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70 Years in the
Making

70 years ago in March 1955
the newly formed TC Motoring
Guild had their very first event,
a day trip to Apple Valley where
a photo was taken. With a ton of

research and planning by Steve
Simmons we recreated the event
recently. Above photo is one of
many taken. Photo to the right is
of some club members and local
residents cheering us on.
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We invite you to participate. No registration
fees, no dinners, no awards and should fit into
your schedule. It is a virtual event so just
send a photo of your TC with the theme of
All contributions: articles, Gathering of the Faithful. Faithful could be

The Classic Chassis is
published eleven times a year,

letters, advertisements, and
captioned photos for the next
issue should be sent to:

friends, family, pets or even your faithful TC.
You decide. You can send up to 3 photos and
include your other MGs too if you wish. Send

The Classic Chassis your photos in by July 31st to be included in
c/o David Edgar, the GoF West Gazette.
1454 Chase Terrace Submit to: GoF WestInc@gmail.com
El Cajon, CA 92020
dj edgar?907nO@gmail com Please, no Photoshopped or Al photos.

TCMG Officers and Chairs for 2025

Pres & Ex Officio  Steve Simmons

Vice Pres. Doug Schrripa

Secretary Rob Zucca Phone number and emails removed
Treas/Memb Joyce Edgar here to hopefully stem internet
Director Mike Simmons mis-use. Contact using one of these
Director Dean Caccavo methods:

Director John Bowyer 1. Refer to your TCMG Directory

Events/Website Steve Simmons for contact info

Programs TBD 2. email temg@tcmotoringguild.org
Editor David Edgar and we will forward

Historian Steve Simmons 3. Use Contact Us on our TCMG
Regalia Linda Simmons website: tcmotoringguild.org

Bobbie Si
Sunshine < OPOIe STHon

Jan Sorensen
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his month has been a roller
I coaster of highs and lows for
our club. We hit a real low when
we lost two of our earliest and most

notable members, both within the past
couple of weeks.

Jim Crandall was one of our longest
term members. He joined in 1961
and along with Norma was a vital
part of our club since day one.
Looking through our old photos and
newsletters, he and Norma were
always there. He was a driving force
in many of the Guild’s activities,
serving in various roles including
President, Vice President, Treasurer,
Director, Events Coordinator,
Newsletter Editor and Webmaster. We
will miss him dearly.

Mike was a legend in the M.G.
community and probably kept more
TCs on the road than anyone over the
years. He joined TCMG in 1964 and
over the decades never hesitated to

Jim Crandall at 1965 Conclave

Steve, e, Wheell

offer assistance or advice to those in
need. He served many roles in the club
including Vice President, Treasurer,
Programs Chair, Events Chair and
Director, in addition to his unofficial
role as “M.G. Guru and Free Advice
Giver”. Mike and Sharon opened their
home more than once for our holiday
parties. The club will not be the same
without him.

On a happier note, we have just
returned from one of the more
historically interesting events we’ve
had in some time. TCMG held its

first organized event in March, 1955.
70 years later almost to the day, we
returned to the very same spot in Apple
Valley and recreated the only known
photo from that event. It was two
years in the making and without taking
up the entire newsletter describing

that journey, I’ll just say that a lot of
research and effort went into making it
happen. A full story as well as a video
about these efforts are in the works.

SZQMWOM

Steve Simmons
TCMG President 2025

Mike Goodman
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Tuesday,
= April 22nd

Your TC's
Early Hlsfory

Members are encouraged
to share the history of their
cars before they owned
them. Limit your talk and
photo to not more than 5
minutes.

Don’t know your TC’s

: history? You don’t have

~ PERFORMANCE ~toshare. Just listen to the

IS THE TRUE TEST!  hjstory of some other TCs.
CUSIESES wmm we Some are very colorful

RICHFIELD ﬂz‘; - indeed.

Steve hopes to share more photos, history and video of our Apple Valley tour as well

Link be.low is for the Zoom * pacific Daylight Time

meeting on April 22nd Meeting to start at 6pm

. but Zoom should open u,
zoom.us/j/84173479138 about. 5-45pm to visit.

Sargent Points if you drive your TC 10 miles on April 22nd.

THESE YOUNG YES, T AM A CLASSIC WORK
FOLRD HAVE. OF ART! T AM NOT AN
SOME STRANGE ENCUMBRANCE!

TOEAS. /

Geoffrey Locquenutte & elson: On the Road



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84173479138

Welcome to OM}’ Newest Member

Uses the TC just for pleasure around town.
Took it to the Queen’s English show in
April but broke down just a couple miles
shy of the show. Doug reports he got the
TC from his brother Don. He had raced it
several years in the later 90s. He and two
of his friends ( they have TFs ) packed their
cars with camping tents, tools and drove

Doug & Rayna Boehme
Burbank, CA 91505
1948 TC 6928 XPAG 7793 Green/Tan

from Chicago to Elkhart Lake. Unpacked,
got teched, raced and drove home. They

wanted to do that, the way it was done in
the 50s.

They raced each other at the end of the
pack. Just enjoying the track and taking
turn leading each other in their pack.

TC 3790 lived most of it’s life back east.
Joe bought it about a year and a half ago.
Says it runs good and he replaced the 1972
tyres on it. TC 4468 has a Y engine in it
and is under restoration. Bought it from a
guy who started restoration but discovered
he was over his head.

Joe also has a ‘28 Packard Roadster,
1911 Buick 32 project, 1914 Buick B25,
‘56 T-Bird, ‘30 Model A Roadster and

Note: all personal information
(address, email, phone) are
not posted to prevent internet
bots from mining information.
New TCMG Directory will
include it though.

10 Motoring Guild

2029 Directory

Joe & Pam Jones

Marietta, GA 30064
1947 TC 3790 XPAG 7793 Burgandy / Red
1948 TC 4468 XPAG 12989 Primer / Beige

a history of Healeys and Jags (but not
currently).

We hope to get some TC photos to share
in the next newsletter.

2025 TCMG Directory Update

The new 2025 TCMG Directory is in
the final proofing stage and will be
made available soon. Late renewals
delayed getting it out.



T1C Birthdays (Build Dates) A A
April 28,1949 TC 8567 EXU Douglas & Marilyn Smith | 154 AR
April 29, 1949 TC 5381 Brian & Jane Sonner
May 2, 1949 TC 8580 John Uniack
May 2, 1949 TC 8583 Robert & Susan Doudrick
May 3, 1949 TC 8598 EXU Mark Woodward -
May 8, 1947 TC 2735 Richard & Sandra Loe Happy 76th

May 8, 1947 TC 2739 Peter Finocchiaro 77th & 78th
May 12,1948  TC 5464  Rob Zucca & Carol Sorensen Birthdays
May 12, 1949 TC 8686 Mike.& Sharon Bailey Build dates listed
May 13,1948  TC 5494  Garret & Ambre Hanes are when the TCs

were assigned

May 14, 1948 TC 5503 Patricia McLish & Medric Godbout a number and
started down the
assembly line.

Ceal Kimber’s Birthday

April 12 - Happy Birthday to the Father of MG,
Cecil Kimber, who was born on this day in 1888.
Kimber was born in London and in his youth was a
keen motorcyclist until an accident saw him move
from two wheels to four. He became Managing
Director of MG in 1930, a year after the firm moved to
Abingdon. Kimber was instrumental in making MG
i the force it would become, with a global reputation
Cecil Kimber f . d affordabl Hi ‘el

in MG #1 or engaging and affordable sports cars. His untimely

death in 1945 is still regarded as a tragedy amongst

fans of the marque. Kimber’s attitude of what made MG special is best summed up
with one of his famous quotes: “The secret and charm of an MG is the way they handle.
Whether you 're dawdling along enjoying the spring sunshine or shaking out a reef and
making the knots along an empty arterial road...”

1C For Sale

1947 TC 3742 XPAG 3948
BRG / Biscuit

Mike & Pam Tooke are giving up the
TC. This beautiful MGTC sits in the
garage, clean and covered. It is located
in Santa Paula and asking $20,000. No
other information given to post here,
but questions should be directed to Eric
at email below or call 8§05-607-5222

etviox@yahoo.com
Corrected email from what
was shown last month

More photos can be seen on BAT: bringatrailer.com/listing/1947-mg-tc-22/ 7
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Apple Valley Weekend

The weekend to

recreate the 1st

TCMG event from
g 70 years ago began
L in Sunland with four

Simmons, Richard
& Sandra Loe,
Rob Zucca & Carol
Sorensen and Joel
Taylor.

-— In Victorville three more TCs joined up:
Malcolm & Joy Buckeridge, Mike & Wanda Hughes,
and David & Joyce Edgar. We toured the Route 66
museum together before heading to the hotel.

Note: Yes Joel Taylor trailered
his TC from Reno to LA area to
then drive his TC with the group
for this historic tour

After checking in and settling in, the group
of seven TCs then toured over to the Apple
Valley Inn and posed in front where the
group had breakfast 70 years ago.

We then enjoyed a very informative
history of the area at the Apple Valley
Legacy Museum where Marcy Taylor and
assisted by her son Brian, showed off
things and told many stories of the area.
The inn was visited by many famous
people and actors of the time. 8




Sunday we were greeted with a light
sprinkling from the skies. There even was a
rainbow that ended approximately where we

were then headed to recreate the photos.

First hurdle was to jump the curb with
ramps provided by a local neighbor.
When reassembled on the dirt lot we

then drove over a good size berm before
reassembling again.

L8 J Original photo from 1955
Lots of viewers including the Mayor, town

council member, historical society members, photos by Steve & Linda Simmons,

newspaper staff, and interested neighbors Sandra Loe, David Edgar, Marcy

wondering what all the fuss was about. Taylor and Brandon Faith 9



Queen’s English Car Show

The Queen’s English Car
Show & Picnic was our
TCMG event for April.
Displaying TCs were:
Michael & Wanda Hughes,
Steve & Linda Simmons,
Rob Zucca, Gus Ramos
plus Daniel Harrison (1st
event with TC). Doug &
Rayna Boehme (would
have been 1st event as well
but broke down a couple
miles from the show and were towed home  Also at the show were: Malcolm & Joy

to returned in a modern. Display drew Buckeridge (Jag XK150) and in moderns,
a lot of attention including a TC owner, Mike Simmons, Anita Roman and Kregg
Abraham and son Efrem, from Orange Hunsberger and Doug & Rayna Boehme.

County that will likely be joining TCMG.
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What if we adjusted the thing-a-ma-
bob and tightened the doohicky?

#

New

members

Doug and
Rayna

Daniel’s 1st 4
TCMG event §
with his TC




Jim Crandall - R.1.P.

Our good TC friend Jim Crandall passed away
April 10th peacefully at home with Norma by
his side.

Jim had been in declining health for a short
while and was recently released from the
hospital to be at home under hospice care. He
was 94 years young.

We believe he joined the TCMG around
1961 and in 1962 he was treasurer (and
Norma was secretary), Jim also served in
various other board positions over the years &
including president twice. Jim also served as Wildflower tour in 2017. Recreating
our newsletter editor five different years plus pose from 1997 below.

was co-editor for 13 years. In fact some of
the design elements in this issue come from
him. His graphic arts and movie making were
legendary contributions and will always be in
the club’s history.

Services have not been determined yet but will
share in our group email when available.

9

Jim & Normas at our TCMG
Wildflower tour in 1997

We offer our condolences to Norma
and family. Their TC is still in the
family with son, Jim.

Jim & Norma in 1961 soon after joining
the TCMG

: Jim & Norma at 2005
location or date Conclave 11

Jim at unknown



Mike Goodman - R.1.P.

If as losing Jim Crandall was not enough, a couple
days later we lost Mike Goodman as well. Mike was
also a long time member of the TCMG. He started
his career with Al Moss back in the ‘50s before

Al split off to develop the parts business and Mike
continued on the repair side of things. I dare say,
many, many of our TCs were cared for in different
ways by Mike. He was a true friend and helped many
of us in our quest to learn about and care for our TCs
as well.

We offer our condolences to Sharon and family.

a
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Wrench cake at his ! a
- v}’\=-
retirement party ” / hei Photo from Barney Jackson’s
Mike and Al at their collection dated 1980 of the

ShOpt?,g g‘i’;ifg 0‘3/ vd in Goodmans and Goldsteins

Another photo from Barney also in 1980. Mike is
probably telling the TC owner “They all do that.”

Artwork on Mikes Many of us still use his gas
advertisements tank measuring sticks

| (probably drawn by

Clarence Weiss 12



The Wandering TC - by Bryan Kemper

The propensity of the TC to wander while
being driven is a well know and frustrating
trait which has been much discussed and a
number of different fixes have been tried
over the years.

During the tear down of TC 6984 1 did quite
a bit of detective work on the front end

and discovered several things which would
explain the steering problems with these cars.

Here’s my theory and the reason for it: The
wandering is caused by the trailing end of
the front springs moving laterally as the car
moves forward; this is caused by the decay
of the original rubber bushing in the rear
shackle. The leading end of the front springs
are fully captured in the frame and no lateral
motion occurs.

This lateral motion at the back of the spring
causes considerable wear in the eye of

the front of spring and on the pin which
support the eye thru the frame. The front
spring eye develops an hourglass shape
which progressively worsens as the milage
increases on the car.

When you put a caliper on the pins, you will
find considerable wear on them at each end
and comparable wear on the eye of the spring
at it’s edges, but not in the center. Either
replace the pins or build them up and turn to
%”. OD.

The Fix:

To address the problem, it is necessary to
remove the front spring, bore the leading
spring eye out to 5/8” and then add a bushing
drilled out to the original spec of ’4”. The
pin is either replaced or built up to the %”
diameter. The trailing end of the spring is
supported by new polyurethane bushing
which are firmer and much longer lasting
than the original rubber.

The Process In More Detail:

Here’s where the problem starts; the rubber
bushing at the back of the rear spring rots and
allows significant lateral movement. Two sets
of rubber bushings contribute to the failure.
The steel shackle is fine and reusable, and

this spring eye needs no
work other than cleaning
out to house the new
polyurethane bushings. If
your car is road worthy
you may want to release
the axle from the springs
by removing the 4 bolts where the springs
attaches to the axle and tie the axle up out of
your way.

Bryan Kemper

To remove the shackle, back out the two nuts
seen here and carefully work the outer part of
the shackle off. It’s a very careful fit so work
the two ends off bit by bit.

Once the spring is loose from the shackles
lower the back of the springs and test the
lateral motion- you’ll be surprised by the
wear in the front joint. With the proper
bushing in place there should be not more
than %4” of lateral play at the rear spring eye.

Now you can remove the pin from the front
of the spring and drop the spring out.

Inspect the springs and compare them to the
specs in the Brown book.

Here’s my front springs; the car sat normally,
but the back spring is too deeply arched, the
front one is correct.

Restoring your springs at this time would be
a wise decision.
13



(Continued from page 13)
My process is as follows:

1. Sandblast the complete spring before you
disassemble it.

2. Remove the clips and disassemble the
spring.

3. Using a 4” grinder and 60 grit wheels
grind each leaf and remove the wear
caused by the ends of the leaves. Taper
the end of each leaf where it bears on the
adjacent leaf to prevent wear.

4. Clean with solvent and use a two part
epoxy primer to paint both sides of each
leaf.

5. Assemble each spring and bend over the
clips to secure the spring- I don’t add any
lubricant between the leaves since these
springs are designed to work by fiction..

6. Paint the assembled spring with a two part
epoxy paint- protect the spring eyes from
the paint.

While the spring, is apart bore the front spring
eye out to 5/8”- note the spring is too hard to
drill out, you will need to mount it in a milling
machine and bore the eye out, hone to %" to get
a exact fit to the pin. Turn a bronze bushing to
press fit into the eye and drill it out to }2” to fit
the pin. Press the new bushing into the spring
eye using some Loctite.

Here’s the front spring
eye being restored,
bored out, new bushing pressed in and drilled

and honed to %” to receive the pin bolt up to %"

and lathe turned.

Once you have all the parts in place install the
polyurethane bushings in the rear shackle and
install it in the frame. Now you can swing the
spring back up and insert the pin through the

front frame support.
Assuming you
have tied up the
axle, lower it into
place and bolt it to
the springs. If you
removed the axle

you will have
to bolt the axle
to the springs
and install the
entire assembly,
because the
backing plates
will not fit between the springs and the
frame.

Another way of preventing lateral
movement of the front axle is to install

a Panhard rod. I did this as a precaution

but it’s likely not necessary with the new
bushings and rebuilt spring eyes.
Replacing the bushings on the trailing
end of the rear spring with polyurethane
bushings is also a good idea and easily
done without removing the springs.

Upgrading the steering box with a
Tomkins kit is an excellent way to take
the play out of the box.




Classic British & Jaguar Parts

Shop Online at MossMotors.com

15
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Aluminum TC Radiator from China

Some of you may have noticed a new
MG TC aluminum radiator on eBay

for $469.00, free shipping offered by
Winner Racing. I bought one last month
and installed it in the MG TC that I am
building for my wife, Georgia. I have
several radiators in poor condition, but
this is a lot less than the repairs. Being a
reproduction from China, I expected that
not everything would fit. There were a few
things, but not as many as I anticipated.

The headlight support bracket did not fit
well. I had to drill out the holes in the
original bracket to get it to line up with
their bracket captive nuts. The overflow
tube is too close to the bracket to allow one
of the bolts to go through

Cross
brace
bracket

Overflow

tube
=y Longer bolt

to headlamp
bracket

I didn’t realize this until after I installed
the radiator, hoses, etc.. I used a longer
bolt and washer to attach the headlight
bracket. The original radiators left room
to accommodate the bolts. Maybe I could

have wormed one in before I installed the
radiator, but it probably would have been
difficult to get it to line up later.

The bolt holes for the shell at the top of the
radiator do not match up.

There was
enough of
the radiator

. bracket to

- drill new
holes in the
right spots. I
used a bit of
wood to keep
the drill from
going too far.

~ The rest of
the holes

lined up OK.
The bottom
studs fitted
OK and

the original
bushings
and nuts fit.
The radiator
cap fit OK.
The hoses
fit OK. 1
haven’t filled
it yet, but I don’t think I will run into any
more issues. It appears to be well made,
but like most imports from China, may
not be exact. When I ordered it, there was
not a 104% tariff, so the future price will
probably vary somewhat.

If anyone has any question or wants
more information, please contact me
and [ will try to help.

John@bowyer,com or 713-778-0722

Article from John Bowyer, Spring,
TX
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March 22nd - TCMG Meeting Minutes

Our March in person TCMG meeting was
held at the home of member Gene Olsen &
Patty Salehpour. A beautiful location and
we got to see Gene’s projects, the TC and
beautiful MGSA. Thank you Gene & Patty
for hosting!

President Steve Simmons gaveled the
meeting to order at 2:45 PM. First up was
introducing guest, and long time former
TCMG member, Dave Coleman. The count
of who drive their TC was taken included
Dave Spiegel, Steve & Linda Simmons,
Rob Zucca and Richard & Sandra Loe. Of
course Gene’s TC was present as well plus
his TC Special project in the shed. Also
present in moderns were Pete Thelander,
Dave Coleman, Cliff Lemieux, Malcolm &
Joy Buckeridge and David & Joyce Edgar.

Joyce Edgar let us know there was no mail.

Secretary’s report (yours truly) was next
and had no report other than moving to
accept last months minutes as published. It
was accepted.

Treasurer Joyce Edgar offered the financial
spread sheet for everyone and had sent a
copy to the council prior to the meeting.
we had a brief discussion on our dues
paying processes. Joyce also let us know
the Fed & CA tax reports were filed and no
taxes due.

Programs. There is still no volunteer for
programs and we’ve been doing so by
committee so far this year. There’s still

time to volunteer! Or suggest a program!
Dean Caccavo has volunteered a program
for July on the old Paramount Ranch race
track. Bob and Patrick Eicher have also
volunteered a program on the old Clopper
Road where we’ll learn how it inspired
John Denver’s ““ Country Road”. The
summer picnic was discussed and will
again be at Casa Simmons wayward MG
barn and way-station in June on a Saturday.
Watch for the date!

Events. Steve discussed Apple Valley event
and that there were 9 TCs planning to go.
Since the poppy bloom is non existent this
year, the Wildflower tour would probably
be cancelled and will be replaced with a
different event. The location of this years
Conclave will probably be in the Bass
Lake/Fish Camp area.

Old business. The engraving of the Lame
Duck Kup award was discussed. Yours
truly has found a proper trophy firm to do
it.

New business. The Holiday Party will be
at the Simmons again this year on the 6th
or 7th of December. Steve gaveled the
meeting out at 3:15

Productive meeting for only a half hour!

Respectfully Submitted,

Rob Zucea

Rob Zucca, Secretary

BRITISH SLANG LESSON

A Kent Face

commonly used in Scotland when a person
has seen a person they know, such as "I
saw a few Kent faces in the library”. This

idiom has nothing to do with the surname
or the place. It is taken from an old English
word that means "to know”.

17



Gene Olson, Steve Simmons and David
Dave Spiegel - Three MG SA owners

Coleman

and CIiff

Lemieux

Inspecting Gene’s TC Special project

A BIG THANK YOU to Gene
& Patty for all the snacks
and deserts.

Dining - one of the things
we do best

18



TCMG Regalia

TCMG CarBadge ....................... $25 (+ postage) members only
TCMG Cloth Patch ....................... $8 (+ postage) members only
TCMG Lapel Pin ............ . ... .. ... .. . ... $3 (+ postage)
TCMG Lapel Vintage Pin ............................ $3 + postage)
MG TCPin& MG CarClubPin........................... (inquire)
MG TC Color Specs ........... $2 members, $3 non-members, (+ postage)
TCMG Photo Puzzles ...... $15 + postage (contact Linda for postage cost,
design and availability)

Vintage TCMG T-shirts ...... $15 for short sleeve, $18 for long + postage
Modern TCMG T-shirts ...... $15 for short sleeve, $18 for long + postage
TCMG Hoodies .............. .. ... ... ... ... $30 + postage
TCMG Spark Plug Holder ............................ $40 + postage
TCMG embroidered ball caps are available Ball Caps

in two styles — Flex Fit with modern style
TCMG logo, and Traditional with Vintage
TCMG logo.

Modern Cap Features:
Flex Fit cap with spandex rim band
Modern style TCMG logo on front with
our web address on rear
Charcoal Grey with white logo, sizes
SM/M or L/XL

Vintage Cap Features:
Vintage 1950’s TCMG logo on front and
“Est. 1954” on rear
Available in tan with green brim or solid
black. (gold color on logos varies slightly
between hat colors for best visibility)

$20.00 each, plus postage
. .

Please specify style and color (where
applicable) when ordering. Alternate colors
may be available upon request. Inquire for
details.

TCMG Spark Plug Holders

REGALIA CHAIR Dress up your engine bay with these
Linda Simmons exclusive spark plug holders! Features
(see page 2 on how to contact) raised logos on each side. Inspired by spare

plug holders found on pre-war MGs, each
unit holds four 1/2" reach plugs. Size is 7.6"
x 1.6” (40mm x 194mm). Spark plugs not
included. Inquire for use with 3/4" plugs.

Prices beyond our control
subject to change
International postage is extra

. . ) Price: $40.00 ea. + postage
tcmotoringguild.org/regalia/ postag 19
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