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Happy summer heat TCMG’rs!
I had a heads up from Steve Simmons 
a few weeks ago that an early TC 
Motoring Guild club badge was listed 
on eBay. Well…. I bought it. It’s the 
first club badge from 1955. If you 
were at the picnic or viewed the video 
Steve created, there’s a grouping of 
club badges in the history exhibit. This 
is the “bat wing” badge that resulted 
from an errant guide line in the original 
artwork. Kind of reminds me of Ken 
Miles “Flying Shingle”. There 
are four of these badges 
known. Another member 
has one, there’s one in 
the club archive (thank 
goodness), a third still 
attached to Earl Sargent’s 
car and this new discovery. 
The eBay lister found it in 
an estate sale in Big Bear. A 
quick look into the club archive 
has a past member,  Bob Smith, 
and his wife Lori living there. Bob 
bought his TC in 1950 and sold it in 
2010 into Australia. Wow, Bob had this 
car for 60 years! Could this badge have 
been Bobs? When did Bob join? An 
appointment at the club archive secret 
underground vault is in order to find 
any early references to Bob.
 A quick look last week in the archives, 
researching the first years meeting 
reports found references to the first 
batch of badges. There’s a reference 
in late 1954 to submitting art for the 
club badge. Then a few months later 
a council member proposed a vendor 

who would make them for 3 dollars 
each at a quantity of 50.  A month 
later another council member found a 
vendor who would do them for even 
less. We don’t know which vendor 
was used or how many were made, but 
we know the result! This is the point 
in late 1956 when the club almost fell 
apart. Ron Simon heard word that 
a young legal secretary with a TC 
was stranded so went to help.  The 
broken axle and the meeting of the 
two saved the club. This was Terry 
Mason, who as Ron mentioned later 
“had access to that magical machine. 
The mimeograph”. Terry became the 
club secretary and really got things 
organized. Her typed and beautifully 

signed meeting notes in the 
archive begin in 1956. One 

of the first things she took 
care of was getting the 
badge vendor paid from the 
previous year! We sure do 
have a rich history. There’s 

a great club badge history 
Steve created on the website. 

Check it out if you haven’t!
Well…now I’m the proud owner 

of the earliest badge and our 
current badge. I suppose a collection 

has begun and  more are in order. If 
anyone has any badges in between 
these two badges surplus to their needs 
and want to sell…your price paid*
Drive ‘em till the wheels fall 
off!………. But preferably not on a 
club drive….

TCMG President 2024

*As long as the price is somewhat 
south of an engine rebuild cost.

Rob Zucca 

Rob’s Ramblings



https://fromtheframeup.com/


Saturday,
Aug. 27th      

* Pacific Daylight Time  
Meeting to start at 6pm

but Zoom should open up  
about 5:45pm to visit.

Link below is for the Zoom  
meeting on Aug 27th 

++

6:00pm* 

Dan Shockey will go over how MGs 
and the Royal Families in England have 
shared stories.  Yes, there have been 
MGs owned by the Royal family, and 
several of them are quite prominent in 
terms of story and significance.  Two 
individuals in particular . . . 

Come to our meeting to find out more.

    Our August    

   Meeting

Anyone making a simulated journey to the 
meeting in a TC by driving a minimum 

of 10 miles on the day of the meeting will 
receive a point toward the Sargent Award.

The Royal MGs

zoom.us/j/85949746654

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85949746654


June DIY TOUR 
Theme for this DIY Tour was around 
TCMG’s 70th birthday.  So idea was 
to get a photo with one or more of 
the following: 70, 1954, June 19th or 
birthday.   TC needed to be driven at least 
10 miles to get points.  Thank you to all 
who participated.  Loved the photos.

Walt Prowell - TC 1697 in front 
of a 1970 Firebird at the Monterey 
“Rock and Rod Festival”

Bryan Kemper - On June 
22, 2024, I painted the TC 
frame laying the foundation 
for TC 6984’s next 70 
years.  On the left he shows 
new body suspended 
by a chain hoist from a 
Canadian WW2 submarine. 
Very neat, and period 
correct.

Cliff Lemieux - Celebrating 
70 years by driving 70 kph 
in a 50 mph zone.  Happy 
Birthday TCMG!!

Rob Zucca, sends a self portrait 
[note: he claims to be 70]



Peter Finocchiaro - TC2739 
received the Fred Petroske Award 
at the 1000 Island Concours 
d’Elegance in Clayton, NY

Scott & Cristina St. Clair - Architect J. Herbert Brownell 
built this small office on Coast Highway in 1954.  Warner 
Bros Tasmanian Devil premiered June 19, 1954.  And 
Scott had to attend to fuel pump issues to get the TC out.

Steve Simmons - Enjoying a view of 
roughly 70 miles, while trying to reach 
70 MPH down a hill that felt like a 70 
degree grade coming back up. And it 
was also the car’s birthday

Dean 
Caccavo

David Edgar parked at 70th Street



Brian Sonner - Two flags flying. 
Top one, the American Flag and 
below the U S Coast Guard Ensign.  

Duane Schmidt - my simple 
Independence Day Tour photo of 
TC3707.  “...Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness”

Doug Schirripa - thought these pictures 
emphasize just how small the TC is!  TC 
between Red T-Bird and White & Blue Chev

Dean Caccavo

Another photo from 
Peter Finocchiaro

July DIY Independance Day Tour 
July’s DIY Tour theme was Independence Day, 
so get a photo of your TC in a patriotic setting.  
No drive required for this event so those TCs 
awaiting repairs in the garage were able to 
participate.



Second photo from 
Steve & Linda 

Simmons

David & Joyce Edgar’s TC

Rob Zucca with special red, 
white and blue octagon 

David & Bobbi Spiegel’s TC

More July DIY Tour photos 
on this issue’s cover



68th Annual TCMG / ARR Conclave

Cambria
October 20-22

Our Annual TCMG/ARR Conclave is set for 
Sunday thru Tuesday to get better room rates.  
Also set up right after GoF West in Folsom, 
CA for a two for one experience,
Make your reservations now.

Bluebird Inn 
1880 Main St 

Cambria, CA 93428 
805-927-4634   

thebluebirdinn@gmail.com 
bluebirdinncambria.com

Specify “MG Car Club” for special rates.
Banquet and other details also still being 
worked out so stay tuned for updates in next 
newsletters and our Group email.

Sunday: arrive, happy hour,  
dinner on your own.

Monday: Group activity &  
group dinner.

Tuesday: TC line-up photo, departure.

Thank you to Howard Shempp for 
setting this up.

        TC Birthdays (Build Dates)

Build dates listed are 
when the TCs were 
assigned a number 

and started down the 
assembly line.

Happy 75th & 

76th Birthdays 

August 19, 1947	 TC 3353	 Gene Olson

August 19, 1948	 TC 6265	 Lucy McCanne

August 22, 1947	 TC 3387	 Brian Wescott

August 25, 1947	 TC 3399	 John & Linda Wright

August 25, 1947	 TC 3400	 Tom Howes

August 25, 1948	 TC 6319	 Daniel Harrison

August 31, 1948	 TC 6373	 Clifford Lemieux

Sept. 3, 1948	 TC 6422	 Joe McCammon & Joani Walsh

Sept. 3, 1948	 TC 6424	 Howard & Carolyn Shempp

Sept. 7, 1948	 TC 6439	 Ron & Diane Spinder

GoF West 2024
Folsom, California

October 14-18
GoFWestInc.org

Speaking of GoF West, 
hope to see you there.

mailto:thebluebirdinn%40gmail.com?subject=October%20MG%20Car%20Club%20reservation
https://www.bluebirdinncambria.com/
http://GoFWestInc.org
http://gofwestinc.org


Welcome
Welcome to Our Newest Member

TC’s birthday is Sept 22 which also happens to 
be their wedding anniversary.  TC sold new in 
Vancouver, B.C and brought to Victoria.  First owner 
sold to Al Frazer in 1965 for $700.  Al courted 
his girlfriend in it, and married her.  A ground up 
restoration occurred in 1996 and put 500 miles on 
it before he passed away in 2000.  Tony & Em then 
acquired it just last year.

Tony & Em McCormick
Victoria, BC, Canada
1948    TC 6604    XPAG 7354    Red / Tan

Their TC next to their amphibious 
plane

           Wrong TC for 60 Years
Over 60 years ago one 
TCMG member had his 
TC listed in our TCMG 
Directory wrong due 
to a typo. Subsequent 
directories carried the 
typo as well and nobody 

noticed. Apparently no one ever double 
checked it.  As we are updating our 2024 
TCMG Directory at the end of this month 
I encourage you to double check your 
personal info as well as your TC information 
to make sure your data is correct.  Would 
hate to continue other errors.
There is also a world wide TC register who 
got some of their info from our TCMG 
directory.  Our Steve Simmons, assisted by 
his father Mike, almost two years off and 

on putting all that data into an on-line useful 
database we can all access.  In doing so 
they found the 60 year old error, when two 
TCs claimed the same number.  Countless 
other errors from TCMG and other poor 
data sources were found when making up 
the new list of 2333 known surviving TCs 
(and more TCs keep surfacing).  Entire list 
will be up for viewing hopefully in the near 
future.
So please double check your numbers in our 
current TCMG directory.  If you cannot find 
your directory, please contact me and I will 
give you a link.

djedgar1970@gmail.com
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Bryan Kemper

Once you have rebuilt your dampers or 
“shocks” before fitting them to the car 
you will likely want to replace the rubber 
bushing which soften the movement of the 
dampers to the spring plates. This is an 
easy weekend project once you have the 
materials in hand.
There are 8 rubbers needed, two for each 
damper and its companion linkage. Take 
good photos of the setup before you 
remove the dampers to aid in reassembly.
The first step is to remove all trace of the 
old bushing from the eyes and pins. A drill 
and rat-tailed file are useful here. Once 
they are clean and primed you can start the 
assembly process. A special set of tools is 
used here, they are easily made if you have 
a lathe, but see the note at the end of the 
article for sourcing the tools.

The three tools in the foreground are the 
items you will need to insert the rubbers 
into their proper places. The one on the 
right has a tapered inner cone which 
compresses the rubber and forces it onto 
the round opening in the arm. The middle 
one is a base which helps set the height of 
the bushing in the arm and the very small 
one on the left is used the ease the bushing 
over the pin.
The three items in the back are pushers 
used with your drill press which is how 
you do the pressing.
You will need just a very small amount of 
lubricant to get the rubbers to slide into 

or over the metal. Some 
sources say not to use 
a lubricant put you will 
find the rubber just will 
not slide on. I used a very 
small amount of Vaseline, 
note- a SMALL amount, 
and the part went on beautifully. If you use 
to too much, the risk is the joints will work 
their way apart as you drive the car. I tried 
paraffin hard wax, to no effect.
 You will install the rubber bushing in the 
eyes in the parts first. Do this by setting 
the base tool (ridge facing upwards) on 
your drill press centered under the arbor, 
now position the damper arm which will 
receive the bushing on top of the base 
tool- there is a recess in the tool to position 
the eye of the damper properly. Now place 
the tapered cone on top of the damper 
eye. There should be just small amount 
of lubricant in the cone with the bushing 
nestles into the top of the cone. Select a 
deep socket of the right size from your 
socket set and use it to press the bushing in 
place with the arbor of the drill press. I put 
a small post in the drill chuck to center the 
socket.  

In this photo you see the damper arm 
on the left with it’s bushing in place. 

 Replacing Shock Link Rubber Bushings

Continued next page



The deep socket used as the pusher. The 
shock linkage arm is positioned in the vise 
ready to receive the rubber which is on the 
damper arm, it is topped by the small cone 
tool which eases the hole in the bushing 
over the pin. A small bit of lubricant has 
been applied to the pin which receives 
the bushing. You can see at the top of the 
photo the post in the arbor of the drill press 
which steadies the socket used to press the 
bushing over the pin.

The same process has been used to insert 
the spring plate pin into the linkage. This is 
the pin shown in the photo above.

Make sure you orient the parts correctly 
before you press them together- ask me 
how I know! Your goal is to have two 
mirror image pairs.
Now, on the matter of the tools, once you 
use them, you’ll likely never have the need 
to use them again, so for members of the 
TC Motoring Guild I’m willing to ship the 
tools to you when the time comes to redo 
your bushing on the condition that you 
ship them back to me, or on to the next 
person asking for them.

Thanks, Bryan Kemper TC 6984

Bryan Kemper

These are two diagrams 
are from Moss 

instructions to give 
you a better idea of 

the process.  Note that 
the new bushings are 
larger in diameter but 
they deform to fit tight 
when installed.  And the 
description says while 
it is possible to install 

the bushings, that does 
not imply it is easy.  In 
fact they say to order a 
couple extra bushings 

just in case.



that the October TCMG general meeting 
is Tuesday the 22.  Maybe we could 
have the meeting while we visit with 
ARR on the central coast.  

There was no old or new business.  

The June DIY event was photos 
celebrating TCMG’s 70th birthday.  
Nine members submitted their creative 
take on the theme.  

Edgar - 70th Street sign
Prowell - TC and 1970 Firebird
S Simmons - 70% grade, 70 mph, & 

70 miles
Kemper - TC frame & body
Lemieux - 70 in 50 mph zone
St Clair - 1954 office & drinking glass
Finocchiaro  - Best British award
Zucca - selfie of a 70 year old man

    Caccavo - “70 Main”

The July DIY event was based on 
Independence Day…so please share a 
patriotic photo.  12 pictures were sent 
to Joyce: M Simmons, Finocchiaro, 
Spiegels, Caccavo, S Simmons, Hoefts, 
Edgars, Eicher, Sonner, Zucca, 
Schirripa, and Schmidt.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 PDT.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Loe 
Secretary

At 6:17 PDT Rob Zucca called the 
meeting to order and announced the 
meeting was being recorded.  There 
were 30 in attendance (representing 
25 memberships) with three having 
“driven” their TC (Edgar, Fritz and 
Zucca).  

Joyce Edgar wears many hats 
in her leadership of the Motoring 
Guild.  First she reported on recent 
mail received which was “nothing 
noteworthy”.  Secondly, as the 
substitute secretary due to Sandra 
Loe being out of town in June, Joyce 
submitted the minutes as published 
in the newsletter.  The minutes were 
accepted as written with no additions 
or corrections.  Next treasurer Joyce 
posted the current financial report 
explaining the recent expenses for the 
recent 70th birthday picnic held at 
the Simmons home.  Joyce will send 
a PDF to any member requesting a 
report.  Lastly, Joyce shared that we 
have a new member living in Illinois.  
Thank you Joyce.  

Steve Simmons, event chair, indicated 
the next outing is in the planning 
stage.  Allan Chalmers shared that 
Howard Shempp, ARR member, has 
made some plans for Conclave.  It is 
scheduled for October 20-23 (Sunday-
Wednesday) at the Bluebird Inn in 
Cambria.  Joyce reminded everyone 

July 23rd - TCMG Meeting Minutes

Sandra Loe



Row 1: Joyce Edgar, David Edgar*, Curt & Jan Sorensen, Cliff Lemieux, 
Richard & Sandra Loe 

Row 2: Pete Thelander, Kregg Hunsberger, Greg Hoeft (IL), Bryan Kemper (BC),  
Allan Chalmers 

Row 3: Richard Fritz (CO)*, Duane Schmidt (MD), Rob Zucca*, Rick Starkweather (NC), 
Lars & Roxane Lynge (UT)

Row 4: Malcolm Buckeridge, Mike Hughes, Doug Schirripa, Dean Caccavo,  
Mike Simmons 

Row 5: Patrick Arnett (MD), Bob Eicher (MD), Linda Simmons, Jonathan Lane (CO),  
Bruce Larson

Row 6: Walt Prowell, Joel Taylor (NV)

30 Members 
in attendance in 

attendance

* - drove 10 miles in TC on meeting day

25 Memberships

Rick Starkweather had not yet received the TC when he joined TCMG.  
But here are photos of his beautiful TC 9462, now in his driveway.



June Favorite Photos Meeting Program

Rob Zucca - A still image of my TC5464 in 
a …….. “blue”movie. 
Disclaimer….. it was prior to my ownership. 
No, I have not seen the film and yes, the 
interior has been surgically cleaned just in 
case. 

Joyce Edgar  - 2nd generation 
Edgar kid loving the ride

Cliff Lemieux - On the Way to GoF West 
2021, The Stop at Willits CA.  Cliff with 
Wayne Frances waiting for a rescue.

Richard Fritz - at the summit 
of Mt. Evans in Colorado in 
1955. (14,260 feet high) 
He had driven TC6649 from 
Illinois for a summer job,and 

drove it all over Colorado on his days off.  
He was 19 years old at the time.

Jonathan Lane - Sunset with TC 
not long after buying it.

Allan & Linda Chalmers - Saying 
Good-bye to his TA



Patrick Arnett with Grandpa Bob Eicher  
Catching the eye of a Concours photographer.

Steve Simmons had a shot 
to share but missed the 
meeting due to work.  So 
Joyce substituted this one in.

David Edgar calls for help!  Grandkids come to the rescue! 
Posed photos which made it to a Moss Motoring cover in 2015

This shot was selected for the cover.

Daughter took grandkids for a 
ride after their work.



Old School Meets Future Cool.

Specialty Automotive Parts Since 1948  •  MossMotors.com  •  800-667-7872

Moss catalogs, with exploded view schematics, were created to make life 
easier for British car owners. And when you shop with us online you’ll find the same 
schematics. It took a bit of programming to be able to click the part you want to buy,  
but that old school touch is here to stay. Give it a try at MossMotors.com.

Shop at MossMotors.com
— and you can request a free catalog, too!

BRITISH SLANG LESSON
Bagsy - The equivalent to shotgun in US English, 

this is what you say when you’re claiming 
something before everyone else, like the front 

seat of the car or ...

http://mossmotors.com


 
			              facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance

J.C. Taylor Antique Automobile Insurance 
320 South 69th Street 

Upper Darby, Pennsylvania 

http://jctaylor.com
http://facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance
http://facebook.com/jctaylorinsurance


TCMG embroidered ball caps are available 
in two styles – Flex Fit with modern style 
TCMG logo, and Traditional with Vintage 
TCMG logo.
Modern Cap Features: 

Flex Fit cap with spandex rim band 
Modern style TCMG logo on front with 
our web address on rear 
Charcoal Grey with white logo, sizes 
SM/M or L/XL

Vintage Cap Features: 
Vintage 1950’s TCMG logo on front and 
“Est. 1954” on rear 
Available in tan with green brim or solid 
black. (gold color on logos varies slightly 
between hat colors for best visibility)

Please specify style and color (where 
applicable) when ordering.  Alternate colors 
may be available upon request.  Inquire for 
details.

Ball Caps 

$20.00 each, plus postage

TCMG Car Badge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $25 (+ postage) members only
TCMG Cloth Patch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        $8 (+ postage) members only
TCMG Lapel Pin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       $3 (+ postage) 
TCMG Lapel Vintage Pin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             $3 + postage)
MG TC Pin & MG Car Club Pin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            (inquire)
MG TC Color Specs . . . . . . . . . . .             $2 members, $3 non-members, (+ postage)
TCMG Photo Puzzles . . . . . . .       $15 + postage (contact Linda for postage cost, 
                                                                design and availability)
Vintage TCMG T-shirts . . . . . . .       $15 for short sleeve, $18 for long + postage
Modern TCMG T-shirts . . . . . . .       $15 for short sleeve, $18 for long + postage
TCMG Hoodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         $30 + postage
TCMG Spark Plug Holder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            $40 + postage

TCMG Spark Plug Holders

REGALIA CHAIR
Linda Simmons  

(see page 2 on how to contact) 
Prices beyond our control  

subject to change
International postage is extra

Dress up your engine bay with these 
exclusive spark plug holders! Features 
raised logos on each side. Inspired by spare 
plug holders found on pre-war MGs, each 
unit holds four 1/2″ reach plugs. Size is 7.6″ 
x 1.6″ (40mm x 194mm).  Spark plugs not 
included. Inquire for use with 3/4″ plugs.
Price: $40.00 ea. + postage

TCMG Regalia

tcmotoringguild.org/regalia/

http://www.tcmotoringguild.org/regalia/

