuts and nut-related
foods in a charming old wood building.

Next we will visit a 1912 family
owned hardware store (now by the
third generation). In fact it’s the oldest

But I want to ride
in the TC too

Where and
When

Sunday, June 25th - 9:00 AM: Meet for breakfast at “Cactus Patch
Restaurant,” 197 E. High Street, Moorpark. Allow a few minutes
extra if you want to walk the nearby antique and gift shops.

10:00 am: Depart on an 18 mile senic tour to Somis

12:30 PM (estimated): Lunch at “Wood Ranch BBQ,”
540 New Los Angeles Ave, Moorpark

6 Contact Steve Simmons with any questions. (see pg 2)

GOF West 2017
July 10-14
Santa Maria, CA

For more information or to
register, go to: gofwest.org
or contact David or Joyce
619-593-8255 or
y gofwest2017@gmail.com

WELL; THEY ARE
OLDER THAN WE
WERE AT OUR

FIRST GATHERING'

GENERATICNS
FEEL COMFORTABLE
JOINING  US,

Still not too late to register for this
event. Registration stands at 110 as of
this moment with 23 TCs (17 of which
are from TCMG).. It won’t be as

great a “Gathering” without you,
so please come! Not that far away.
An easy TC drive for most of you.

| Geoffrey Zocquenutte & Melson: On the Road

From The Frame Up,L.c
“Specializing in MG hard to find parts”

i

. ?
will you Doug Peiton porereid
Proprietor www.fromtheframeup.com

TC Birthdays (Build Dates)

We are listing our TC birthdays or build dates each month.
These are the ones to the middle of July

June 17, 1946 TC 0946
June 20, 1949 TC9004
June 24, 1948 TC5835
June 24, 1948 TC5850

Steve & Tootie Poteet
Bob & Nance Koons
Bruce & Marlene Larson
Doug Pulver

June 25, 1948 TC5856 Ed & Karen Poole
June 30, 1948 TC5890 Pete & Fran Thelander
July 7, 1948 TC5964 Bob & Judi Eicher
July 7, 1948 TC5970 Richard & Sandra Loe
July 8, 1948 TC5994 Warren & Deborah Kosters
July 13, 1948 TC6013 Mark & Carol Beveridge 7



TCMG Big Bear Weekend
May 26-28, 2017

i i e iy L

The group arriving at our
rally point in La Cafiada

Our weekend trip to Big Bear started with a
caravan rendezvous in La Cafiada. Two TCs
and a spattering of modern iron set off into the
San Gabriel Mountains on a very scenic 120-
mile route. We climbed well over the 7,000
foot mark in perfect TC weather all the way to
Wrightwood where the group of ten stopped for
lunch. From there we descended toward the ==
desert before climbing again up more back roads -
to Big Bear Lake. The climb up the north side
of the mountains was challenging at times for
our old cars but we made it without a hitch.

Upon arrival we were greeted by the rest of our
group, and after a well deserved rest we drove
to the home of Malcolm and Joyce Buckeridge
where the Einhorn TC was receiving a new
engine. Malcolm showed us the progress on
the TC which was only a day or two from
being drivable. Joyce showed off her nearly

[E Photos by Steve Simmons j]

To the left we arrive at the
Buckeridge home and then, below,
Malcolm showed his MG Midget. To
the right, the Einhorn TC nearing is
completion, while under the cover is

Joy’s nearly restored MGA Coupe.

completed MGA Coupe that Malcolm is restoring
for her. There were plenty of other cars to check
out as well. Once we had seen everything, it was
off to dinner at a local restaurant where many
were served football-sized pot pies and rhubarb
pie for dessert.

Saturday morning began our driving tour of the
valley which took us around both sides of Big
Bear and Baldwin Lakes, and then down to Green
Valley for lunch. Here we experienced the slowest
and most confused food service ever, but the malts
were delicious. A brief tour around the lake and
we were on our way back up the hill. After the
tour the group broke up for various activities.
Many of the women walked into the village for
shopping while some of the group headed for
a wildlife rescue. A group dinner arranged by
Malcolm at a local restaurant topped off the night,
where we ate on the patio beside the lake shore at
sunset. We departed for home on Sunday, some
taking the direct route and others taking scenic
roads. All in all a great weekend of good friends,
shiny TCs and spectacular scenery!

Steve Simmons

18 members and guests attended the Big Bear
Weekend. Three TCs were present driven by
Simmons and Loes with Einhorn's on display.
Special thanks to Malcolm Buckeridge for
spearheading the event and hosting us at their
home on Friday evening! Thanks as well to
Steve & Linda for planning the tour.

Malcolm shows off the
Einhorn’s highly polished
intake manifold, above, and
the group takes a closer
look at the Einhorn TC

Gotta keep up your strength with
Green Valley lunch stop above,
and Saturday’s dinner below.

Allan
Chalmers




Ford 5 Speed Trans in a TC

Ed Note: Reed explains some of the
extra things that he did that is not part
of the normal installation of the 5-speed
gear box. He says that it works great
now that the project is complete.

INSTALLATION OF A FORD TYPE
9 TRANSMISSION IN A TC
by Reed Dickinson

It took me much longer than expected to
complete the installation but I really was
in no hurry.

I would like to present some ideas that

I had and applied to the installation

as it went on. The kit supplied by v
Hi-Gear Engineering came with
detailed installation instruction.
Like all big projects
read the instructions
carefully before
tackling this
project. I elected to .
remove the engine  a# L]
to work on it. The '
instructions said

the engine could be left in the

car but [ much prefer to work on a
workbench rather than under a car.

I was not thrilled about trying to cut
out the existing pilot bushing in the
rear of my crankshaft using a hacksaw
prior to installing the new bushing to
accommodate the Ford transmission. |
ran a 5/8” - 20 tpi tap all the way into
the old bushing, inserted a 5/8” - 20
tpi threaded rod with a nut and large
washer on it and installed all this
inside a 1” pipe nipple. I secured the
threaded shaft from turning and turned
the nut down and slowly removed the
old bushing. I turned a mandrel that fit
snugly inside the new bushing, mounted
it on a 3/8” aluminum plate, bolted it to
the crankshaft and pressed in the new
O bushing to the correct depth.

I think the MG idea
of having a top
transmission fill
port and dipstick
is an excellent one
so I decided to try to incorporate it into
this installation. I carefully inspected
the Ford box and found a spot where
an MGTC dipstick would safely clear
the gears. I bored a 5/8” hole on the
right side of the top cover plate with the
center 88 mm from the front lip. The
5/8” hole just fits between the raised
lip and the support plate on the top
cover (see picture). I next bored a size
V drill in a 5/8” piece of steel about 1”
long and brazed it in place in the top
cover with the top of the insert 14mm
above the surface of the top plate.
I angled the 5/8” insert about
5 degrees away from
‘(' = the edge just to make
ﬁ * sure the dipstick would

rub against the

. Ford case and not
: m‘ wander near the
/& b gears. | shortened
/ the dipstick to
130mm from the center
FULL mark to the underside of the MG
top cap so that the center mark on the
dipstick is at the lower edge of the Ford
fill hole on the left side of the box. Add
a little more if a gasket is used under the
dipstick head. Shorten the dipstick from
the top, not the bottom. It is necessary to
trim a little off the 1/4” dowel inside the
dipstick spring to get the 130mm desired
length. To remove the dowel insert a
sharp razor blade between two coils in
the dipstick spring near the bottom end
and rotate the assembly such that the
dowel is forced to the top.

I then bored a 7/8” hole in the center of
the top plate such that the rear edge of
the hole is about 3mm forward of the
perpendicular plate on the front of the

cover plate (see picture). This makes the
original hole in the transmission cover
fall in the same place as the new fill hole.
I'used a 17 stainless pipe and coupling to
make the top of the fill pipe 50mm above
the top plate. I used a brass 1” pipe plug
with a large washer to close the fill port.

Bottom view
of top plate
after brazing
insert and fill
pipe in place.

Ford type 9
top plate after
brazing the fill

pipe and dipstick
inserts in place.

I found it necessary to trim metal on
both sides of the scuttle in the lower 3”
as well a about 1” from the top arch to
get the engine/transmission assembly
installed. I did not like the clearance
problem between the speedometer cable
and the frame so I modified the right
hand stiffener bar (supplied in the kit)
to secure the necessary clearance. I cut
away the metal from the front right side
of the prop shaft safety guard back to

a point forward of the cross member. |
welded in the 27x2”x1/8” piece of angle
to the right stiffener bar after cutting out
a clearance hole. I cut the original bar
after welding.

Right stiffener bar supplied
with the kit after modification
but before installation

View of right side of transmission
before stiffener bar installed

Right side of transmission after
installation of modified stiffener bar.

Detail of the installed stiffener bar and
speedometer cable installed. Note the
bolt on the front lower lip of the prop
shaft safety guard. Installed to stop rattle.
Forward lower edge of welded in piece
just clears the brake line shown in white.

I bought a new rubber transmission cover
but could not get the scuttle mounting
bolts in if I installed the black spacers
supplied in the kit so, I did not install the
black spacers. It also was necessary to
trim about 10mm from the front of the
supplied prop shaft safety guard to get
the recommended clearance. I punched
a 5/8” hole in the rubber transmission
cover adjacent to the fill pipe for the new
location of the dipstick and epoxied the
punched out piece in to close the original
dipstick hole. I fabricated an aluminum
washer 17 in diameter, 1/4” thick and
with a 5/8” hole in the middle. I secured
it with a 6-32 screw and placed it over
the dipstick mount and used it to keep
the rubber cover from riding up on the
dipstick mount.

Reed Dickinson
TC EXU 7385 11



May 23 Meeting Minutes

Our president brings us to order
at the new meeting room

he meeting was called to order
I by President Richard Loe at 8:15
PM. The attendance sheet was
circulated. There were no guests. He
gave thanks to June Wennekamp for
providing refreshments for everyone,
to Ron and Bobbie Simon for bringing
beverages for the group, and to Stan
Belland for drafting a Liability Waiver for
our future use.

There were two May birthdays to
recognize: Sandra Loe and Fran
Thelander. Seven TCs were originally
manufactured in May owned by the
following TCMG members: the Loes, the
Youens, the Simons, the Hanes, Brian
Wescott, John Uniack, and the Baileys.

Larry Einhorn gave a progress report
on the repair of their TC. Malcolm
Buckeridge has the car in his garage
in Big Bear Lake installing a gold seal
engine that they had purchased from
TCMG member Gene Roth.

The minutes of the April general
meeting were submitted as written in
the newsletter with the correction of
the spelling of the Hagerty Insurance
Company. The minutes were accepted.

Joyce Edgar, Treasurer, was visiting her
new granddaughter in Virginia and sent
her report to be presented at the meeting
by Curt Sorensen. Unfortunately, the
Sorensens opted to stay home when a
brush fire on the hill behind their
12 home erupted in the afternoon

Sandra gives a wonderful lesson on gourd

art work. Amazing what can be done.

and emergency vehicles blocked their
street. We will have a complete report
next month and wish the Edgars and
Sorensens well. (Ed. Note: Guess the
Sorensen’s plan to make the meeting was
in shampbles.)

Committee reports included:
Events - Steve Simmons

Big Bear Lake weekend this Friday
through Sunday.

Somis Safari - June
GoF West in Santa Maria - July
Hot Dog BBQ at the Einhorns - August

Regalia - Steve - Mike Sherrell books
have arrived and are signed

Ball caps have been ordered

Sweatshirts will be reordered when we
have a more requests

Website - Steve - Updated twice a month
and includes videos

Sunshine - Bobbie Simon - Nothing to
report

Historian - Don McLish - Continuing
work on database

Refreshments - Bobbie - Thanks
everyone for your generosity

Bylaws - Richard - Committee continues
to meet and expects to have copies of
the revised document to be voted on at
the next meeting at Cindy Henkel’s in
June

No new business.

Pete Thelander reported that the VMG
group will be caravanning to GoF with an
overnight planned in Lompoc.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM

for a refreshment break before Sandra Loe

presented a program on gourds.
Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Lot

Secretary

EEPhotos by Steve Simmonsj]

TC King Pin Tech Session

The TC king-pin tech session was a
smashing success. Started Saturday
morning and some stayed until 6:30pm.
Both Hanes and Loe brought their TCs
although the session involved Steve’s TC.

In true Linda fashion, she had homemade
food and drinks galore for all to enjoy -
coffee cake, scones, muffins, granola bars
(yes, homemade granola bars), strawberries
with toppings and yogurt, plus orange
juice, peach orange mango and coffee.

Einhorn’s broken crank which broke in
April on the way to the TCMG meeting.
Circle shows crack on the crankshaft.

Steve explained the disassembly and
inspection of the steering components
and even the women found the session
interesting. It was a hands on session and
Richard tried his hand at reaming a king
pin bushing. After finishing one side on
Steve’s TC it was discovered that Garret’s
TC had far too much play so did some
shiming was done to solve that. Look for
more tech sessions to come. Thanks to
Steve and Mel for the photos.

Note: This article was a last minute addition. More on this next issue. 1 3



Club

TCMG Car Badge ..........
TCMG Cloth Patch ........ ...
TCMG Lapel Pin ..............
TCMG Lapel Vintage Pin . ...

Regalia

........ $25 ($30 if mailed) members only
....... $5 ($6.50 if mailed) members only
...................... $3 ($5 if mailed)
...................... $3 (85 if mailed)

MG TCPin& MG CarClubPin ........................... (inquire)

MG TC Color Specs ..........

. $2 members, $3 non-members, Postage $2

TCMG Photo Puzzles .... $15 plus postage (contact Linda for postage cost,

Vintage TCMG T-shirts ... ...
Modern TCMG T-shirts ......
TCMG Hoodies ...............

NEW for 2017!
TCMG embroidered ball caps are
available in two styles — Flex Fit
with modern style TCMG logo, and
Traditional with Vintage TCMG logo.

Modern Cap Features:
Flex Fit cap with spandex rim band
Modern style TCMG logo on front
with our web address on rear
Charcoal Grey with white logo, sizes
SM/M or L/XL

Vintage Cap Features:
Vintage 1950’s TCMG logo on front
and “Est. 1954” on rear
Available in tan with green brim or

solid black. (gold color on logos varies =

slightly between hat colors for best
visibility)
Please specify style and color (where
applicable) when ordering. Alternate
colors may be available upon request.
Inquire for details.

$15.00 each, plus postage

REGALIA CHAIR
Linda Simmons linda@mgnuts.com
Prices beyond our control

14 subject to change
International postage is extra

design and availability)
$15 for short sleeve, $18 for long + postage
$15 for short sleeve, $18 for long + postage
........................ $30 + postage

See our website for more details
tcmotoringguild.org

J. C. TAYLOR

ANTIQUE AUTO INSURANCE

J.C. Taylor has been protecting prized possessions since 1929.
We know the industry and the cars. And best of all, we know
you. This is not just a car to you, it’s your time machine, your
memory scrapbook. It’s your passion, and ours.

Insure with J.C. Taylor, and you can drive through time with

peace of mind.

JCTAYLOR.COM

1-888-ANTIQUE

| &2 FOLLOW US
ON FACEBOOK >>

facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance
320 South 69th Street
Upper Darby, Pennsylvania
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